
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

December 2009/January 2010                                 Now in our eighteenth year                                                               www.Bdarn.com

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, 563 17th Ave NW, New Brighton, MN 55112 612-868-9169 Cell

Amendment.

The Adames lawsuit was filed by 
the Brady Center on behalf of a family 
seeking to hold Beretta responsible for 
the tragic shooting death of their son, 
caused solely by the criminal acts of 
a teenage boy who gained unauthor-
ized access to his father’s unsecured 
service pistol. The case was originally 
dismissed by a Chicago trial court, 
subsequently reinstated in part by the 
Illinois Court of Appeals, and then ul-
timately found to be barred under the 
PLCAA by the Illinois Supreme Court. 
By its decision yesterday, the Supreme 
Court found it unnecessary to con-
sider the Illinois Supreme Court’s 
well-reasoned decision that held the 
PLCAA was both constitutional and 
clearly applicable to this lawsuit.

Representing Beretta in the case 
was Craig Livingston of the Livings-
ton Law Firm, who after being noti-
fied of the Supreme Court’s rejection 
of the appeal remarked, “And so ends 
a long legal battle -- from the trial 
court in Chicago, through the Illinois 
appellate courts, and all the way up 
to the U.S. Supreme Court -- which 
served only to confirm what has been 
known since May 5, 2001, namely that 
this tragic shooting death was caused 
not by any defect in a Cook County 
Corrections Officer’s Beretta pistol, 
but rather by its reckless misuse on 
that fateful day by his teenage son.”

Lawrence G. Keane, senior vice 
president and general counsel of the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion (NSSF), the trade association 
for the firearms industry, applauded 
yesterday’s Supreme Court rejection 
of the Brady Center’s appeal, stating, 
“Frivolous and unsupported lawsuits 
such as Adames that attempt to force 
manufacturers of firearms to pay for 
the crimes of others over whom they 
have no control are precisely what the 
PLCAA is designed to stop.”

NSSF Supports 
Arizona’s Efforts to 
Grow Hunting and 

Shooting; Awards 
$82,500 in Grants
PHOENIX, Ariz. -- With the assis-

tance of the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, Arizona Fish & Game 
Department is working to secure the 
future of hunting by tapping the en-
thusiasm of youth and seniors.

The department announced new 
programs at a press conference today, 
with two initiatives made possible 
by grants provided by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation totaling 
$82,500.

These are the first grants Arizona 
Fish & Game has received through 
NSSF’s Hunting Heritage Partnership 
Program, which has provided nearly 
$3.4 million in assistance to wildlife 
agencies over the past seven years to 
create hunting and recreational shoot-
ing opportunities.

“NSSF’s Hunting Heritage Part-
nership grants are awarded based 
on the potential for developing new 
hunters and shooters and reactivat-
ing inactive sportsmen and women,” 
said Steve Sanetti, president of the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion. “Arizona’s new programs show 
real promise for success, and NSSF is 
proud to support them.”

A Senior Hunts program seeks 
to motivate sportsmen who have 
reduced their time spent afield or 
stopped hunting altogether to use 
their years of experience to pass on 
knowledge and skills to a new genera-
tion of hunters. Seniors can serve as 
mentors in the field and in the class-
room to give newcomers and novices 
expertise that would take years to 
develop on their own.

A second mentoring program en-
courages sportsmen’s organizations 
to develop small game camps to help 
get youth hunters started hunting and 
to utilize the state’s new apprentice 
hunting license program that allows 
a youth to hunt with a licensed men-
tor before taking a hunter education 
course.

“We have utilized the latest re-
search on participation in develop-
ing these introductory hunting pro-
grams,” said Larry Voyles, director 
of Arizona Fish & Game. “We thank 
NSSF for its generous support and 
for funding the Hunting Heritage 
Partnership. This is a great example of 
how state agencies and industry can 
work together to preserve hunting.”

Apprentice hunting license pro-
grams, pioneered by the Families 
Afield program jointly supported by 
NSSF, the U.S. Sportsman’s Alliance 
and National Wild Turkey Federation, 
have resulted in more than 300,000 
new youth hunters over the last sev-
eral years.

Apprentice hunting 
licenses are new to 

Arizona as of this year.
Arizona was one of nine state 

wildlife agencies to receive nearly 
$500,000 in grants through NSSF’s 
Hunting Heritage Partnership in 2009. 
Since the inception of the Hunting 
Heritage Partnership, 37 states have 
received funding.

First Shots
Following the press conference, 

the fish and game department spon-
sored a First Shots seminar for at-
tending media. First Shots is an NSSF 
program that provides a supervised 
introduction to shooting and safe 
firearms handling. Learn more at 
firstshots.org.


