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State News You Can Use!

KaNSaS
AeriAl SurveyS Confirm 
leSSer PrAirie ChiCken 
PoPulAtion iS holding 

SteAdy

vey region, which is the core 
of minnesota’s grouse range, 
counts were 2.5 drums per 
stop; in the northwest there 
were 1.6 drums per stop; in the 
central hardwoods, 0.9 drums 
per stop; and in the southeast, 
0.8 drums per stop.  State-
wide, drums per stop were as 
high as during the last peak in 
drumming in 2009, but have 
not yet reached previous peak 
levels in all regions.

Hunting prospects
for grouse hunters, the large 

increase in drumming counts 
this year is sure to be a signal 
of good times ahead during 
the fall season, said ted dick, 
dnr forest game bird coordi-
nator.

“We’re excited about the 
way things are looking,” he 
said. “We have more good 
grouse habitat than anywhere 
in the lower 48 states.”

grouse hunters have a wealth of public 
land from which to choose. there are 49 
ruffed grouse management areas across 
northern and central minnesota that pro-
vide destinations for hunters in areas 
with good potential for producing grouse. 
there are 528 wildlife management areas 
in the ruffed grouse range that cover near-
ly 1 million acres and 600 miles of hunter 
walking trails. State forests, two national 
forests and county forest lands also offer 
many additional acres of public land for 
hunting.

“grouse hunting need not be complicat-
ed and it’s another way to experience the 
outdoors in the fall,” dick said. “Combine 
all that with our grouse numbers nearing 
peak and this is shaping up to be a great 
year to try grouse hunting for those who 
haven’t.”

Sharp-tailed grouse counts similar 
to last year

to count sharp-tailed grouse, observers 
look for males displaying on traditional 
mating areas, which are called leks or 
dancing grounds.

“the average number of sharp-tailed 
grouse was similar this year compared to 
2016,” roy said.

the data on sharp-tailed grouse take 
some interpretation, because survey re-
sults can be influenced by how many leks 
are counted or changes in how many birds 
are at each lek year to year.

Comparisons of the same leks counted 
in both years indicate that counts per 
lek were similar to last year in both sur-
vey regions and statewide.  this year’s 
statewide average of 9.7 sharp-tailed 
grouse per lek was similar to the long-
term average since 1980. the 2009 aver-
age of 13.6 was as high as during any 
year since 1980. during the last 25 years, 
the sharp-tailed grouse index has been 
as low as seven birds counted per danc-
ing ground.

the dnr’s 2017 grouse survey report 
and grouse hunting information can be 
found at mndnr.gov/hunting/grouse.

duCk numberS vAriAble, 
CAnAdA gooSe numberS 

uP from lASt yeAr
Population counts showed variable 

results for several species of ducks that 
breed in minnesota, according to the re-
sults of the annual department of natu-
ral resources spring waterfowl surveys. 

“mallard and blue-winged teal counts 
declined some from last year but we 
saw some increases in other species like 
ring-necked ducks, wood ducks and 
hooded mergansers,” said Steve Cordts, 
dnr waterfowl specialist. “however, 
there is always considerable variability 
in the annual estimates. the survey is 
designed for mallards and our breed-
ing mallard population remains near its 
long-term average.”

this year’s mallard breeding popula-
tion was estimated at 214,000, which is 
15 percent below last year’s estimate of 

250,000 breeding mallards and 6 percent 
below the long-term average measured 
each year since 1968.

the blue-winged teal population is 
159,000 this year, 51 percent below last 
year’s estimate and 25 percent below the 
long-term average.

the combined populations of other 
ducks such as ring-necked ducks, wood 
ducks, gadwalls, northern shovelers, can-
vasbacks and redheads is 263,000, which 
is 23 percent higher than last year and 48 
percent above the long-term average.

the estimate of total duck abundance 
(excluding scaup) is 636,000, which is 19 
percent lower than last year and 3 percent 
above the long-term average.

the estimated number of wetlands was 
20 percent higher than last year and 5 per-
cent above the long-term average. Wetland 
numbers can vary greatly based on annual 
precipitation.

the survey is used to estimate the num-
ber of breeding ducks or breeding geese 
that nest in the state rather than simply mi-
grate through. in addition to the counts by 
the dnr, the continental waterfowl popu-
lation estimates will be released by the u.S. 
fish and Wildlife Service later this summer.

DNR survey methods
the same waterfowl survey has been 

done each year since 1968 to provide an 
annual index of breeding duck abundance. 
the survey covers 40 percent of minnesota 
and includes much of the state’s best re-
maining duck breeding habitat.

A dnr waterfowl biologist and pilot 
count all waterfowl and wetlands along 
established survey routes by flying low-
level aerial surveys from a fixed-wing 
plane. the survey is timed to begin in early 
may to coincide with peak nesting activ-
ity of mallards. the u.S. fish and Wildlife 
Service provides ground crews who also 
count waterfowl along some of the same 
survey routes. these data are then used to 
correct for birds not seen by the aerial crew.

Canada geese
this year’s Canada goose population was 

estimated at 322,000 geese, higher than last 
year’s estimate of 202,000 geese and 9 percent 
above the long-term average.

“With the early spring and favorable habi-
tat, Canada geese had a very good nesting 
year and there are lots of young goslings 
present across the state,” Cordts said.

the number of breeding Canada geese in 
the state is estimated via a helicopter sur-
vey of nesting Canada geese in April. the 
survey counts Canada geese on randomly 
selected plots located in prairie, transition 

and forested areas of the state and includes 
most of the state except for the twin Cities area 
metro area.

the 2017 minnesota waterfowl report is 
available at mndnr.gov/hunting/waterfowl.
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crease in birds, followed by the mixed-grass 
prairie ecoregion of the northeast texas Pan-
handle, northwest oklahoma and southcen-
tral kansas. the sand sagebrush ecoregion 
of southeast Colorado and southwest kansas 
also registered an increase in the number of 
breeding birds. An apparent population de-
cline was noted in the shinnery oak ecore-
gion of eastern new mexico and the texas 
Panhandle.

“We’d also like to point out that the aerial 
surveys this year were taken before a late 
spring snowstorm blasted through a portion 
of the bird’s range, just prior to the peak of 
nest incubation,” said Wolfe. “like all wild-
life, the health of these birds depends on the 
weather. rainfall at the right time means 
healthy habitat for the birds, and heavy wet 
snow like we saw in late April can have a 
negative impact on survival and productiv-
ity. We’ll know more about the impact of that 
weather event after aerial surveys are com-
pleted next year.”

the lesser Prairie Chicken rangewide Plan 
is a collaborative effort of WAFWA and the 
state wildlife agencies of texas, new mexico, 
oklahoma, kansas and Colorado. it was de-
veloped to ensure long-term viability of the 
lesser prairie chicken through voluntary co-
operation by landowners and industry. the 
plan allows industry to continue operations 
while reducing and mitigating impacts to 
the bird and its grassland habitat. industry 
contributions support conservation actions 
implemented by participating private land-
owners. to date, industry partners have com-
mitted more than $63 million in enrollment 
and mitigation fees to pay for conservation 
actions, and landowners across the range 
have agreed to conserve more than 145,000 
acres of habitat through 10-year and perma-
nent conservation agreements.

MiNNeSota
leArn to hunt PheASAntS 

With A mentor
youth and families can apply through mon-

day, Aug. 21, to learn how to hunt pheasants 
with experienced hunters in october. 

“these hunts can be the building blocks 
for a lifetime of rich experiences in the field,” 
said mike kurre, mentoring program coor-
dinator with the minnesota department of 
natural resources. “find out about equip-
ment and skills you need to have safe and 
rewarding hunts.”

in the family hunt, all participants 
can hunt, but they need to be 12 and 
older, have little to no pheasant hunt-
ing experience, and have the appro-
priate safety certificate, stamp and 
license.

the hunts are provided through 
Pheasants forever and the dnr. Ap-
plications and more details about the 
hunt are available online at mndnr.
gov/discover by contacting kurre at 
651-259-5193 or michael.kurre@state.
mn.us.

ruffed grouSe CountS 
uP, ShArP-tAiled grouSe 

SimilAr to lASt yeAr
Minnesota’s ruffed grouse spring 

drumming counts were up 57 percent 
statewide this year compared to last 
year, according to a survey conducted 
by the minnesota department of natu-
ral resources.

“the grouse population is nearing 
its 10-year peak,” said Charlotte roy, 
dnr grouse project leader. “grouse 
populations tend to rise and fall on a 
decade-long cycle and counts this year 
are typical of what we expect as the 
population nears the peak.”

drumming is a low sound produced 
by males as they beat their wings rap-
idly and in increasing frequency to 
signal the location of their territory. 
drumming displays also attract fe-
males that are ready to begin nesting. 
Ruffed grouse populations are sur-
veyed by counting the number of male 
ruffed grouse heard drumming on es-
tablished routes throughout the state’s 
forested regions.

drumming counts are an indicator of 
the ruffed grouse breeding population. 
the number of birds present during 
the fall hunting season also depends 
upon nesting success and chick surviv-
al during the spring and summer. for 
the past 68 years, dnr biologists have 
monitored ruffed grouse populations. 
This year, DNR staff and cooperators 
from 15 organizations surveyed 122 
routes across the state.

The 2017 survey results for ruffed 
grouse were 2.1 drums per stop state-
wide. the averages during 2013, 2014, 
2015 and 2016 were 0.9 and 1.1 and 1.1 
and 1.3, respectively. Counts vary from 
about 0.6 drums per stop during years 
of low grouse abundance to about 2.0 
during years of high abundance.

results this year follow an increase 
from 2015 to 2016. in the northeast sur-

the latest lesser prairie chicken sur-
vey shows population trends remain 
stable after six years of aerial survey 
data collection, according to the West-
ern Association of fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (WAfWA). the survey in-
dicates an estimated breeding popu-
lation of 33,269 birds this year, up 
from 25,261 birds counted last year. 
though scientists are encouraged by 
the numbers, they know year-to-year 
fluctuations are the norm with upland 
birds like the lesser prairie chicken.

“the survey results indicate a 32 
percent increase in the number of 
birds over last year, but we don’t read 
too much into short-term population 
fluctuations,” explained Roger Wolfe, 
WAfWA’s lesser Prairie Chicken 
Program manager.

“the monitoring technique used 
for this survey is designed to track 
trends, which more accurately re-
flect the amount of available habitat 
and population stability,” Wolfe said. 
“the bottom line is that the popula-
tion trend over the last six years in-
dicates a stable population, which is 
good news for all involved in lesser 
prairie chicken conservation efforts.”

lesser prairie chickens can be found 
in four ecoregions in five states: Colo-
rado, kansas, new mexico, oklaho-
ma and texas. Wildlife biologists note 
prairie chicken numbers fluctuate an-
nually due to changes in habitat con-
ditions, which are mainly influenced 
by weather patterns. the surveys this 
year indicated apparent population 
increases in three of the four ecore-
gions and rangewide, with a decrease 
estimated in the fourth ecoregion.

the shortgrass prairie ecoregion of 
northwest kansas saw the biggest in-
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Recipes

Pheasant Burgers 
1 pheasant
2 slices white bread
1 small onion
1 egg
Salt and pepper to taste
Garnish with Fresh Parsley & Bacon Bits

Grind up the meat of 1 pheasant, raw.  Grind 
up onion.  add 2 slices of bread soaked 
in water (squeeze out the water with your 
hand). add meat, onion, bread and eggs; mix 
well. Make in patties and fry.

Want to win a free year subscription to Bird 
Dog & Retriever News? Send in your favorite 
Game Bird recipe, if we use it, you’ll get next 
year on us!

youth must be 12-17 years old as of 
the date of their hunt, have earned 
a firearms safety certificate and pos-
sess a small game license if required. 
youth must have a parent, guard-
ian or adult authorized by a parent 
or guardian accompany them as a 
mentor, without a firearm. The adult 
must also attend with the youth dur-
ing the pre-hunt orientation.

Sex without love is a meaningless experience, but 
as meaningless experiences go, it’s pretty good

Cleavage is something 
you can look down on 
and approve of at the 

same time.


