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The New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department works to con-
serve, manage and protect the 
state’s fish and wildlife and their 
habitats, as well as providing the 
public with opportunities to use 
and appreciate these resources.

OklahOma 
ZOne 2 waterfOwl 

hunters tO start Off 
duck seasOn nOv. 6

Zone 2 duck hunters will kick off 
their regular duck season Nov. 6

The season on ducks, mergansers 
and coots in Zone 2 runs Nov. 
6 through Nov. 28 and Dec. 11 
through Jan. 16.

Zone 2 includes most of Okla-
homa, excluding the northwest 
portions and the Panhandle. The 
Zone 2 opener will bring the entire 
state into duck season, as the Pan-
handle and Zone 1 seasons have 
already begun.

According to Josh Richardson, 
migratory game bird biologist 
for the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation, the outlook 
on the season has both positive 
and negative key points.

“On the bad side, warm weather 
has so far kept birds farther north 
of us, and an unusual dry stretch 
has wetland habitat in many areas 
in poor condition,” Richardson 
said. “On the good side, this was 
another banner production year in 
the prairie pothole region and the 
birds will have to come through 
at some point. They may not stay 
for long, but they will definitely 
come through. Hunter’s wanting 
the best chance of success this year 
will really need to pay attention to 
the weather and do their scouting 
to know when the birds are com-
ing through and where to catch 
them when they’re here.”

Though Oklahoma weather can 
change and dry spells can end 

with a single rainstorm, sportsmen 
should be prepared in case dry 
conditions persist.

“If it does stay dry, it would be 
a good time to try some of our 
public wetland areas,” Richardson 
said. “While many lakes and pri-
vate ponds, sloughs and wetlands 
are dependent on natural rainfall, 
many of our wetland units are set 
up with alternate means of flood-
ing, such as wells, pumps, or ir-
rigation lakes — alternatives that 
are often unfeasible for private 
landowners or hunters.”

Duck seasons statewide remain 
unchanged from last season, ex-
cept for adjustment of calendar 
dates, and the number of pintail 
that may be included in the daily 
limit of six ducks has been in-
creased from one to two.

Every year the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service proposes frame-
works to states for structuring 
their waterfowl seasons, and 
Oklahoma’s 74-day season and 
generous harvest limits represent 
a liberal season framework for 
hunters to enjoy.

Panhandle hunters began their 
hunting season first, on Oct. 9, 
followed by Zone 1 hunters who 
started Oct. 23. Youth days for 
Zone 1 were Oct. 16-17, and youth 
days for Zone 2 are Oct. 30-31.

The daily limit of six ducks may 
include no more than: five mal-
lards (only two may be hens), 
three wood ducks, two redheads, 
two scaup, two pintails and one 
canvasback. The daily limit of 
mergansers is five, of which no 
more than two may be hooded 
mergansers, and the daily limit of 
coots is 15.

More information and regula-
tions — including hunting license, 
waterfowl stamp and permit 
requirements — may be found in 
the current “Oklahoma Waterfowl 

Guide,” available online at wild-
lifedepartment.com or at locations 
where hunting licenses and duck 
stamps are sold.

sOuth carOlina
late-seasOn migra-

tOry bird regulatiOns 
set

The S.C. Natural Resources 
Board, the policy-making body of 
the S.C. Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), recently approved 
the 2010-2011 late migratory bird 
seasons and regulations from a 
framework set by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. The season 
and bag limit selections have been 
approved by the Service and pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

The 2010-11 migratory bird bro-
chure is available by writing to: 
DNR Migratory Bird Regulations, 
P.O. Box 167, Columbia, SC 29202; 
or by calling (803) 734-3886.

DUCKS (Excluding Sea Ducks) - 
Open Dates (All Dates Inclusive): 
Nov. 20--Nov. 27; Dec. 11--Jan. 30 
- Hunting hours: 1/2 Hour before 
Sunrise until Sunset - Bag limit: 
6 total, including no more than 
4 mallards (2 hen), 2 pintails, 1 
fulvous whistling duck, 1 black-
bellied whistling duck, 3 wood 
ducks, 2 redheads, 1 canvasback, 
2 scaup and either 1 black duck or 
1 mottled duck. - Possession limit: 
12 total, including no more than 
8 mallards (4 hens), 4 pintails, 2 
fulvous whistling ducks, 2 black-
bellied whistling ducks, 6 wood 
ducks, 4 redheads, 2 canvasbacks, 
4 scaup and either 2 black ducks 
or 2 mottled ducks or 1 black duck 
and 1 mottled duck.

MERGANSERS - Open Dates 
(All Dates Inclusive): Nov. 20--
Nov. 27; Dec. 11--Jan. 30 - Hunting 
hours: 1/2 Hour before Sunrise 
until Sunset - Bag limit: 5 (not to 
include more than 1 Hooded Mer-


