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The nose refers to the physical 
external nose and its associat-
ed nasal cartilages, as well as 

the internal nose or nasal cavity. The 
functions of the nose include smell 
and air conduction. The nose and na-
sal cavity comprise a portion of the 
upper airway which is a part of the 
respiratory system. The external nose 
is divided into two compartments, 
called nares, by a vertical dividing 
wall known as the nasal septum. The 
olfactory nerve, located in the inter-
nal nose, feeds sensory information 
concerning the sense of smell to the 
brain. The non-haired tip of the nose 
is divided into two nostrils. The nos-
trils are the two external openings of 
the nose that serve as the air breathing 
nasal passage. Most Breed Standards 
refer to just the external nose, but in 
some Standards the term nose refers 
to the entire muzzle.

Aquiline nose. A term used to de-
scribe the shape of an external nose 
that is curved or hooked like an ea-
gle’s beak. The nose of the Scottish 
Deerhound should be black (and in 
some blue fawns—blue) and slightly 
aquiline.

Beige nose. A dog’s nose with a 
sandy color of grayish tan. The Clum-
ber Spaniel’s nose is large, square and 
colored in shades of brown, which in-
clude beige, rose and cherry.

Black nose. Black pigmentation 
of the entire nose.

Blunt nose. A nose which is 
squared-off and even with the end 
of the muzzle as in the case of the 
West Highland White Terrier.

Bridge of the nose. The top of the 
muzzle. The bridge of the nose ex-
tends from the tip of the nose to the 
stop and in the Norwegian Elkhound 
is straight, parallel to and about the 
same length as the topskull.

Brown nose. Brown pigmentation 
of the entire nose as in the case of the 
Vizsla.

Bulbous and spongy nose. An en-
largement of the nose making it re-
semble a porous bulb in its shape. The 
Spinone Italiano’s nose is bulbous and 
spongy in appearance with the upper 
edge rounded.

Butterfly nose. Spotted nose. 1. A 
two-tone nose or a nose with flesh 
colored spots, usually considered to 
be undesirable or faulty. 2. A parti-col-
ored nose which is dark and spotted 
with flesh color. 3. Broken pigmenta-
tion to the color of the nose. A spot-
ted, butterfly nose in the CKC English 
Springer Spaniel is undesirable.

Cherry nose. A nose which is weak-
ly pigmented, reddish or reddish 
brown in color. It is roughly the same 
color as the skin under brown hair.

• The nose of the Clumber Spaniel is 
large, square and contains colored shades 
of brown including beige, rose and 
cherry.

• A cherry nose is a disqualification 
in the Smooth and Wire Fox Terriers. 

Crusty nose. A granular build up of 
skin on the nose.

Dark liver. The nose pigment is a 
dark liver color.

The nose of the Irish Water Spaniel 
is large and dark liver in color.

The Boykin Spaniel’s nose is dark 
liver in color.

Dudley nose. A nose lacking in 
pigment. The term Dudley nose re-
fers to an entirely un-pigmented, 
flesh-colored or flesh spotted nose 
named after a particular Bulldog in 
England who was a prolific sire and 
threw his flesh colored nose in his 
get. It is usually accompanied by eye 
rims of a similar color. In 1914, the 
Dudley nose was made a disqualifi-
cation in the AKC Bulldog Standard. 
In 1976, the Dudley nose disqualifi-
cation was redefined as a “brown or 
liver colored nose.” The Glossary in 
the CKC Breed Standard book states 
that a “Dudley nose (is a) Flesh-col-
ored nose.”

A pink (Dudley) nose is to be con-
sidered a serious fault in the Ameri-
can Staffordshire Terrier.

A Dudley nose is a disqualifica-
tion in the following CKC breeds: 
Australian Shepherd; Boston Terri-
er; Brussels Griffon; Bulldog; French 
Bulldog; Pekingese; and the Toy Fox 
Terrier.

A Dudley nose in the CKC English 
Springer Spaniel is flesh colored, 
which is undesirable.

Flared nostrils. Wide open nos-
trils. The Bouvier des Flandres has 
a large, black, well developed nose 
which is round at the edges with 
flared nostrils.

Flesh colored nose. A flesh col-
ored pigmentation of the entire nose.

The nose of the Pharaoh Hound 
is flesh colored, blending with the 
coat. No other color is allowed.

Nose pigment is flesh colored in 
the white colored Spinone Italiano.

A flesh colored nose in the Ger-
man Shorthaired Pointer is a dis-
qualification.

Layback of nose. Nose layback 
describes the manner in which the 
nose recedes from the vertical. The 
tip of the nose may be set back deep-
ly between the eyes so as to form a 
layback. A receding nose is accom-
panied by an undershot jaw.

The Brussels Griffon’s nose is 
black, extremely short, its tip being 
set back deeply between the eyes so 
as to form a layback.

The Bulldog’s nose is large, broad 
and black, its tip set back deeply be-
tween the eyes.

The English Toy Spaniel’s nose is 
jet black and well laid back.

Liver nose. Liver pigmentation of 
the entire nose. The Sussex Spaniel’s 
nostrils are well developed and liver 
colored.

Nares. Nostrils. The two external 

air passage 
compartments 
of the nose, 
divided by the 
nasal septum.

N a s a l 
bridge. The 
topline of the 
muzzle is re-
ferred to as the 
nasal bridge in 
the CKC Ger-
man Pinscher.

Nasal sep-
tum. The nos-
trils or nares 
are separated 
by a vertical 
dividing wall 
cartilage called 
the nasal sep-
tum. The nasal 
septum can ap-
pear as a verti-
cal line sepa-
rating the two 
nasal passages.

Nasal si-
nuses, little 
or no devel-
opment of. 
This can occur in the case of a dog 
whose head is long and narrow. It 
provides a scarcely perceptible stop 
and a frontal bone which is telatively 
flat and not elevated. This provides 
the appearance of little or no devel-
opment of the nasal sinuses in the 
Greyhound.

Nasolabial line. The line separat-
ing or running between the nostrils.

Nose leather. The external por-
tion of the nose. The nose leather 
consists of papillary ridges which 
result in patterns characteristic for 
each individual. Nose prints may 
be used as a means of identification 
in the dog, similar to the way finger 
prints are used in man. A desirable 
breed characteristic in the Australian 
Terrier is an inverted V-shaped area 
free of hair extending from the nose 

up the bridge of the muzzle, varying 
in length in the mature dog. This is a 
continuation of the skin on the top of 
the nose and is of the same black color 
of the nose. This area is also referred 
to as leather.

Nose pad. See Nose roll.
Nose pigment. The color due to the 

presence of pigment in the nose tis-
sue.

The nose is black in the Borzoi, 
French Bulldog, Glen of Imaal Terrier, 
Leon-berger, and both the Standard 
and Toy Manchester Terriers.

The Clumber Spaniel’s nose is col-
ored shades of brown, which include 
beige, rose and cherry.

In the Flat-Coated Retriever, the 
nose is black on black dogs and brown 
on liver dogs.
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Understanding NSSF-
Adjusted NICS And Why 
Gun Sales  Remain Strong

By Larry Keane

We have now seen 
three straight 
months of steady 

or increasing NICS numbers.
May was a record-breaking 

month for firearm background 
checks—the highest number 
of checks for that typically 
slower sales month ever pro-
cessed through the National 
Instant Criminal Background 
Check System (NICS). In to-
tal, the FBI/NICS processed 
1,942,677 checks, an increase 
of more than 70,000 from the 
May 2016 number. Our NSSF-
adjusted NICS May figure 
of 988,473 shows an increase 
of 6.5 percent compared to 
the May 2016 NSSF-adjusted 
NICS figure of 928,532.

The adjusted NICS data are 
derived by subtracting out 
NICS purpose code permit 
checks and permit rechecks 
used by several states such as 
Connecticut, Illinois, and Utah 
for CCW permit application 
checks as well as checks on ac-
tive CCW permit databases.

The NSSF-adjusted NICS data 
provide a snapshot of current 
market conditions, although it is 
not a direct one-to-one correlation 
to firearms sales. It is important 
to note that FBI/NICS and NSSF-
adjusted NICS figures do not ac-
count for firearm sales using ap-
proved alternate permits such as 
a concealed carry license. Several 
states allow the use of such alter-
nate permits. So, those sales are 
not captured.

In recent years, the mainstream 
media has developed a knack of 
speculating why gun sales go 
up—or go down—and they usu-
ally miss the complete picture. 
They tend to over-politicize the 
sales environment. Reporters look 
to consumer fear of more restric-
tive gun control laws, and point 
to acts of terrorism, mass-shoot-
ings. Make no mistake, these fac-
tors do play a role – they are just 
overemphasized most of the time.

Reporters rarely take much time 
to speak with retailers and gun 
owners about why they own guns 
or why the industry is seeing 

growing or steady sales. They like 
to report on months when sales dip 
and ignore or downplay months 
when they rise – unless there is a 
mainstream media political narra-
tive popular at the time.

Although we at NSSF point this 
out all the time and we are often 
quoted, the underlying sales fac-
tor that gets short shift is that more 
people are participating in the 
shooting sports. While many new 
shooters first try their hand with 
a rental or loaner, active participa-
tion in a shooting sport generally 

The data show that target 
shooting participation in the 
U.S. increased 44 percent from 
34.4 million Americans in 2009 
to 49.4 million Americans in 
2016. The shooting sports are 
an engaging pursuit offering 
numerous opportunities for 
participation available to peo-
ple of all ages. New shooters 
are younger, are more female 
and increasing diverse in eth-
nicity. The shooting sports 
are affordable, accessible, and 
more inclusive than ever be-

leads individuals to buy a gun—
and quite often, as their interest 
grows, more than one.  Individu-
als who first buy a firearm for self-
defense often find they enjoyed the 
initial training and returning to 
practice their marksmanship. They 
buy a second gun and, often, seek 
additional training.

fore and people are taking full 
advantage. Even if the indus-
try has room to become more 
welcoming and inclusive, our 
customer base is changing 
along with the American pop-
ulation. They are buying fire-
arms and going to the range. 
All are welcome.

For more info go to NSSF.org
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