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duces the population of new 
fleas and allows you to focus 
on eliminating the adult flea 
population.

Another treatment is a so-
lution applied once a month 
to a single spot on the dog’s 
skin or two areas on large 
dogs. The active ingredients 
travel across the fat cells of 
the skin, covering the entire 
animal and killing adult fleas 
on contact. However, this of-
fers no protection for dogs 
who suffer allergies from flea 
bites.

 Other flea-control prod-
ucts are also available to help 
eliminate fleas. Many of these 
products now provide both 
flea and tick control. Differ-
ent circumstances require 
different treatments. Your 
veterinarian will help you 
determine which product or 
combination of products will 
be the most effective in your 
area.

Even with a product that 
works for you, fleas are per-
sistent. You must always be 
alert to the environment and 
the condition of your animals 
to stop the resurgence of these 
pests.

Lice 
Lice are wingless, flat par-

asites classified by their feed-
ing habits as either biting or 
sucking. Although they are 
different in eating habits and 
appearance, their life cycles 

are similar and take from 14 
to 21 days to complete. They 
lay their eggs (nits) on the 
hair of the host. They are gen-
erally not common on healthy 
animals.

Serious infection usually 
occurs on poorly nourished 
and poorly managed dogs, 
adding to their debilitation.

Sucking lice injure their 
host by drawing blood and 
creating anemia. This blood 
loss is especially dangerous 
to pups and lactating bitches. 
The bites may be very irritat-
ing to the dog’s skin, leading 
to self-injury and perhaps 
temperament changes.

Biting lice feed by chew-
ing on dry skin, scales and 
scabs. This can cause skin 
irritations, often preventing 
sleep and causing diarrhea 
and appetite loss. However, 
since lice infestation is usu-
ally seen in poorly managed 
kennels, the diarrhea and 
appetite loss may be due to 
stress or other factors.

Your veterinarian can ad-
vise you as to the appropriate 
spray or dip to control the in-
festation. Lice-infested dogs 
should be kept isolated. Keep 
separate grooming equip-
ment for dogs that have lice.


