
Dec 2010/Jan 2011                                  We average over a million hits a month on the net.                                         www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell
Ads starting from $120/Yr

21

the parents’ hips. If they have 
an Orthopedic Foundation for 
Animals (OFA) number, they 
are certified as being free from 
hip dysplasia. If they don’t have 
an OFA number, have the hips 
been x-rayed and evaluated 
elsewhere? If so, by whom? 
Do the puppies’ grandparents 
have OFA hips? Don’t settle for 
anything less than verification 
of soundness; just because the 
parents run without limping 
is not a guarantee that their 
hips are sound. Also, check if 
there’s any history of eye prob-
lems. Many retrievers periodi-
cally have their breeding stock 
checked to insure they are free 
of cataracts and other heredi-
tary eye problems.

OBSERVING THE 
LITTER

After you’ve located a litter, 
see the puppies, if possible. By 
six weeks of age, puppies will 
respond in different ways; by 
seven weeks, the pups will be 
ready to leave their littermates. 
There may be only a few pup-
pies to select from, depending 
on how many have already been 
sold and on which pick you 
have-second, third, etc. Some 
breeders reserve the right to do 
the selecting for each purchaser. 
This usually works out well 
because the breeder is trying to 
make the best match between 
puppy and person. of course, 
when puppies are shipped, this 
is always the case.

The puppies should be in 
a clean, healthy environment. 
Does the mother look healthy? 

She might be thin from nurs-
ing, but she should be alert and 
friendly. If possible, see the sire, 
or at least photos of him. Are 
the pups being socialized? Lis-
ten to the breeder’s comments. 
If the puppies are identified 
with ribbon collars or nail pol-
ish markings, the breeder has 
been observing the puppies 
daily and should have a good 
idea of the general personality 
of each pup.

Tell the breeder what type of 
puppy you like and then give 
special attention to the pups 
the breeder indicates would 
be right for you. If you are a 
strong-willed person, you don’t 
want the quiet pup in the litter 
no matter how cute he is. If you 
are an inexperienced trainer 
or an easygoing person, you 
definitely don’t want the most 
aggressive pup in the litter.

OBSERVING 
PUPPIES 

INDIVIDUALLY
Carry the puppies you’re 

interested in, one at a time, 
away from the litter, far enough 
so the pup can’t see or hear his 
littermates. Is the pup curious, 
wagging his tail and explor-
ing? Is he worried and trying 
to return to the litter? Can you 
attract his attention by clapping 
your hands, bending down 
close to him, and having him 
run to you? Does he follow you 
when you walk past him? Even 
though you don’t want a cling-
ing puppy, you do want him to 
come to you at least once before 
he bounces away again.

Does the pup use his eyes? 
Does he watch a rolling ball or 
moving object such as a rag on 
a string?

Is the pup mouthy? For ex-
ample, does he try to play with 
the moving object? Does he 
chew on your shoes? Does he 
grab at your fingers? A good re-
triever is a busy puppy, always 
doing something. At seven and 
eight weeks of age, will the pup 
pick up a dummy and drag it, 
or does he act as if he can’t pick 
it up? These all indicate vary-
ing degrees of mouthiness. A 
general rule of thumb is that the 
mouthier the puppy, the more 
intense the retrieving desire.

Weather permitting; check 
out the puppy’s water attitude. 
Make sure it’s a warm day and 
that the pup has easy access to 
the water. Walk into the pond 
with the pup and call him to 
you. Come out. Walk back in. 
Does the pup readily go in the 
second time? Will he go in and 
out of the water several times, 
or does he sit and watch you go 
in and out of the water?

Is the pup birdy? To find 
out, toss a dead pigeon in front 
of him. Does he sniff and mouth 
it with excitement? Is his tail 
going 90 miles an hour?

To determine the pup’s de-
gree of sensitivity, pinch either 
his ear or between his toes with 
your thumb and finger. Begin 
counting to ten when the pinch 
begins. If he reacts immediately 
before you get to one or two, 
the pup is overly sensitive; if 
he barely reacts by the count of 
eight, he’s not sensitive at all, 


