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Dennis, our membership 
is way down, we know times 
are bad but we are hitting criti-
cal numbers, do you have any 
ideas to keep our club from 
closing? Name withheld as 
requested. 

Most club are going through 
tough times as we all are. A few 
clubs though seems to be thriv-
ing. The ones that are doing 
good do several things. 

First they understand that 
members burn out. They avoid 
this by not allowing the same 
people to run events and be-
ing the officers every year. It 
means you need to hold some 
hands and do some training, 
and sometimes things don’t 
run totally smooth but thngs 
work out.

Second they realize the im-
portant of families and young 
people in their club. Get a 
family to jon your cluband not 
only do you have members and 
entrants to your events but you 
also have people to help with 
banquets, plant birds, hold 
dogs. Granted some people 
don’t like the kids around, but 
we all were there once and we 
are talking about the future of 
the club.

Third are you letting the 
public know you exist? Are you 
doing demonstrations and are 
you getting booths at events? 
Yea it takes work and a bit of 
money but losing your club is 
no picnic. Contact area Rotary 
and Boy and Girl Scout clubs 
all are open to dogs clubs doing 
show & tells.

Lastly how much are you 
charging for membership & 
banquets? When Ron was young 
we found it cheaper to leave 
him home with the babysitter 
than pay the $50 ticket to get in. 
And once there somehow mom 
& dad found enough money to 
buy tickets to make sure they 
win something.

Hope that helps. Dennis G

Dennis, I am new to the 
sport and really enjoy your 
magazine. Now that the season 
is over do I have to wait eight 
months to get my dog in action 
again? Do you have any ideas 
for the off season? Roy R St 
Paul Park, MN

If you get envolved in dog 
activities you will quickly find 
out there is no off season.First 
of all go to our website www.
Bdarn.com and find an area 
club that fits you and join it. 
You then will have monthly 
meetings and about 8 months 
out of the year monthly training 
sessions. 

This time of year there are 
an abundance of seminars you 
can attend. Even if you have no 
intents on beng a judge, an af-
ternoon of learning how would 
make you a much betterdog 
handler. 

You can also sign-up and 
help with the upcoming hunt 
test and field trial season just a 
few months away and pratice to 
run yourself. And lets not forget 
about the dog shows going on 
now too. Dennis G


