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and sustaining quail populations 
across the landscape.

“We’re working with landown-
ers to manage the edges of crop 
fields and adjacent pine stands for 
bobwhites and proving this can be 
done without significantly impact-
ing the farming operation,” says 
Tomberlin.  “BQI and other studies 
have shown that placing as little as 
10 percent of the land in the right 
kind of cover can significantly in-
crease bobwhite populations and 
songbird use while also reducing 
soil erosion and improving water 
quality.”

Many species of wildlife, such as 
quail, also are victims of habitat 
fragmentation.

“Habitat fragmentation occurs 
when large continuous blocks of 
suitable habitat are split into small-
er and smaller pieces through land 
use changes.  These habitat islands 
or fragments become incapable of 
sustaining bobwhite populations 
long-term,” says Thackston. 

The goal of the BQI program is 
to work with enough landowners 
and even facilitate formation of 
“landowner cooperatives” so that 
large blocks of habitat will be man-
aged to provide suitable habitat 
for quail.  This will improve the 
quail population response to habi-
tat management and ultimately 
improve quail hunting.  

However, the benefits can impact 
more than hunters.  Improving 
habitat for quail also means im-
proved habitat for many species of 
wildlife that use this habitat type 
and it could help rural economies 
by attracting hunters and poten-
tially provide an opportunity for 
quail hunting leases.

Learn more about managing 
your land for quail, the National 
Bobwhite Conservation Initiative 
in Georgia, and how to support 
quail restoration efforts in Georgia 

at the WRD quail website, www.
georgiawildlife.com/node/2210.

Idaho 
More 2010 waterfowl 
seasons open later 

thIs Month.
A split season for blue, snow and 

Ross’s geese in parts of the Upper 
Snake and Southeast regions opens 
October 22 and runs through Janu-
ary 14 and again from February 19 
to March 10.

In southwestern Idaho and the 
Magic Valley - known as Area 3 - the 
split season opens October 29 and 
runs through January 21 and again 
from Feb 19 to March 10.

The season on scaup opens in 
Area 1 on October 23 and runs 
through January 14; and opens 
in Area 2 on October 30 and runs 
through January 21.

The season on Canada and great-
er white-fronted geese, ducks, 
coots and snipe already is open 
and runs to Jan 14, 2011, in Area 1 
and to Jan 21, 2011, in Area 2.

The daily bag limit is seven 
ducks; but it may not contain more 
than two female mallards, two 
redheads, three scaup, two pintails 
and one canvasback.

The daily dark goose bag limit is 
four, and the daily limit for light 
geese is 10.

Possession limits are twice the 
daily bag limit. The daily and 
possession limit for coots is 25, 
and the daily limit for common 
snipe is eight and the possession 
limit 16.

Hunters 16 or older need to buy a 
federal Migratory Bird Stamp (the 
“duck stamp”). All hunters also 
must buy a migratory bird valida-
tion. Both are available from Fish 
and Game license vendors and on-
line at https://id.outdoorcentral.
us/.

For additional details, consult 
the 2010 waterfowl rules brochure 
available at license vendors, Fish 
and Game offices and online at 
http://fishandgame.idaho.gov.

Kansas 
new dUCK BaG lIMIts 

In 2010
6-duck bag limit gives hunters more 
options; certain species limited

The Kansas Department of Wild-
life and Parks reminds hunters 
that as late-migrating duck seasons 
begin, the daily bag limit for ducks 
has changed from last year. In both 
youth and regular duck seasons, 
six ducks is the daily bag limit. 
(The limit was five last year.) This 
limit may include no more than 
one cansvasback, two redheads, 
two pintails, two scaup, three wood 
ducks, and five mallards (only two 
of which may be hens). The daily 
bag may comprise six of any other 
duck or combination of duck spe-
cies. The possession limit is two 
times the daily bag.

While youth seasons in the Early 
and High Plains zones were Oct. 
2-3, the youth season in the Late 
Zone will be Oct. 23-24. Other 
duck season dates and zones in-
clude the following:

    * High Plains Zone — Oct. 
9-Jan. 3, 2011, and Jan. 22-30, 
2011;

    * Early Zone — Oct.9-Dec.5, 
and Dec. 18-Jan. 2, 2011; and

    * Late Zone — Oct. 30-Jan. 2, 
2011, and Jan. 22-30, 2011.

During youth season, hunters 
15 and younger may take ducks, 
geese, coots, and mergansers 
while hunting under the supervi-
sion of an adult 18 years or older. 
The adult may not hunt.

For weekly updates on public 
waterfowl management areas, 
visit the KDWP website, www.


