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strong. A bright pretty girl, with 
a bunch of wicked witch sisters 
and an ugly mother, isn’t as likely 
to produce desirable off-spring 
as those with equally charming 
siblings and parents.

 In dog breeding, “sports” 
crop out from time to time that 
reflect hidden genes carried along 
through many generations. In 
a sound family of canines, this 
can be as much an aberration as 
the “lonely petunia in the onion 
patch”  but might represent bet-
ter breeding potential because of 
the proven potential of sire, dam, 
littermates, uncles, aunts and 
cousins. 

Most dog breeders are greatly 
taken with mating their bitches 
to champions when seeking out 
a good “top line” on puppy pedi-
grees. That’s reasonable and a 
sound practice. “Like produces 
like” is a well established truism.

But another aphorism always 
sticks in my mind, “the proof is in 
the pudding.” It seems reasonable 
to me that, if possible, the most 
sensible breeding to undertake 
would be to the male which pro-
duced that esteemed champion. 
That sire has proven what he can 

produce,  regardless of his bril-
liance or lack thereof in the field. 
The champion, (sparingly studded 
until he has established a winning 
record or retired) when it comes to 
stamping progeny with his highly 
desirable qualities, is as much 
a gamble as any of the puppies 
picked from a well-bred litter.

But then, I have no credentials 
as a producer of champion dogs. 
I’ve been lucky in that the many 
pups I selected and the few litters 
I’ve bred for the most part turned 
out to be decent hunting dogs, 
pleasing to me and apparently 
satisfactory to clients. Breeding 
and selection of dogs and horses 
is a very chancy undertaking be-
cause, of our domestic animals, 
they alone are “manufactured” 
to be trained in the active service 
of their owners, not primarily as 
producers of meat, milk, eggs and 
so on.

Some experts would have you 
believe otherwise. That’s why 
some self-effacing comments by 
a premier race horse breeder, en-
tirely applicable to hunting and 
field trial dogs, is so honest and 
refreshing. When asked to share 
his knowledge of thoroughbred 
breeding and explain how he hap-

pened to breed the famous Native 
Dancer, Alfred G. Vanderbilt was 
quoted thusly: 

“All I know about breeding 
can be said in a minute or two. 
If you breed a mare of ability to 
a stallion of ability, you’ve got a 
better chance of getting a horse of 
ability than if you don’t. Breeding 
is probabilities, not predictabili-
ties, and certainly not certainties. 
The fact that a good horse pops up 
once in a while from pretty strange 
parents keeps a lot of mediocre 
stock in production that doesn’t 
belong. That’s all I know about 
breeding.”

“But I gave the mating of Gei-
sha of Polynesian a great deal of 
thought, a great deal of study and 
the somewhat nebulous value of 
20 years of breeding experience 
and,  lo and behold, here comes 
Native Dancer! Of course, I also 
gave the same amount of thought, 
study and experience to a lot of 
other horses that couldn’t get out 
of their own way.” 

Dave Duffey hails from Bowler 
Wis.


