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with the behavior of the na-
tive birds they seek.

However, as sort of sec-
ond cousins to the affluent, 
those hunters who chose to 
send their gun dogs off with 
an eminent field trial trainer/
handler should recognize 
that they won’t have choice 
seats at the banquet table. 
The trainer heading up the 
operation will spend very 
little if any personal time with 
the hunting dogs in the string. 
So when a hunter’s dog comes 
back, he shouldn’t be naive 
enough to claim that “good ol’ 
Buck was trained by so-and-so 
the guy that won The National 
a couple years ago.”

 If the top trainer has suf-
ficient, good help under his 
supervision, a trip to the prai-
ries for a hunting dog will be a 
pay-off investment for a sports-
man. If a competent trainer is 
short of good help or sloughs 
off the gun dog training to 
some rummy, hanging around 
camp, enrolling a hunting dog 
will turn out to be an expensive 
waste of time.

The responsibility for check-
ing out trainers and deciding 
who and what will most benefit 
a hunting dog rests exclusively 
with the owner. The vast ma-
jority of trainers are honest. 
Responsible ones will give you 
references so you can check 
with satisfied clients. You may 
find a trainer who will discuss 
and consider your require-
ments for a hunting dog and 
“custom train” by altering and 
adjusting his customary train-

ing routine to suit you or the 
individual dog. But that will be 
a rare find. Most have a pretty 
cut and dried modus operandi, 
to which some dogs quickly 
adapt others are drilled into 
acquiescence and some simply 
fail. There is very little a gun 
dog owner can do about how 
well his dog is trained once he 
commits to a trainer, so shop-
ping around isn’t a waste of 
time.

Remember that field trial 
performers are superlatively 
trained. The best of them are 
“bird-dogs-plus” because their 
owners had faith in the men 
they commissioned to do the 
training and paid for the time 
it takes to evaluate and bring 
along a champion.

Few hunters are that de-
voted. It is easy for misun-
derstandings to occur when a 
hunter believes a dog ought to 
be “fully trained”  if it spends a 
couple of months with a trainer. 
In turn, trainers feel pressure 
to show some results and may 
shortcut something that, given 
time to come along on its own, 
might have been naturally in-
duced rather than mechanically 

instilled.

Everyone, including the 
dog in question, will be much 
happier and better off if own-
ers recognize that, given the 
world as we know it today, the 
“professionally trained hunting 
dog” expected after X-number 
of months may rate the descrip-
tion of “well trained” but has 
not yet proven to be a hunting 
dog.

How long before the dog 
a sportsman gets back from a 
trainer (who has discharged his 
responsibility to implement the 
mechanics of training) becomes 
a trained hunting dog rests en-
tirely with the owner. Progress 
will depend on how responsible 
the gun dogs owner is in seeing 
that his trained charge is hunt-
ed hard and frequently on wild 
game in its natural habitat. That 
should be an enviable respon-
sibility. But for most sportsmen 
today, it is easier contemplated 
than accomplished.


