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Training

Problem-solving relat 
ed to dog training is  
a matter of sorting.  

On the surface, problems may 
seem complex, yet in most cases 
the principal cause is simple, 
and often easily corrected, says 
Bob West, field consultant and 
trainer for Purina’ brand Hi Pro 
dog food.  In this article, West 
discusses how to solve some 
common problems.

Here’s a “problem”: Your 
dog goes after downed birds, 
picks them up and carries them 
around, but won’t bring them 
to you.  What can be done?

Our first thoughts may be 
to literally train the retrieve as 

Purina Hi Pro’s Bob West Says:

Do It Right! Avoiding 
Problems Beats Correcting 

Them

a command — a lengthy and 
somewhat involved process.  
However, the real answer lies 
in reinforcing the command to 
“come” when called.

Is this an over simplifica-
tion? No, very often we find 
that instead of a dog having 
severe behavior “problems,” 
actually it is a matter of the 
basics having been overlooked 
or shortcut in training.

Our “hypothetical” dog ba-
sically is a natural retriever; we 
only need to override a slight 
self-seeking trait.  By coupling 
a higher level of obedience to 
the “come” command to his 
inherent desire to retrieve, the 

bird is retrieved to hand.  Most 
dogs are happy to do this real-
izing the reward of praise that 
follows a job well done.

Top performing gun dogs 
are the result of a quality dog, 
properly socialized and intro-
duced to the hunting environ-
ment, then progressively obedi-
ence trained.

Most of us realize the im-
portance of good breeding 
when choosing a pup.  Then 
socialization follows naturally 
as we enjoy spending time with 
our new friend at home and in 
the field.  As training progresses 
from short playtime outings 
to formal repetitive sessions, 
many of us tend to falter.

Now, more than ever, the 
training process requires a com-
mitment of time and patience.  
Communicating meanings of 
commands to young dogs is a 
long, drawn-out process.  Each 
command must be commu-
nicated and understood, then 
reinforced as we progress.

Other problems stem from 
a lack of understanding of 
the training process.  There 
are those who don’t believe 
a hunting dog needs to learn 
the “heel” or other basic com-
mands, thinking it “sissy,” or 
“just for house dogs or the 
obedience ring.” These folks are 
missing the boat in achieving 
overall solid performance.

If you don’t have control of 
your dog on a three-foot lead, 
how do you expect him to obey 
you at 200 yards?

There is more to dog train-


