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contaminated kennels and 
other areas where infected dogs 
are (or have been) housed is 
essential to control the spread 
of parvovirus. The virus is not 
easily killed, so consult your 
veterinarian for specific guid-
ance on cleaning and disinfect-
ing agents.

How is parvovirus 
prevented?

Vaccination and good hy-
giene are critical components of 
canine parvovirus prevention.

Vaccination is extremely 
important. Young puppies are 
very susceptible to infection, 
particularly because the natu-
ral immunity provided in their 
mothers’ milk may wear off be-
fore the puppies’ own immune 
systems are mature enough to 
fight off infection. If a puppy is 
exposed to canine parvovirus 
during this gap in protection, 
it may become ill. An addi-
tional concern is that immunity 
provided by a mother’s milk 
may interfere with an effective 
response to vaccination. This 
means even vaccinated puppies 
may occasionally be infected 
by parvovirus and develop 
disease. To reduce gaps in pro-
tection and provide the best 
protection against parvovirus 
during the first few months of 
life, a series of puppy vaccina-
tions are administered. Puppies 
should receive a dose of canine 
parvovirus vaccine between 14 
and 16 weeks of age, regard-
less of how many doses they 
received earlier, to develop 
adequate protection.

To protect their adult dogs, 
pet owners should be sure that 
their dog’s parvovirus vaccina-
tion is up-to-date. Ask your vet-
erinarian about a recommend-
ed vaccination 
program for 
your canine 
companion.

In spite of 
proper vacci-
nation, a small 
percentage of 
dogs do not de-
velop protec-
tive immunity 
and  remain 
susceptible to 
infection.

U n t i l  a 
puppy has re-
ceived its com-
plete series of 
vaccinations, 
pet owners should use cau-
tion when bringing their pet to 
places where young puppies 
congregate (e.g. pet shops, 
parks, puppy classes, obedience 
classes, doggy daycare, kennels, 
and grooming establishments). 
Reputable establishments and 
training programs reduce ex-
posure risk by requiring vac-
cinations, health examinations, 
good hygiene, and isolation of 
ill puppies and dogs. Contact 
with known infected dogs and 
their premises should always 
be avoided.

Finally, do not let your pup-
py or adult dog to come into 
contact with the fecal waste 
of other dogs while walking 
or playing outdoors. Prompt 
and proper disposal of waste 

material is always advisable as 
a way to limit spread of canine 
parvovirus infection as well as 
other diseases that can infect 
humans and animals.

Dogs with vomit-
ing or diarrhea or other 
dogs which have been 
exposed to ill dogs 
should not be taken to 
kennels, show grounds, 
dog parks, or other ar-
eas where they will 
come into contact with 
other dogs. Similar-
ly, unvaccinated dogs 
should not be exposed 
to ill dogs or those with 
unknown vaccination 
histories. People who 
are in contact with sick 
or exposed dogs should 
avoid handling of other 
dogs or at least wash 
their hands and change 

their clothes before doing so.

Although this brochure 
provides basic information 
about canine parvovirus, your 
veterinarian is always your best 
source of health information. 
Consult your veterinarian for 
more information about canine 
parvovirus and its prevention.

And Now A Note On 
Your Pet’s

Article finished on 
page 66


