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Prepare For Outdoor 
Emergencies

No one expects to  
be involved in a  
life or death situa-

tion while they are calling gob-
blers during turkey season, 
enjoying a day of boating or 
angling in a mountain stream. 
Preparation ahead of time 
ensures that if an emergency 
does occur, it does not result in 
a fatality. The Georgia Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, 
Wildlife Resources Division 
(WRD) encourages outdoor 
recreationists review safety 
precautions and pack a sur-
vival kit before venturing into 
the great outdoors. Sportsmen 
and women are able to access 
a phone line that is available in 
case of an emergency. *DNR, 
or STAR-D-N-R, from a cell 
phone. This number provides 
a quick way to contact state 
personnel trained to handle 
crisis situations. “Knowing 
safety practices and carrying 
a survival kit is an easy way 
to make sure that minor emer-
gencies don’t become major 
situations,” says WRD Chief 
of Law Enforcement Col. Walt 
Taylor. “With the prolifera-
tion of cell phones the *DNR 
phone line is another backup 
for sportsmen and women to 

remember in case of an emer-
gency.” While *DNR is an easy 
link to WRD personnel, it is 
not an information line. This 
number should be used only 
in the event of an extreme 
emergency. An example of 
an extreme emergency is one 
where a life is at risk, such 
as a lost child or a hunting 
accident. A non-emergency 
example would be a boat with 
engine trouble that needs a 
tow. The first and foremost 
safety tip is to inform some-
one of where you are going 
and when you will be back. 
Always dress in layers, includ-
ing a waterproof item and 
one that pulls moisture away 
from the body. A survival kit 
can be prepared ahead of time 
making it easily accessible for 
a trip outdoors. A survival kit 
should include the following 
items: 

A first aid kit  

Water 

Flashlight and extra bat-
teries 

Matches or a lighter 

Compass 

 Map of the area  

Food - enough for two 
days 

Pocket Knife 

Plastic Whistle 

Fish hooks and fishing 
line 

S u n g l a s s e s ,  h a t  a n d 
gloves 

Soap 

Cell phone 

Water purification tablets 

Medication - if you take 
any on a daily basis or have 
any allergies If you plan on 
enjoying a day on a boat, make 
sure that a personal flotation 
device is available for every 
person on board and make 
sure that they are wear them. 
Ensure that a fire extinguisher, 
oars or paddles, a small tool 
kit, flares, a bailing bucket, 
an anchor and a rope also is 
available. Plan ahead to avoid 
an emergency in the future. 
Remember *DNR in case of an 
emergency. For more informa-
tion contact a WRD Regional 
office or call (770) 918-6416. 

Health


