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“Generally it is considered that the 
sire and dam of a pup will have 
equal influence on what that pup 
will turn out to be. Of course one 
pup might get most of it’s genes 
from the dam’s side and another 
pup from the litter get most of 
its genes from the sire’s side, but 
I’m speaking of the litter on the 
average.”

“Some people think the dam 
has the most influence and I’m 
one of them. The sire’s influence 
is  over the moment the sperm 
and the ova unite. But the bitch’s 
influence continues right on until 
the pups are weaned, and dog 
psychologists say that a pup’s 
character as well as its attitude 
and skeletal form are largely de-
termined by what happens to it in 
the first two months life.”

“The dam has everything to do 
with the pup’s fetal development 
into strong well-formed whelps, 
and afterward to the feeding, 
fondling, and nursing them, and 
setting proper precepts for them 
to mold their attitudes by.”

“If she is a nervous, timid, 
flighty bitch with a poor appetite, 
the puppies may not be sturdy 
at birth and after their eyes are 
opened they are little mimics and 
are influenced by everything they 
see, feel or hear. “

“If she is excitable, skittish, 
timid or nervous they will think 
they should be that way also and 
begin to act like their mother. If, 
on the other hand, she is calm 
considerate, kind and affectionate 
to them, eats well and is friendly 
toward their master, the pups will 
think that is the way to act and will 
behave like their mother.”

“That is why I say that the 
bitch will have more to do with 
what the pups turn out to be than 

the sire does. The reason many 
people say the sire is of the most 
importance is that a good sire may 
sire a hundred litters while a good 
bitch will produce only five or six, 
therefore the impact of the sire on 
the breed will of course be greater 
than that of the individual dam.”

Mathematicians and geneti-
cists may quibble about what 
sophisticates are fond of call-
ing simplistic statements. But I 
find Harper’s theory reasonable. 
Scientists will argue that equal 
numbers of genes are inherited 
from each parent. But students of 
animal breeding are also aware of 
something called prepotency, the 
ability of one parent to impress its’ 
hereditary characteristics on its 
off-spring; clones which resemble 
in almost every way one parent 
or the other are a popular source 
of discussion and neither sex has 
a mortal lock on stamping their 
likenesses on their progeny. 

Another reason for the perhaps 
mistaken over-emphasis on the 
sire in dog breeding is that more 
championship titles go to males. 
Being in heat, whelping and nurs-
ing puppies cuts down the oppor-
tunities bitches have to compete 
in the trials, where breeding stock 
is tested for field performance. 
Since so few of the fine brood 
bitches have an extensive record 
of achievement, an evaluation of 
her temperament, as Harper sug-
gests is more important. Than, if 
she is closely related (daughter, 
littermate, mother) to recognized 
champions or outstanding gun 
dogs, she should be even a better 
bet to produce the kind of pups 
with which both amateurs and 
pros can do well.

An ancient admonition also 
holds true in dog breeding, al-
though the reference is to humans. 
Young men who sought strong, 

intelligent and good looking chil-
dren were advised, “Marry not the 
only fair maid in the clan.”

So take a look at closely related 
dogs when considering the breed-
ing stock that has produced that 
“pig in a poke” pup you might 
acquire. Family resemblances are 


