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However, portions of each 
refuge are closed to hunting. 
Hunters should contact refuge 
headquarters for map leaflets 
designating closed areas and 
other restrictions: Arrowwood 
(701) 285-3341; Audubon (701) 
442-5474; Des Lacs (701) 385-4046; 
J. Clark Salyer (701) 768-2548; 
Lake Alice (701) 662-8611; Lake 
Zahl (701) 965-6488; Long Lake 
(701) 387-4397; Lostwood (701) 
848-2722; Tewaukon (701) 724-
3598; and Upper Souris (701) 
468-5467.

National wildlife refuges are 
managed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Hunters are 
reminded that use of nontoxic 
shot is required on all USFWS 
lands. State regulations found in 
the North Dakota 2009-10 Small 
Game Guide apply. Seasons for 
pheasant, sharp-tailed grouse, 
Hungarian partridge and ruffed 
grouse close statewide on Jan. 3, 
2010.

South Dakota
Pheasant management 

plan ready for 
implementation

The S.D. Game, Fish and Parks 
Department has completed a 
pheasant management plan that 
will guide conservation efforts 
for pheasants and other related 
activities for the next five years.

“Pheasants and pheasant hunt-
ing are important parts of who 
we are as South Dakotans,” 
said Chad Switzer, GFP terres-
trial wildlife administrator. “We 
drafted this plan in recognition of 
that importance and the desire to 
manage for the future rather than 
wait for problems to arise.”

In addition to the input of GFP 
wildlife professionals, the plan 
also had a public draft review, 
he said.

“It is obvious that both hunters 
and non-hunters value pheasants 
in our state,” Switzer said. “Our 
success with these birds relies 
heavily on cooperation with all 
citizens.”

The Ring-necked Pheasant Man-
agement Plan for South Dakota 
2009-2014 can be found on the 
GFP Web site at: http://www.
sdgfp.info/Wildlife/hunting/
Pheasant/PheasantManagement-
Plan.htm

GFP Continues 
Evaluation of Walk-In 

areas
The South Dakota Game, Fish 

and Parks Department has been 
conducting an evaluation of 
Walk-In Areas to determine how 
hunters are using those areas and 
the effectiveness of the program.

Walk-In Areas are private lands 
leased by GFP for public hunting 
opportunities. Currently, more 
than one million acres are en-
rolled in the hunting program.

GFP began evaluating 91 Walk-
In Areas along 10 different routes 
taken by GFP personnel on ran-
dom schedules during the past 
hunting season. Survey cards 
were placed on windshields of 
parked vehicles on survey routes, 
and hunters were asked to com-
plete the cards and drop them in 
the mail.

Five of the survey routes will 
end Jan. 3. Surveying on the re-
maining five routes will conclude 
at the end of January. Hunters 
who have received cards and 
have not already returned them 

are encouraged to send them in 
immediately so the data can be 
included.

“This is an important study for 
our agency as we look at how 
effective our program has been 
and what improvements might 
be warranted,” said Dr. Larry 
Gigliotti, GFP human dimension 
specialist. “Our most accurate 
survey results come through the 
considerate cooperation of all 
those we have contacted.”

A second phase of the study will 
involve a general survey of the 
entire Walk-In Areas Program to 
determine hunters’ use of it and 
their evaluation of the program. 
An e-mail invitation to complete 
the online survey will be sent to a 
random sample of hunters on Jan. 
3, and a mail survey will be sent 
to non-respondents at month’s 
end. Hunters are encouraged to 
complete the surveys on the use 
and value of the Walk-In Areas 
Program.

GFP to hold Canada 
Goose Management 

Meetings
Four open-house meetings 

on Canada goose management 
and crop depredation have been 
scheduled for South Dakota land-
owners, agricultural producers, 
sportsmen and other members 
of the public.

The sessions will be hosted by 
the South Dakota Game, Fish and 
Parks Department.

“We are looking for citizen input 
and the opportunity to share in-
formation with our state’s ag pro-
ducers, sportsmen and anyone 
else interested in Canada goose 
management and depredation,” 
said GFP Assistant Wildlife Di-


