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Veterinary Nutrition in June of 
2008. Presently his research in-
terests include carotenoids and 
fatty acid metabolism in cancer 
cell biology and metabolism in 
working dogs.

The Genome Barks podcast 
series features lectures from 
the highly successful AKC and 
CHF Breeders Symposia and 
provides responsible breeders 
and pet owners an inside look 
at the work being done by the 
Canine Health Foundation. 

www.akcchf.libsyn.com

AKC Policy on 
Advertising and 

Soliciting Judging 
Assignments

The American Kennel 
Club’s decision to remove the 
prohibition on advertising and 
solicitation by all AKC judges in 
conformation, companion and 
performance events is effective 
October 19, 2010. This change in 
policy is based on the tremen-
dous growth in the amount and 
types of AKC events, together 
with the increasing numbers 
of available AKC-approved 
judges, and the fact that mod-
ern technology offers a way 
to connect available judges to 
event-giving clubs across the 
nation without regard to the 
traditional limitations of fa-
miliarity, communications, and 
geography. Therefore, based on 
these factors, and given that 
judges are not AKC employ-
ees, the AKC Board believes 
that judges should no longer 
be prohibited from advertis-

ing or soliciting assignments. 
The judge is responsible for 
ensuring that all information is 
factual and accurate, and that 
any advertising or solicitation 
is not fraudulent, deceptive, or 
misleading. 

Puppy/Amateur-
Owner-Handler 

Eligibility
In the spirit of consistency 

we are offering eligibility to 
those dogs that obtain their 
championships Shown by their 
Amateur Owner Handler with 
wins from the Puppy Class 
and/or Amateur Owner Han-
dled Class. This follows the 
same criteria as that of the 
Puppy/BBE qualifications:

Dogs earning their cham-
pionship during the qualify-
ing period with all of their 
points earned as Amateur/
Owner handled originating 
from Puppy and/or Amateur 
Owner Handled class may be 
eligible for an invitation. All 
of the points do not have to be 
earned during the qualifying 
period, but the championship 
does. Send this downloadable 
form to request an invitation 
based on these criteria, please 
email Michael Canalizo at mlc@
akc.org

American Kennel 
Club Launches Grand 

Champion Ranking 
System

The American Kennel 
Club® (AKC®) proudly an-
nounces its newest confor-
mation ranking system for 
dog show exhibitors and 
their dogs. The new Grand 
Championship Ranking Sys-
tem launches today with 
more than 1,000 dogs already 
ranked nationwide.

Located in the new Grand 
Championship section of 
the AKC website, the Grand 
Championship Points Rank-
ing lists the top 25 dogs in 
each breed in a drop-down 
box format. The ranking 
is based on the number of 
Grand Championship points 
garnered at shows by achiev-
ing Best of Breed, Best of 
Opposite Sex, Select Dog or 
Select Bitch.

“We’re pleased to provide 
this new ranking system for 
Grand Champions,” said 
AKC Vice President Event 
Operations Robin Stansell. 
“We encourage owners to 
continue showing their 
Champions towards attain-
ing a Grand Champion title 
and gain further recognition 
of quality.”

The new point counting 
document featured on the 
website will help fanciers 
count their dog’s Grand 
Championship points. Af-
ter initial completion of the 
Grand Championship, dogs 
will continue to earn points 
by winning Best of Breed, 


