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ing additional closed areas and 
a 25-shell limit in the field. DFG 
has continued to make improve-
ments, including graveled roads, 
improved pond access and refur-
bished blinds.

A small boat or canoe is rec-
ommended to access ponds 
and blinds, as well as navigable 
sloughs, and a dog for retrieval is 
also recommended. Hunters will 
receive additional information, 
including maps, at the time of 
check-in.

To access ELER from I-880, exit 
at Alvarado Blvd., and go west 
down Alvarado, turn right onto 
Union City Blvd., left onto Betten-
court Rd. (sign for Union Sanitary 
District), left on Whipple Rd., right 
on Horner St., then right on Veasy 
St. and enter at the yellow gate to 
check in.

Formal plans for public access 
opportunities at the reserve in ad-
dition to hunting are being devel-
oped as part of the South Bay Salt 
Ponds Restoration Project (www.
southbayrestoration.org).

 Drawing to be HelD 
for women’s wilD 
PHeasant Hunt at 

grizzly islanD wilD-
life area

Ten permits will be issued for a 
special women’s pheasant hunt 
scheduled Dec. 4 at Grizzly Island 
Wildlife Area in Solano County, 
southwest of Fairfield.

To be eligible, applicants must 
have successfully completed a 
hunter education course and pos-
sess a valid 2010-11 California 
Hunting License and a valid up-
land game bird stamp at the time 
of application. The application 
deadline is Nov. 9. Each drawn 
applicant may bring one hunt-
ing or non-hunting partner. All 
participants must wear shooting 

safety glasses and blaze orange 
clothing.

Application and additional infor-
mation are available on the Depart-
ment of Fish and Game’s (DFG) 
website at: www.dfg.ca.gov/
wildlife/hunting/uplandgame/
gamebird/2010SpecialHunts/
Women.

A map can be found at www.
dfg.ca.gov/lands/wa/region3/
grizzlyisland.

The current hunting regulations 
are available at www.dfg.ca.gov/
regulations.

Successful applicants will be 
notified by mail. Questions con-
cerning this special hunt should 
be directed to the Grizzly Island 
Wildlife Area at (707) 425-3828 or 
DFG’s Bay Delta Region office at 
(707) 944-5500. 

georgia
Quail fielD Day at riv-
erbenD wma Promotes 

bringing back bob-
wHites

For over 100 years, Georgia has 
been known as a premiere bob-
white quail hunting destination 
and the Georgia General Assembly 
even designated the bobwhite as 
the State Gamebird in 1970.  

However, due to extensive chang-
es in Georgia’s landscape over the 
last 75+ years the quail population 
has declined drastically, and con-
sequently so have the number of 
quail hunters.  The good news is 
there is growing interest in quail 
restoration.  The Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Wild-
life Resource Division is working 
with landowners through the 
Bobwhite Quail Initiative (BQI) to 
restore habitat for quail, songbirds 

and other grass-forb-shrub depen-
dent wildlife species.  

“Through BQI we are working 
with private landowners and land 
managers to restore and enhance 
habitat for bobwhites, songbirds, 
rabbits, wild turkeys and other 
wildlife around the edges of crop 
fields and within pine stands,” 
said Reggie Thackston, WRD Pri-
vate Lands Program Manager and 
coordinator of the BQI.  

special event Held
The Division recently hosted a 

landowner field day at Riverbend 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Laurens County. Topics included: 
quail habitat restoration and man-
agement, habitat fragmentation, 
predator management, supple-
mental feeding, control of exotic/
invasive species, improving pine 
stands for quail and dove field 
management. 

The field day was co-sponsored 
by AgGeorgia Farm Credit, Geor-
gia Forestry Commission, Tall 
Timbers Research Station – Albany 
Quail Project, and the National 
Wild Turkey Federation.  

Quail Habitat needs 
Quail, like other wildlife species, 

have specific habitat needs. WRD 
BQI Biologist James Tomberlin 
explains there are three major 
components of quail habitat: 1) 
nesting cover – clumps of na-
tive grass like broomsedge and/
or 2-year old weedy growth; 2) 
brood range – typically 1-year old 
vegetative growth with canopied 
weeds like ragweed, beggarweed 
and partridge pea that have bare-
ground underneath so chicks can 
forage for insects and seeds; and 
3) escape cover – brambles and 
thickets.  Providing these three 
components is critical to restoring 


