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that such a study will reconfirm 
the results of earlier indepen-
dent testing that conclusively 
established microstamping 
to be a flawed and unreliable 
concept.

To learn more about firearms 
microstamping, please visit the 
NSSF Firearms Microstamping 
Fact Sheet.

Businesses, 
Sportsmen Unite on 
Hunting Economics 

Agenda
The impact that hunting has 

on the economies of our nation 
and every state is massive.

One state, North Dakota, 
thinks it’s about time everyone 
knows just how important that 
impact is.

A group of small businesses 
and sporting organizations 
from across the state today 
launched “Hunting Works for 
North Dakota,” a grassroots or-
ganization focused on commu-
nicating the roles that hunting 
and the shooting sports play 
in both the state’s heritage and 
economic health.

“Many people don’t under-
stand the cause and effect rela-
tionship hunting has on North 
Dakota’s economy,” said Rudie 
Martinson, executive director of 
the North Dakota Hospitality 
Association. “Hunters directly 
support more jobs in North 
Dakota than many of the state’s 
biggest employers — over 3,000 
jobs — and indirectly support 
thousands more.”

The newly formed Hunt-
ing Works for North Dakota 
partnership has more than 40 
partner organizations and will 
be adding dozens more in the 
weeks and months to come. 
The effort is being supported 
by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation.

Learn more about the orga-
nization at huntingworksfornd.
com.

Citibank Continues 
to Deny Credit to 
Firearms Industry
Once again Citibank has 

drawn the ire of the firearms 
community over its credit poli-
cies. This time it deals with not 
extending lines of credit to busi-
nesses even remotely related 
to the firearms industry.  As 
many people remember back 
in January 2008, NSSF took Citi 
Merchant Services to task over 
its decision to stop processing 
credit card transactions involv-
ing the lawful sale of firearms 
by law-abiding, federally li-
censed, firearm distributors/
retailers.  Unfortunately, it be-

came evident that the decision 
was not a mistake of a single 
employee, but was rather a 
corporate-wide policy.

Fast forward to October 
2010 when the Warne Scope 
Mounts Company of Oregon, 
manufacturers of scopes and 
components, decided to submit 
an application for a business 
line of credit to purchase ma-
terials from the Home Depot. 
The credit line was initially 
approved, only to be rescinded 
the next day by Home Depot 
Credit Services, Citibank (South 
Dakota), N.A., Creditor based 
upon the simple explanation 
that, “It’s because of the in-
dustry you are in.”  The term 
industry simply meant that the 
company “makes parts for the 
gun industry.”  A law-abiding 
manufacturer that wanted to 
purchase materials from the 
Home Depot NOT to be used 
in the making of their prod-
ucts was denied credit simply 
because of the association with 
the firearms industry. 

During difficult economic 
times over the past few years 
and high unemployment rates 
nationally, the firearms indus-
try has grown and created 
well-paying jobs with abso-
lutely no government bailouts.  
You would think being such 
a bright spot in the economy, 
that companies like Citibank 
would be more than willing to 
extend business lines of credit.  
Instead, Citibank would rather 
take government taxpayer 
funded bailout money than 
extend credit to a flourishing 
and growing industry.  Receiv-


