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we offer you an excerpt from 
Modern Pheasant Hunting by 

Steve Grooms

Copyrights: Stackpole Books 2005
Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer you seven pages from 

this book  to decide if you want to do buy the book!

Modern Pheasant Hunting
By Steve Grooms

HUMIDITY AND RAIN

Humidity levels can make or break the hunting for  
those of us with dogs. Humans have only a prim 
itive grasp of the mysteries of scent. I don’t under-

stand how it works, but it seems as if some humidity is necessary 
for a dog to be able to scent birds, and that extremely dry air can 
nearly negate a dog’s sense of smell.

My hunting records back this up. The Midwest had a severe 
drought in 1976, and Brandy’s effectiveness fell off by about 50 percent 
that year. Worse, she lost several cripples that she would have come 
up with in a normal year. By running around madly in heavy cover, 
Brandy still managed to put up birds for me, although she acted like 
a dog whose nose had been surgically removed. That fall I had to 
make a special effort to pounce on potential cripples, because I knew 
Brandy’s nose wasn’t going to lead her to them.

Rain hurts your hunting and is miserable to hunt in, yet you can 
adjust. Light rains are no problem for dogs or men. You get damp, 
sure, but nothing worse. Heavy, sustained rains are another story. 
No hunting clothing ever designed will keep you comfortable if you 
hunt in a deluge.

The bigger problem is the effect of rain on the birds. They seem 
to disappear. When you are manfully struggling to salvage a trip in 
a downpour, it adds insult to injury when all the birdy cover you hit 
is empty.

Pheasants hate getting wet. Their long legs and plumage offer 
protection against light rains, but pheasants with badly soaked feath-
ers can barely get airborne. Extended heavy showers soak the cover, 
forcing the birds to move. To appreciate the pheasant’s point of view, 
think of what happens when you walk in high weeds after a rain. 
Water gets transferred to your body. Pheasants, when they brush up 
against wet weeds, get soaked, so they leave. Don’t expect to find 
pheasants in typical heavy grassy cover in a soaking rain.

Where do they go? During a heavy rain, every pheasant huddles 
under some kind of overhead protection. That often means they get 
under trees, especially conifers. Exactly where they go depends on 
what their surroundings offer as umbrella cover. Willow stands, 
honeysuckle hedges, all sorts of coniferous trees, farm groves, blow-
downs, shelterbelts, dense brier patches, scrub oaks along railways, 
and even such tall weeds as Phraginites can give the birds a bit of 
relief from the rain.

Since the pheasants will be tightly con-
centrated in shelter and unwilling to leave 
it, rainy-day hunting can be fast enough to 
make up for its discomfort. The shots are 
typically short and easy, although pheasants 
flying through timber are as tricky to hit 
as grouse in similar places. One of the best 
ways to hunt these birds is with a flushing 
dog that you hold at heel until the guns 
are in position around the umbrella cover. 
Then you turn the dog loose to stir up the 
indignant pheasants. Or even better, use a 
close-working pointer, for you can expect 
the pheasants to hold well. Smart hunters 
learn the spots that offer overhead cover and 
work only these places. They waste no time 
on any cover lying in between.

WIND
High winds can ruin a hunt. Wind hurts 

you in several ways. Gusty winds knock 
the bird scent around so much that the best 


