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nomic benefits. If many “casual 
hunters” (hunters that do not 
purchase a hunting license 
on an annual basis) can be 
converted into annual license 
buyers, a major benefit would 
be realized.

Firearms Industry 
Lauds Support of 

Congressman Kind
The National Shooting 

Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
the trade association for the 
firearms and ammunition in-
dustry, thanks Rep. Ron Kind 
(D-Wisc.) for his steadfast and 
long-standing commitment to 
promoting and protecting the 
Second Amendment rights of 
all law-abiding Americans.

Earlier this year, Rep. Kind, 
a national leader in protect-
ing the rights of sportsmen, 
hunters and gun owners, in-
troduced legislation correct-
ing a longstanding inequity 
in the Internal Revenue Code 
by permitting firearm and 
ammunition manufacturers to 
pay the federal excise tax pay-
ment on a quarterly basis, like 
other industries that support 
conservation through a federal 
excise tax.

The firearm and ammuni-
tion excise tax is the major 
revenue source for funding the 
Wildlife Restoration Trust Fund 
(also known as the Pittman 
Robertson Trust Fund). Last 
year, firearm and ammunition 
manufacturers contributed 
approximately $450 million 
dollars to wildlife conservation 
through excise tax payments.

Passage of the firearms and 
ammunition excise tax reform 
legislation would not have been 
possible without the support of 
Rep. Kind.

Task Force 20-20 
Focuses on ‘Models 

of Success’ That 
Grow Hunting and 

Shooting
Task Force 20-20, the com-

mittee formed at the NSSF 
Shooting Sports Summit in 
2008 and comprising segments 
of the firearms, state agency 
and conservation communi-
ties, has launched a Models of 
Success pilot program that will 
raise awareness of the “best-of-
the-best” state recruitment and 
retention initiatives.

The overall goal of Task 
Force 20-20 is to increase hunt-
ing and shooting participation 
by 20 percent by 2014.

Task Force 20-20Åås steer-
ing committee has identified 
programs in Minnesota, Or-
egon, Arizona and Nebraska 
as initiatives that can be even 
more effective developing new 
hunters and shooters if given 
a boost from a dedicated mar-
keting campaign. The National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
will fund the promotional ef-
forts out of a $500,000 overall 
commitment to Task-Force 20-
20Åås recruitment and reten-
tion initiatives.

“NSSF is putting its finan-
cial muscle behind these most 
promising state programs, 

many of which already have a 
track record of success,” said 
Chris Dolnack, senior vice 
president of NSSF, the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shooting 
sports industry. “By building 
awareness of these entry-level 
and reactivation programs, 
we’ll add more shooters and 
hunters to our ranks. Research 
shows people are interested in 
trying hunting and shooting; 
these programs make it easy 
for them to get started or re-
started.”

The four states with pro-
grams selected as Models of 
Success are

    * MINNESOTA — The 
state’s Families Afield program 
allowing children to try hunt-
ing with an adult mentor be-
fore taking a hunter education 
course has been an outstanding 
success considering the nearly 
8,500 apprentice hunting li-
censes purchased over the last 
several years. What’s needed 
now is a “next step” effort de-
signed to encourage youngsters 
who liked their first hunt and 
want to pursue hunting to take 
a hunter education course. The 
course, which many young-
sters take with their parents, 
teaches safety, hunting ethics 
and state hunting regulations, 
and awards a certificate that is 
necessary to purchase a hunting 
license on their own when they 
are eligible.

    * OREGON — The state 
has completed an important 
project that places hunting-
access maps online. Now the 


