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Medical

Pet First Aid Kit and 
Emergency Care 

Information 
Texas A&M University Newswire

Be prepared, is good 
advice especially if 
there is an emergency.  

To be better prepared in a pet 
emergency, a pet first aid kit is 
beneficial.

“The biggest advantage 
for having a pet first aid kit 
would be so that you can con-
centrate on what you can do 
for your pet constructively 
rather than looking all over 
the place for something that 
might ‘work’ but is less than 
ideal,” notes Dr. James Barr, 
clinical assistant professor, 
Texas A&M University, Col-
lege of Veterinary Medicine.

“The preparation of a pet 
emergency kit will allow 
you to mentally prepare for 
a problem,” says Barr. “A 
waterproof plastic bin is the 
perfect container as it will 
keep the items in it from be-
ing ruined so that they will be 
available in an emergency.”

Barr explains that ideally 
pet first aid kits should be 
kept at home and in 
your car.  Then you 
can help your pets in 
case they are injured 
at home or one that 
might have been in-
jured in the street.  He 
notes that one of the 
most common injuries 
of pets is being hit by 
a car.

“There are commer-
cial first aid kits avail-
able for pets,” Barr 
notes, “and some of 
the essentials would 
include:  cohesive bandage/
ACE bandage, assortment of 
bandages, burn gel, instant 
cold pack, emergency blan-
ket, gauze pads, roll gauze, 
medical vinyl gloves, hydro-
gen peroxide, triple antibiotic 
packets, alcohol wipes, anti-
septic wipes, slip-style leash, 
lubricating jelly, safety pins, 

bandage scissors, one-inch 
adhesive tape, tongue de-
pressors, tweezers/forceps, 
and hand cleaning wipes.”

He suggests that a deluxe 
pet first aid kit would also 

“First aid is not a substi-
tute for veterinary care,” Barr 
stresses.  “First aid implies 
there is at least second aid and 
the second aid should be your 
veterinarian.”

Depending on the emergency 
situation, a restraint may need 
to be used when working with 
an injured pet.  “One must 
be very careful with injured 
pets because they are unable 
to communicate with us and 
us with them, they are often 
afraid.  That fear is translated 
into aggression and pets can 
injure even the best meaning 
bystander because they are in 
pain,” explains Barr.

Stan Bentall
Master Sculptor Of The Hunting Dog

www.StanBentall.com 505-986-8623 Studio, 505-670-6796 Cell
I HAVE CLOSED OUR GALLERY IN SANTA FE RECENTLY AND AFTER 62 

YEARS OF SCULPTING THE HUNTING DOG I AM RETIRING.

I AM OFFERING TO YOU MY ORIGINAL BROZE SCULPTURES THAT I HAVE 
IN INVENTORY AT HALF 
PRICE. CHECK MY WEB 
SITE WWW.STANBENTALL.
COM AND YOU MAY HAVE 
ANY SCULPTURE OF YOUR 
CHOICE AT HALF THE 
PRICE LISTED. SCULPTURES 
W I L L  B E  S U B J E C T  T O 
AVAILABILITY. Advertise your kennel or 

business in PRINT AND 
ONLINE for as little as 

$10/Month. Go to 
www.bdarn.com/advrates 

for details!

you and your assistants, the dog 
will learn to sharpen its concen-
tration on the mark. 

Instead of dummies, you can 
use clipwinged pigeons in mark-
ing drills. These birds will fly 20 
to 30 yards, forcing the dog to 
focus on the mark for a longer 
time. Of course, live birds will 
instill more enthusiasm in the 
dog during these training ex-
ercises. So will employing a 
gunshot to prompt your dog 
to look for a mark. (Of course, 
it is imperative that the dog 
has been properly introduced 
to gunfire, and it should be 
line-steady or steady to wing 
& shot.) With your flusher at 
your side, fire the gun, wheth-
er it is a .22 blank pistol or a 
shotgun with popper loads. At 
the shot, your assistant should 
throw the mark. When it hits 
the ground, send the dog.

If the dog does break or 
creep forward in marking 
drills, return it to the origi-
nal spot where you first com-
manded “Sit” and firmly push 
its rear to the ground. Do not 
repeat the verbal command. 
Some handlers use a riding 
crop, quirt or heeling stick at 
this point to reinforce steadi-
ness. I prefer the electronic 
collar for correction. However, 
this is not an option unless the 
dog has been thoroughly col-
lar-conditioned. When the dog 
breaks, I administer the pre-
viously determined minimal 
level of stimulation and leave 
it on until I have returned the 
dog to the place of the infrac-
tion. 

If you do not have assis-
tants to help you with marking 
drills, electronic bird launchers-
though expensive-are a marvel-
ous training tool. You can posi-
tion them at various distances 

in the field, just as you would 
helpers. Once you’re back with 
the dog, fire the gun, trigger one 
of the launchers and send the 
dog for the retrieve. 

As long as your dog was born 
with excellent marking abilities, 

enough in the advanced stages of train-
ing. The key is to keep these exercises 
fun, thereby creating a stylish and en-
thusiastic retriever. 

You can also use a hand-held launch-
er to hone your pup’s retrieving abili-
ties. This device fires a canvas or PVC 

originates at your side, whereas 
in actual hunting situations the 
bird will be shot out in front of 
the dog.

Electronic bird launchers al-
low you to more closely dupli-
cate reality. There are no assis-
tants for your dog to key on, 
so it will have to learn to mark 
more efficiently. Also, the action 
does not originate at your side; 
it is always out in front. You fire 
the gun and then launch the 
bird. At the shot, the dog looks 
for a mark, sees it and concen-
trates on the area of the fall. 

Remember, dogs are creatures 
of habit. If you always give 
your dog 40-yard retrieves, it 
will more often than not come 
up short on 60-yard marks. By 
varying the distance of the falls, 
you will give the dog valuable 
marking experiences and teach 
it not to expect a specific dis-
tance for retrieving work. 

Before you move on to the 
next stage in training blind re-
trieves, your flusher should be 
absolutely proficient at mark-
ing falls in a variety of cover 
and at distances from 10 to 100 
yards. Moreover, the dog must 
consistently sit immediately on 
a single voice or whistle com-
mand. Once you are sure of the 
dog in both respects, you can 
begin work on blind retrieves. 
However, this will be a stressful 
transition for your dog, and you 
may want to occasionally mix in 
some straightforward marking 
drills to maintain the dog’s en-
thusiasm and confidence.

For more information about 
George Hickox Training con-
tact him on his website 

www.GeorgeHickox.com
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Introducing  Honeycomb Dog Boxes

to a rigid board so that its 
head and legs cannot move 
around.

In cases of poisoning, Barr 
explains that choosing to 
cause the pet to vomit the 
offending poison should 
not be standard procedure 
to treating poisoning of a 
cat.  There are circumstanc-
es when this is a bad deci-
sion.  You should always 
contact your local veteri-
narian or the pet poison 
hotline for instructions.

Barr says that if you, as a 
pet caregiver, are tempted 
to dispense human medi-
cines to your cat or dog 
you need to know that any 
product containing aceto-
menophin should never be 
given to a cat. It is poison-
ous to them.  Most of the 
over counter pain reliev-
ers, especially ibuprofen 
and naproxen, should not 
be used in dogs as they are 
very irritating to the stom-
ach.  Please, call your vet-
erinarian with any medica-
tion questions.

Pet medical emergencies 
can be trying times, but with 
prior preparation, the situa-
tion can be less stressful.

ABOUT PET TALK
Pet Talk is a service of the 

College of Veterinary Med-
icine & Biomedical Sci-
ences, Texas A&M Univer-
sity.  Stories can be viewed 
on the Web at http://ta-
munews.tamu.edu

He notes that you should not 
try to restrain the pet at all, if 
possible, but in times of respira-
tory distress (difficulty breath-
ing) it becomes critical that the 
pet not be stressed.  Holding 
pets sometimes creates more 
stress.  This should be balanced 
with the recognition that the 
pet be prevented from harming 
themselves further.

“A pet with spinal injuries 
needs to be restrained much 
the same way that a person 
should be restrained after 
what is suspected to be spi-
nal trauma,” Barr states.  He 
notes that instead of being 
on their back, it is helpful to 
have the pet on its side, taped 

include sterile eye/skin 
wash, sterile gauze pads, 
roll conforming gauze, 10 
ml and 30 ml oral syring-
es, cotton swabs/applica-
tors, digital thermometer, 
tick remover, and sting re-
lief wipes.

“Be sure to include 
the phone numbers for 

your local veterinarian 
and emergency hospital 
that is open after hours 
in your area,” Barr says.  
“Additionally, the Animal 
Poison Control Center is 
available 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year at (888) 
426-4435.”

Want to see YOUR 
dog(s) in Bird 

Dog & Retriever 
News?

Email us a picture 
to 

publisher@
Bird-dog-news.com 
we would love to 
have pictures of 

you and your dogs

dummy by way of a powerload 
charge (essentially a .22 blank). De-
pending on the load, you can achieve 
distances of up to two hundred feet, 
which are impossible if you’re throw-
ing the dummy by hand. Again, how-
ever, the primary disadvantage of the 
hand-held launcher is that the mark 

the more drills you do, the more 
its skills will improve. Initially, 
however, limit each session to 
two marks. As the dog progress-
es, you can give it more. For the 
average dog, I think a half-dozen 
marks per session is more than 

A skeptic is a 
person who, when 
he sees the handwriting 
on the wall, claims it’s a 

forgery.


