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rector Emmett Keyser. “Through 
this series of meetings, we’re 
hoping to identify specific ideas, 
opportunities and potential solu-
tions to help us address goose-
management issues.”

In addition to GFP staff, mem-
bers of the Canada Goose Man-
agement & Depredation Working 
Group will attend the meetings to 
gather public input.

“GFP staff will provide a short 
background  presentation on 
goose-management issues, but 
the bulk of meeting time will be 
spent in small groups so citizens 
have the opportunity to share 
their ideas,” said Tom Kirschen-
mann, Terrestrial Section Chief 
for the Division of Wildlife.

“Members of the Working 
Group have been asked to as-
sist us in developing a series of 
recommendations on Canada 
goose management issues,” Key-
ser said. “We are fortunate to 
have such a committed group of 
citizens. They represent a good 
cross-section of the public, and 
gladly devote their time and en-
ergy to help us out.”

The open-house meetings will 
run from 7-9 p.m. and are sched-
uled as follows:

Dec. 8 – Madison, Camp Lako-
dia on Lake Herman

Dec. 14 – Watertown, Ramkota 
Inn

Jan. 4 – Webster, The Galley 
Restaurant

Jan. 11 – Brookings, Days Inn
For more information, call the 

Sioux Falls GFP Regional Office 
at 605-362-2700 or the Watertown 
GFP Regional Office at 605-882-
5200.

 Turn in Poachers Web 
Site Gets an Upgrade

PIERRE, S.D. – South Dakota’s 
Turn in Poachers (TIPs) Internet 
Web page is getting a facelift, 
including the addition of links to 
unsolved cases.

TIPs is a cooperative effort be-
tween the Game, Fish and Parks 
Department and the non-profit 
Wildlife Protection, Inc.

The Web page, http://www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/TIPS/Index.
htm, has been around for several 
years and provides a historical 
perspective of the TIPs program 
in addition to keeping the public 
informed on the statistical data. It 
will now feature information on 
high-profile cases being investi-
gated by wildlife law enforce-
ment.

According to TIPs Coordinator, 
Charlie Wharton, this addition 
was prompted by two recent 
South Dakota poaching cases. 
“The killing of a moose in the 
Black Hills in early fall and the 
more recent case involving a big-
horn sheep in Custer State Park 
provided the impetus to reach 
out to Web users for information. 
In the past, TIPs has sought out 
general information on wildlife 
violations; but, with this addition, 
we are taking our cases directly to 
the public.”

The first case being featured 
on the Web site involves the il-
legal killing of a mature bighorn 
sheep in Custer State Park, near 
Game Lodge Campground and 
Creek Side Resort on Friday, Nov. 
27 (http://www.sdgfp.info/
Wildlife/TIPS/BigHornPoached.
htm). The animal’s head and cape 
were taken, while the carcass was 
left to rot.

The importance of this case is 
multiplied because this mature 
ram was one of only nine that live 
in the park.

Wharton encourages individu-
als to check back on a regular 
basis to view cases under inves-
tigation. “Our wildlife belongs to 
all South Dakotans. By providing 
information that brings poach-
ers to justice, the public can help 
solve crimes and protect this re-
source for future generations.”

 PHEASANT LIMITS 
MAY INCREASE IN 

DECEMBER
Pierre, S.D. – Due to the delayed 

harvest of crops this fall, the 
South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Commission intends to act 
at its Dec. 3-4 meeting in Pierre on 
a proposal to raise the three-bird 
daily pheasant bag limit to five 
cock pheasants daily.

Under the proposal, the cur-
rent 15-bird pheasant possession 
limit would increase to 25 male 
pheasants.

If adopted, the emergency rule 
would take effect Saturday, Dec. 
5, 2009, and remain in place until 
the current pheasant season ends 
on Jan. 3, 2010.

“The ability of hunters to har-
vest pheasants in the first seven 
weeks of the 2009 pheasant hunt-
ing season has been severely 
inhibited by lack of row-crop 
harvest,” said GFP Secretary Jeff 
Vonk.  “The weather patterns 
that led to this situation were not 
anticipated by the Commission 
when it adopted the pheasant 
season back in April.”

The adjustments in the daily 
limit and possession limit will 


