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Publisher Pulpit
Words and venting from your publisher Dennis Guldan

I talk or e-mail with many  
people that have pur 
chased dogs from breed-

ers I have written about, or that 
advertise in my magazine. About 
every other year, (maybe five 
in ten years) I get a nastygram 
about something or somebody. 
This month I got two. 

_______________________

Hi Dennis, me again. Some 
good news. You don’t have to 
feel bad, because you didn’t send 
me to xxxxx xxxx, and I’m not 
sure I wouldn’t go back. After all, 
a lot of champions have come out 
of that kennel and I could never 
believe that xxxxx xxxxxx, or any 
breeder would intentionally pass 
dysplasia along. 

I knew of xxxx xxxx back 
when they were working with 
xxxxx kennel. I only live about 
a mile from xxxx’s, although I 
don’t know them personally. At 
any rate, I went to xxxxx on my 
own, not through your influ-
ence. 

In fact, I remember a fine 
article you did on xxxxx and re-
member being impressed at that 
time. I think my problem lies in 
the fact that we potential own-
ers are living with the myth that 
OFA certification means “good 
dog”, absolutely no problem, 
now or ever.” It’s sort of like folks 
thinking their insurance covers 
everything only to find when a 
pipe breaks, flooding the base-
ment, that it’s not covered. Not 
misleading necessarily, just not 
fully disclosing, if indeed they 
have any way of knowing. 

Maybe the standards of OFA 
need to be tightened. Maybe 
breeders are trusted by OFA to 
have better dogs and the stan-
dards slack a little — I don’t 
know. Maybe we should be told 
“you just can’t tell,” then expec-
tations wouldn’t be so high. For 
that matter, if “you just can’t 
tell,” then why have the OFA 
certification at all? 

Is there a point where a dog 

Even A Good Breeding Can 
Go Bad

By Dennis Guldan

Most reasonable people can 
work something out with a 
mediator which I am more than 
willing to do. One of the two 
buyers this last month was just 
a bad customer. He asked for 
the breeder to ship a dog under 
eight weeks of age, which is 
against the law and had other un-
reasonable requests. Again, we 

all know there are 
some people we 
are better off not 
dealing with, it 
happens.

But then I got 
this letter from a 
reader that has 
been with us about 
as long as we have 
been printing. The 
guy/buyer was 
very reasonable 
and wrote such 
an eloquent letter 
that I wanted to 
share it with you. 
I have deleted all 
references to the 
kennel name but 
trust me when 
I say the kennel 
and bloodlines 
are internation-
ally known. 


