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 Permanent Identification For 
Your Dogs

Positive identification of  
dogs is one of the most  
important kinds of re-

cord-keeping for any kennel. With-
out a good system of permanent 
identification, the growing problem 
of recovering stolen or lost dogs 
becomes an almost impossible task. 
It is also valuable for keeping an 
accurate record of breeding stock 
and pups.

One of the most successful 
methods of identification is tat-
tooing. More than 27,000 dogs and 
8,000 cats have been identified with 
ear tattoos at the Purina Pet Care 
Center.

Tattoo inks or pastes contain 
insoluble pigments that will not re-
act with blood or tissues. Black ink 
is most commonly used for light-
skinned animals, however green 
ink is legible on both light and dark 
skin.

Using the Vibrator 
Tattoo

Vibrator tattoos used with ani-
mals are similar to those used to tat-
too humans. The vibrator unit is used 
like a pencil to write safely under 
the skin. A bundle of 5 to 10 needles 
penetrates the top layer of skin at a 
high speed with the ink going under 
the skin through hundreds of tiny 
holes. The needles cause very little 
discomfort. Adult dogs may often 
resist because of the noise of the 
vibrator. It is best used with puppies 
under five weeks of age or for tattoo-

ing the flanks of older dogs.

Tattooing is a simple 
procedure:

Have ready the vibrator, ink, 
scissors or a pair of hair clippers, 
and a soft cloth for cleaning up.

Clip the hair from the underside 
of the ear, or the part of the flank that 
will be tattooed. The ear is generally 
the most satisfactory place for a 
tattoo, but dogs that will later have 
their ears cropped or adult dogs 
who object to the noise of the vibra-
tor should probably be tattooed on 
the flank.

Adjust the tattooer so the nee-
dles barely penetrate the outer layer 
of skin. If the needles penetrate the 
skin too deeply, the tattooer will not 
move smoothly.

Place the clipped ear over one 
finger to support the area to be tat-
tooed. Dip the tattoo needles in the 
ink, then make the first letter or 
number in the ear, as with a pen. If 
the needles are sharp and correctly 
adjusted, the motion should be free-
flowing.

After making the first character, 
clean the ear to check the mark. If it is 
not dense and black, the needles did 
not have enough ink on them, or they 
did not penetrate deeply enough.

When the tattoo is complete, 
clean the ear and check for accuracy 
by wiping excess ink away from the 
mark.

Neatness is important, because 
tattooing cannot be easily removed. 
Small letters will expand as a puppy 
grows.

Clamp-type Tattoo 
Units

Clamp-type tattooers are less 
expensive than vibrators, are safe 
and easy to use. They are particu-
larly effective for dogs who would 
object to the noise of a vibrator. Pins 
arranged in the shape of numbers 
or letters pierce the ear, and ink is 
absorbed through the holes.

Have the tattooer, ink, the dog’s 
record card, and either swabs for 
applying the ink, or a soft cloth to 
clean fingers.

Assemble the letters and num-
bers to form the desired combina-
tion, and check for accuracy before 
punching them on a blank card. 
Then enter them on the dog’s record 
card.

Clean or clip the dog’s ear and 
apply the ink to the ear with a swab 
and your thumb.

Clamp the ear, then rub the ink 
into the holes to help the ink pen-
etrate. Do not clean the ear.

A well-done tattoo will remain 
visible for the lifetime of a dog.

Note: Possible sources for either 
the vibrator or clamp-type tattooing 
unit may be any local shop sell-
ing tattoo supplies or pet supply 
firms.

Registries
A tattoo is useless unless it is 

registered with a tattoo registry. Each 
registry has its own tattooing coding 
system and its own fee schedule. 
American greyhound breeders use 
an excellent system: by eight weeks, 
each greyhound has been tattooed 
with numbers and letters assigned 
by the registering body, the National 

Tatoos


