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Coursing Association.

Many states have their own tattoo registry pro-
grams. Get information about tattoo registries in your 
state through your veterinarian, local breed clubs, 
humane societies and animal shelters. Or contact one 
of the national registries listed below.

National Dog Registry, Box 116, Woodstock, NY 
12498 (914) 679-2355 or 800 NDR DOGS

Tattoo-A-Pet, 1625 Emmons Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11235 (718) 646-8200 or (800) TATTOOS

Breeders’s Action Board,15870 Allen Road,Taylor, 
MI 48180 (313) 285-6311

Microchip Identification
A computer microchip is another method of 

positive identification for the individual dog. The 
microchip, made of biochemical glass, is about the 
size of a grain of rice. It contains a ten-digit number 
which is and remains individual for every dog.

A veterinarian implants the chip under the skin 
between the shoulders of the dog. The procedure is 
fast, easy and practically painless. The chip implant 
has undergone five years of medical testing and has 
been found to be completely safe.

The microchip has a life span of 25 years and dogs 
can be implanted beginning at six weeks of age.

To identify a dog with a microchip, veterinar-
ians, humane societies, local breed clubs and animal 
research facilities equipped with hand-held scanners 
simply pass them over the dog’s shoulders and the 
number will be displayed on the scanner.

The dog’s microchip number cannot be altered 
and is controlled by a central microchip registry, 
INFOPET.

The limitation of the microchip implant concerns 
the person who finds a lost or stolen dog. That per-
son must be knowledgeable enough to assume that 
perhaps the dog has a microchip implant and take 
the dog to a veterinarian or shelter equipped with 
a scanner.

The microchip does present another option for 
identifying dogs, and the individual dog owner has 
to decide what method is preferable for his or her 
particular situation.

INFOPET, 5137 N. Clareton, Suite 110, Agoura, 
CA 91301 (800) INFOPET

Taking the Stink out of 
Skunk

The news has traveled far: Scientists nationwide 
are claiming a homemade recipe can give you peace of 
mind if your pet has an unpleasant encounter with a 
skunk... of course there’s still folks who prefer tomato 
juice or vinegar.

Forget tomato juice, it just doesn’t work, Division 
of Wildlife researcher Tom Beck said while looking 
over a recipe.

He wasn’t talking about a bloody Mary.

Beck’s dog recently rolled around in the remnants 
of a skunk that had been dead for two weeks.  “There’s 
nothing that smells much worse,” he said.

Instead of banishing his dog outside for the night, 
Beck tried a chemical concoction of hydrogen peroxide, 
baking soda and liquid soap.  The combination appar-
ently neutralizes organic compounds that cause the 
foul-smelling odor.

“It really works,” Beck said.  He found the recipe 
in Wildlife Control Technology magazine.

The formula is a safe, fast and cheap skunk deodor-
ant that was developed by chemist Paul Krebaum of 
Lisle, IL when a colleague’s cat was in dire need of a 
cure.  The recipe includes:

One quart of 3 percent hydrogen peroxide

One-fourth cup baking soda

One teaspoon liquid soap

Skunk essence is made of sulfur molecules, Kre-
baum explained in the article.  The materials in the 
recipe, when mixed together, form an alkaline peroxide, 
which chemically changes the skunk essence into sul-
fonic acid; a completely odorless chemical.  The soap 
breaks down the oily skunk essence, making it more 
susceptible to the other chemicals.
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