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not hurt overall pheasant num-
bers in future years because only 
cock pheasants may be harvested, 
Vonk said.

“As crops are taken from the 
fields, the refuge that pheasants 
found in oceans of cornfields will 
disappear, and birds will be con-
centrated in the remaining cover,” 
Vonk said. “The addition to the 
limits will allow hunters the abil-
ity to make up for opportunities 
that were lost in the first part of 
the season.”

GFP Offering 
Conservation 
Opportunity

Contact: Rocco Murano or 
Matt Grunig, GFP Huron Office 
(605/353-7145)

PIERRE, S.D. – Today (Nov. 
23) marks the first day for South 
Dakota landowners in the James 
River watershed to enroll en-
vironmentally sensitive land 
through a new program that will 
provide additional incentives to 
the Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP).

Through a unique partnership 
between the Game, Fish and 
Parks Department and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Farm Service Agency, landown-
ers have the opportunity to set 
aside agricultural acres that meet 
certain criteria into a Conserva-
tion Reserve Enhancement Pro-
gram (CREP).

Plans call for the program to 
set aside 100,000 acres in the 
James River watershed that will 
improve water quality, provide 
flood control, reduce soil erosion, 
and provide recreation access. 
The CREP will give agriculture 
producers another option for 
managing their land for financial 
incentives that are up to 40 per-

cent higher than the normal rental 
rate for CRP land.

The James River watershed is 
an area of critical importance to 
South Dakota wildlife, and is an 
area that can provide a valuable 
expansion of public access op-
portunities in the eastern part of 
the state.

“All lands enrolled in the CREP 
program will be open to public 
fishing and hunting,” GFP Sec-
retary Jeff Vonk said. “The James 
River corridor has been a primary 
pheasant area for the past 60 
years. We have the opportunity 
to produce valuable nesting cover 
for pheasants as well as other 
wildlife that depends on wet-
lands and grassland.”

“We have seen a reduction 
of 500,000 acres of CRP in the 
last five years. CREP will help 
mitigate those losses in an area 
where we can maximize benefits 
to upland nesting game birds 
like pheasants,” Vonk said. “In 
addition, certain tracts of expired 
CRP acres in the project area 
may qualify for re-enrollment in 
CREP.”

Sign up for the program be-
gins on Nov. 23. Landowners 
interested in more information 
on CREP may contact the GFP 
District Office in Huron 
(605/353-7145), their lo-
cal USDA service cen-
ter, or a Pheasants For-
ever Farm Bill biolo-
gist (www.sdgfp.info/
Wildlife/PrivateLands/
PFBiologists.pdf).

“CREP is a win-win-
win for agriculture pro-
ducers, wildlife, and 
sportsmen,” Vonk said. 
“This program will pro-
vide an economically 

sound land management option 
for landowners, thousands of 
acres of habitat to benefit wildlife, 
and access to private land for 
hunters and anglers.”

More information on the CREP 
program is available at this link 
to the Farm Service Agency Web 
site: www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/w
ebapp?area=home&subject=cop
r&topic=cep

Spring Light Goose 
Conservation Order 

Proposed
 The South Dakota Game Fish 

and Parks Commission will 
propose a change at its Novem-
ber meeting in the Spring Light 
Goose Conservation Order.

The change would open the 
spring light goose season state-
wide beginning on the 106th 
day from the Saturday closest to 
Nov. 1, and keep it open for 79 
consecutive days.

Since migratory waterfowl fall 
under federal guidelines, that al-
lows GFP to open the light goose 
conservation order immediately 
after the last South Dakota Can-
ada goose season has closed.


