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is at risk and should not be certified? Can 
indeed, dysplasia be avoided, but for 
very rare circumstances? If so, then the 
standards need to be tightened and (it 
seems to me) fewer dogs should be certi-
fied. It’s just that buying a dog is not like 
buying a bad cut of meat at the market. I 
can change butchers next week, but I can’t 
change kennels for another 12 to 15 years. 
And knowing what those last 3 years of 
dysplasia will be like for my “friend,” puts 
a twinge in my heart every time I pat her 
head, send her on a blind retrieve, or laugh 
having her smell my breath to determine 
what I just ate. 

No doubt, sickness and death are two 
of the realities we all must to learn to 
deal with. In fact, learning those lessons 
was what I had in mind when I bought 
each of my two children a “dog of their 
own” when they were young. They’ve 
each learned the lessons inherent with 
putting a dog down as a final episode to 
the thousands of loving lessons of life they 
acquired caring for and playing with their 
respective “best friends.” Again Dennis, 
you’re not to blame for anything. Even if 
you had recommended the kennel directly, 
or by implication you’re the merely mes-
senger. We never shoot the messenger! 
He’s there to enrich our lives by putting 
us in contact with the blessings which are 
to be ours, or warning us of the curses to 
be avoided. You are providing an excellent 
service. Where else would a bloak like me 
be able to vent his spleen and unload his 
burden. 

Please don’t ever take the likes of me 
personally. After all, if you didn’t hear 
problems, what would happen to the re-
source and purpose for your messages? 
And to give a recommendation which oc-
casionally goes south is better than passing 
along no recommendation at all. In this 
case you’ve given no bad recommenda-
tion. In fact, you’ve been most helpful. 
Thank you. Jim


