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around eight weeks. 
A pup is very sensi-
tive and any severe 
fear he experiences, 
such as extremely 
loud noises or being 
aggressively treated 
by children or adults 
may be deeply im-
bedded and diffi-
cult to overcome. 
On the other hand, 
you shouldn’t baby 
the puppy. Let him 
live a normal rough-
and-tumble puppy 
life -just beware of 
extreme conditions. 
Shipping is often 
done at this age, and 
while some pups 
might react nega-
tively to the experi-
ence, the healthy 
puppy that is active 
and alert is probably better off 
being shipped to his new home 
than spending another few 
weeks in a kennel.

When you cannot 
observe the litter
Trust the breeder. Ask all 

the same questions initially 
and ask about the observations 
you would make if you could 
see the litter. Tell the breeder 
the type of puppy you want 
and then rely on the breeder to 
make the final decision. Many 
breeders require a deposit if 
you want a puppy held for 
you. The remaining payment 
is made at the time you pick up 
the puppy or just before ship-
ping. You should receive the 
puppy litter registration at this 

time, or the promise that it will 
be in mail soon.

DID YOU KNOW?
There are seven retriever 

breeds:

Labrador: 3 colors, easily 
trained, mature early, athletic, 
intense, short coated, favorite 
breed of the professional train-
ers

Golden: lush coats, person-
able family dogs, great hunters, 
loves to please, get along with 
other dogs, easily trained, slow 
to mature

Chesapeake Bay: largest 
and strongest breed, inde-
pendent, love water but not 
as adept in upland terrain, 
weather resistant coat, can be 
over-protective

Flat-Coat:  moderate 
“shake-dry” coat, versatile 
hunters, fun-loving family 
dogs, insatiable desire to 
retrieve, soft temperament, 
slow to mature.

C u r l y - C o a t :  l a rg e , 
strong, durable, coat resists 
burrs and tangles, relatively 
rare in America, love water, 
develop more slowly than 
other retrievers both men-
tally and physically, defi-
nitely a one-family dog.

Nova Scotia Duck Toiler: 
double coats ranging from 
tan to dark red-gold, small, 
hardy, docile, outstanding 
family dogs, can retrieve, 
flush upland birds, and also 
“toll” (bringing ducks in off 
large lakes).

Water Spaniels and some 
Pointers also retrieve.
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