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which often indicates a lack of 
ability to respond to training. 
How does the pup react when 
you release the pinch? Is he for-
giving, licking you and assur-
ing you he is okay, or does he 
turn his head away and ignore 
you? The latter pup will take 
longer to train and won’t let 
you make many mistakes.

Finally, realize that no pup 
is perfect. After you begin train-
ing, some personality traits wilt 
show up that you won’t like. 
Training, however, is behavior 
modification, and your train-
ing program will take your 
puppy’s personality traits into 
consideration.

THE OLDER PUPPY
If you are considering a 

puppy that is twelve weeks or 
older, get two assurances from 
the breeder. 1) The puppy must 
have been taken out of his pen 
on a regular basis to experience 
different environments; other-
wise, kennel shyness may have 
developed. 2) The puppy must 
also have spent time alone with 
a person on a regular basis (for 
example, fifteen minutes a day, 
four days a week); if not, his 
socialization will be retarded, 
and much time and effort will 
be necessary to bring the pup 
to a normal attitude toward 
people. If these two aspects 
have been taken care of by the 
breeder (in other words, if the 
puppy training has begun) you 
can buy an older puppy with 
confidence.

Male or Female
When looking at the pups 

in a litter, the females may 
seem to be further ahead in 
performance. Females are more 
mature until about ten weeks of 
age; then the males begin catch-
ing up. If you haven’t made a 
decision about whether you 
want a male or female, review 
the characteristics of each. Both 
sexes make excellent work-
ing dogs in the field. A male 
might be a flashier worker, 
but many males are prone to 
inter-male aggression. Females 
leave brown spots on the lawn 
when they urinate; male urine 
kills shrubs and evergreens. 
Males mark their territory 
wherever they go. Females are 
smaller, and males usually have 

a heavier, blockier head. A lot of 
hunters think a spayed female 
is the best hunting dog.

DON’T BRING 
HOME TWO

If two puppies are desired, 
wait until the first pup is five to 
six months old before bringing 
home the second. By this age 
the first pup will have bonded 
to you and will be spending 
more time in his kennel area. 
He will also be starting his more 
formal training. The problem 
with two littermates is that the 
initial bonding is to each other 
rather than to you. If they have 
each other, neither pup will 
give you his full attention.

People who decide to get 
two puppies from the same 
litter often do so thinking this 
doubles their chances of getting 
one really good dog out of that 
particular breeding. In reality, 
they’re guaranteeing that nei-
ther pup will be outstanding. 
Modern research in dog behav-
ior indicates that puppy-human 
bonding is essential to superior 
dog performance. If it’s a rare 
person who can induce bond-
ing by more than one puppy 
at a time.

BEST AGE TO TAKE 
PUPPY HOME

The ideal age to bring a 
puppy home is seven to ten 
weeks because a puppy bonds 
very quickly at this time. He’s 
as receptive to human leader-
ship as he’ll ever be. Be mind-
ful that there is a fear period 


