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State News

Iowa
Trumpeter Swan Shot in 

Clinton County
GOOSE LAKE, Iowa - The Iowa 

Department of Natural Resources 
is asking the public for help to 
identify the person or persons 
responsible for shooting a trum-
peter swan on or before Nov. 15, 
near the Goose Lake Wildlife 
Area, in Clinton County.

On Nov. 15, a trumpeter swan 
was found walking along Hwy. 
136 west of the town of Goose 
Lake and near the Goose Lake 
Wildlife Area. Initially, the swan 
was believed to have hit a power 
line, but x-rays revealed pellets in 
the trumpeter’s wing. The swan 
is in the process of getting to a 
wildlife rehabilitator but its long 
term prognosis is not clear.

“We’ve had swan shootings at 
Goose Lake in the past,” said 
Luke Webinger, conservation of-
ficer for Clinton County. “At the 
very least, the swan will never fly 
again. This large female swan was 
hatched in 2000 here in Clinton 
County and was seen flying in 
and around the area over the last 
nine years. What we need is the 
public’s help with any informa-
tion on this shooting.”

Anyone with information is 
encouraged to come forward 
either by calling Webinger at 
563-357-1078 or by calling the 
Turn-in-Poachers hotline at 1-800-
532-2020. Callers may remain 
anonymous. Callers may be 
eligible for a reward through the 
TIP program.

In addition to any citations and 
fines, shooting a trumpeter swan 
has the potential for $1,500 in 
liquidated damages.

MINNeSoTa
$3,740,000 awarded for 

conservation projects in 
Minnesota

Fish and wildlife habitat in Min-
nesota will receive a major shot in 
the arm with $3,740,000 in Con-
servation Partners Legacy (CPL) 
grants that have been awarded 
to fund 35 conservation projects 
around the state, according to the 
Minnesota Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR).

Funding comes from the Out-
door Heritage Fund, created 
when Minnesota voters approved 
the Clean Water, Land and Legacy 
Amendment.

A total of 127 applications total-
ing $16.5 million were received 
during the first round of the 
CPL grant program for projects 
designed to restore, enhance or 
protect fish, game and wildlife 
habitat. The program is an initia-
tive of the Lessard-Sams Outdoor 
Heritage Council (LSOHC).

“The volume of applications we 
received and the energy around 
these efforts has been impres-
sive,” said DNR Commissioner 
Mark Holsten. “The scope of the 
projects we selected and the great 
partners we’ll be working with 
are as diverse as the state itself. 
These grant awards really kick off 
a new era of conservation work in 
Minnesota.”

Local, state and federal non-
profit organizations, along with 
governmental entities, were eli-
gible to apply for grants ranging 
from $5,000 to $400,000. Twenty-
seven of the 35 projects funded 
are under $125,000, accounting 
for 49 percent of the total award-
ed funds, according to Leslie 
Tannahill, DNR Grant Program 
coordinator.

Tannahill called the task of 
selecting the grant recipients “a 
difficult but gratifying challenge. 
The high number of applications 
we received was a real testament 
to the deep appreciation Minne-
sota citizens have for our state’s 
natural resources.”

“The success of the program is 
very important to the Council and 
to the hunters and anglers of Min-
nesota,” said Bill Becker, LSOHC 
executive director. “This grant 
process provides a way for local 
hunters and anglers to participate 
in significant conservation proj-
ects around the state.”

A complete list of the successful 
grant applications can be found 
online.

NeBRaSKa
Conditions Vary in 
Pheasant opener

 LINCOLN, Neb. – Plenty of 
good pheasant hunting was avail-
able throughout the state as the 
season opened over the weekend, 
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, despite some dif-
ficult conditions.

A wet October resulted in large 
areas of unharvested crops and 
miles of impassable unimproved 
roads, challenging many hunters 
to get to and find birds. Expect 
hunting to improve dramati-
cally with drier weather and more 
crops out of the field.


