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We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine
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Buy The Book

Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven 
pages from this book to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Thanks to Alpine 
Publications we have 
offered you an excerpt 
from Retriever Puppy 

Training By Cheryl 
Loveland & Clarice 

Rutherford

The day your new retriever comes  
home is a great day! That bundle of  
energy has the potential for a great 

partnership for many years ahead. Therefore, 
it pays to spend some effort in locating litters 
and in selecting your puppy. If you haven’t yet 
decided on a specific retriever breed, read as 
much as you can about the history as well as the 
current trends of each breed. Talk to different 
owners and breeders. Then decide which one 
seems right for you. Excellent sources of breed-
ers and litters currently available are Retriever 
Field Trial News, Bird Dog & Retriever News 
and the Gun Dog magazine. You can also go 
to the American Kennel Club web site, www.
AKC.com, to connect with names of retriever 
club secretaries in your area who can refer you 
to local breeders.

Good breeders are conscientious and raise 
puppies with great care. Take the time to find the 
right one and to ask a few basic questions about 
the litter. Reliable breeders will not only answer 
your questions but will help you distinguish 
between responsible breeders and individuals 
who raise puppies only for the money, caring 
nothing about the quality of breeding stock or 
the needs of the puppies.

Ask plenty of questions. Are the parents 
from hunting dog, field trial, or show stock? 
Have the sire and dam been used as hunting 
or trial dogs? Have either the sire or dam been 
proven (had previous litters that are now per-

forming well)? Your puppy will not be a carbon 
copy of either parent but will likely have some 
behavioral characteristics of each. If either the 
sire or dam is inferior, or lacking in retrieving 
desire and soundness, the puppies might be 
inferior. Retrieving ability and trainability are 
hereditary factors just like body type, coat, and 
type of head.

Equally important is information about the 
physical condition of the sire and dam. Ask about 

Selecting Your 
Future Retriever

By Cherylon Loveland & Clarice Rutherford


