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Browning’s Citori web  
site illustrates 28 over/ 
under models, 27 of 

which have conventional pistol 
grips.  Only one, the Superlight 
Feather, has a straight ”English” 
style grip. What’s going on here?  
Browning is one of the savviest 
gun makers in the business today.  
Why would they bother marketing 
a gun when the preponderance of 
shotgun buyers opts for a pistol 
grip gun? It doesn’t make much 
sense . . . unless, of course, there 
is some sort of benefit that is not 
immediately obvious. And might 
that “benefit” lead to fuller game 
bags?  Does the Superlight Feather 
give those who shoot them an un-
fair advantage in the field?  They 
seem to think so.

And they may be right! Many 
years ago Don Zutz, the late great 
outdoor writer, advanced the 
theory that the best shotgun de-
sign was one that “put the palms 
of the hands in the same plane.”  
The advantages of this design can 

be easily be demonstrated while 
you are reading this magazine.  
Imagine the spine is 43” long. 
Cradle the magazine with your left 
hand about a foot ahead of your 
right hand. Raise the magazine 
and sight down the gutter. Natu-
rally, anyone watching you will 
think you are nuts.  Forget their 
raised eyebrows. Instead, look at 
where your elbows are.  They are 
up and away from your sides . . . 
and ready to swing left or right. 
Automatically positioning the el-
bows makes it possible to practice 
the instinctive shooting required 
to take birds at short range and in 
close cover.  Tuck that nugget of 
knowledge away for the moment 
and resume reading.

Straight-stocked guns have a 
well-deserved reputation for be-
ing “quick” guns . . . meaning they 
come to your shoulder quickly. 
The Superlight Feather takes this 
concept a step further.  It has a 
lightweight alloy receiver with a 
steel breech face (and hinge pin), 

which reduces the weight of this 
26” barreled gun to about 6-1/4 
pounds in 12 gauge and 5-3/4 
pounds in 20 and 28 gauge. Light 
weight is an important factor in 
gun handling and long days in 
the field, but it comes with this 
proviso: it still takes six pounds 
of gun to comfortably absorb the 
recoil from a one-ounce load of 
shot.  This gun is designed and 
built for the bird hunter who is 
probably only going to get half a 
dozen shots all day. Shoot a round 
of low-gun sporting clays with this 
gun and you will be punished. 
Browning does not want to en-
courage you to shoot geese and 
turkey with the Superlight Feather 
either.  This is probably the only 
12 and 20 gauge shotgun on the 
market today that DOES NOT 
have 3” chambers!

Shooting smart instead of big 
= more poop per pop. Within the 
last few years Browning has made 
significant changes in the barrel 
architecture that is incorporated in 
Superlight Feather 12 and 20 gauge 
shotguns. These include:

FORCING CONES . . . if you 
look down bore from the breech 
end, you’ll see a ring just ahead 
of the chamber. That’s the forcing 
cone that leads into the barrel. 
You can kind of judge the depth.  
If it’s your grandfather’s gun, it’s 
probably 1/2.” A more recently 
manufactured gun might be 3/4.” 
Browning’s Vector Pro™ Forcing 
Cones are 2-1/2” long. The phrase 
“competition length” comes to 
mind. Note that this rhymes with 
“industrial strength.”  This longer 
taper means less shot deformation, 
which means more uniform and 
consistent patterns.  The benefit 
is a higher percentage of pellets in 
the target area.

Why is this gun different? 
Browning Citori Superlight Feather available  in 

12, 20 and 28 gauge, 26” barrels, MSRP $2,229

Vive le difference! 
By Bill Hanus

www.billhanusbirdguns.com
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