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Extreme Dogs

Brea, Calif., (October 12, 2010) 
— Lindsay and Anna King enjoy 
taking their 5-year-old English 
mastiff Moose to the vacant field 
across from their home in Green 
Valley, Ariz. There’s plenty of 
space to explore, and Moose usu-
ally doesn’t share the field with 
anything but the occasional graz-
ing cow. However, during a recent 
visit to the field, Moose caught 
sight of a mule that had ventured 
into the area. Eager to investigate, 
Moose slowly crept behind the 
mule for a better sniff. “And that’s 
when the mule kicked him right 
in the head,” Lindsay said. “The 
mule kicked him so hard that if 
he had been a smaller breed of 
dog, I know Moose would have 
been dead.”

The Kings examined Moose 
immediately and found a swollen 
knot under the dog’s jaw and a 
small amount of blood from a cut 
on his cheek. “We got him back 
home and by then, his head had 
swollen to about twice its normal 
size,” Lindsay said. “He was also 
staring off into space, so we knew 
he’d need to see a veterinarian.”

With their regular veterinar-
ian’s office closed for the weekend, 
Lindsay and Anna drove Moose 
30 miles to a veterinary hospital 
in Tucson. A lengthy examination 
and a series of X-rays revealed 
that the kick to the head hadn’t 

resulted in any loose teeth or a 
broken jaw.

“We knew Moose was in a 
lot of pain 
when we got 
him home 
and he went 
straight for 
his kennel,” 
L i n d s a y 
sa id .  “He 
just wanted 
to  be  le f t 
alone.” The 
Kings kept 
Moose quiet 
a n d  c o m -
fortable, ad-
ministered 
t h e  p a i n 
medication 
prescribed 
by the veter-
inarian, and 
tried unsuc-
cessfully to 
ice the dog’s 
swollen jaw 
(“Moose didn’t like that at all”). 
Three days later, Moose was back 
on his feet.

The Kings haven’t seen the 
mule that kicked Moose during 
the few trips they’ve made back to 
the field since the accident, but the 
mastiff stays close to Lindsay and 
Anna just the same. “We’re going 
to keep Moose on his leash from 

now on,” Lindsay said.

Lindsay’s claim for Moose’s 
mule incident was one of more 
than 80,000 claims received in the 
month of September by Veterinary 
Pet Insurance Co. (VPI), the na-
tion’s oldest and largest provider 
of pet health insurance. Lindsay’s 
claim was considered along with 
other uncommon medical claims 
submitted in September and se-
lected by VPI as the most unusual 
of the bunch.

As the most unusual claim 
submitted in September, Lindsay’s 

claim will 
be placed 
in the run-
ning for the 
2011 VPI 
Hambone 
AwardSM. 
E a c h 
m o n t h , 
V P I  e m -
p l o y e e s 
nominate 
the most 
i n t e re s t -
ing claim 
s u b m i t -
ted, and in 
September 
2011, the 
company 
w i l l  a s k 
the public 
to vote for 
the most 
u n u s u a l 
c l a i m  o f 

the year. The VPI Hambone Award 
is named in honor of a VPI-insured 
dog that got stuck in a refrigerator 
and ate an entire Thanksgiving 
ham while waiting for someone 
to find him. The dog was even-
tually found with a licked-clean 
ham bone and a mild case of hy-
pothermia.

Dog Gets a Kick Out of 
Encounter With Mule

Nation’s Largest Pet Insurer Selects Most Unusual September Claim


