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index has been as low as seven 
birds counted per dancing ground. 
The DNR’s 2015 grouse survey 
report, which contains information 
on ruffed grouse and sharp-tailed 
grouse, is available online.

Breeding mallard 
numbers down, 
other species up 

from last year
Minnesota’s breeding mallard 

population counts are down from 
last year while other species saw 
increases, according to the results of 
the annual Minnesota DNR spring 
waterfowl surveys. This year ’s 
mallard breeding population was 
estimated at 206,000, which is 20 
percent below last year’s estimate 
of 257,000 breeding mallards, 17 
percent below the recent 10-year 
average and 10 percent above the 
long-term average measured since 
1968.

The blue-winged teal population 
is 169,000 this year, 66 percent above 
the 2014 estimate of 102,000, but 
the population remains 21 percent 
below the long-term average of 
212,000 blue-winged teal. The com-
bined populations of other ducks, 
such as ring-necked ducks, wood 
ducks, gadwalls, northern shovel-
ers, canvasbacks and redheads was 
149,000, which is 29 percent higher 
than last year and 16 percent below 
the long-term average. The estimate 
of total duck abundance (excluding 
scaup) was 524,000, similar to last 
year’s estimate of 474,000 ducks.

The estimated number of wet-
lands was 220,000, down 36 percent 
from last year, and 13 percent below 
the long-term average. Wetland 
numbers can vary greatly based on 
annual precipitation. “We generally 
expect to see lower duck numbers 
during dry years. We did see lower 
mallard numbers this year, but 
blue-winged teal and other duck 
numbers were improved from 
last year,” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “In addition 
to our counts, the continental wa-
terfowl population estimates will 
be released by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service later this summer 
and they provide an indicator of 
what hunters can expect this fall.”

 Canada Geese
This year’s Canada goose popu-

lation was estimated at 250,000 
geese, which was similar to last 
year’s estimate of 244,000 geese. 
This doesn’t include an additional 
estimated 17,500 breeding Canada 
geese in the Twin Cities metropoli-

LABRADOR 
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BENTWOOD LABRADOR’S: Two 
new litters Chocolate, Black and Yel-
low Labrador Retrievers in North Caro-
lina for Field Trialing, Hunt Test and 
Hunting for 25 years. Jessie and Helen 
Crisp, Moyock NC 252-232-2478

www.bdarn.com/bentwood
BROWNS SPRING RIVER RE-
TRIEVERS: Available soon a great 
litter with 48 champion titles in these 
two dogs combined pedigrees. Both are 
extremely intelligent, driven, hunting 
machines.Carla Brown, Monett, MO 
417-235-8241

www.Bdarn.com/browns
CAROLINA TARHEEL RETRIEV-
ERS: Our goal is to breed healthy re-
trievers for hunting and hunting tests, or 
just a long lasting friend. Keith & Julie 
Jordan, Creswell, NC 252-797-5326 

www.Bdarn.com/carolina
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kirby, 
High Point, NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com

OBX CHOCOLATE HEAVEN: Tim 
Warren, Jarvisburg, NC 252-619-1921

www.obxchocolateheaven.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahlberg 
Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com
TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, MN 
507-368-4306

turkeycreeklabradors.com
POINTERS

OUTBACK GUN DOGS: Kirby Rust 
785-476-2488 Kensington, KS

www.outbackgundogs.com

POINTING LABRADORS
IOWA POINTING LABS: Tim & Staci 
Galeazzi, Knoxville, IA, 515-321-9629

www.iowapointinglabs.com

TURKEY CREEK LABRADORS: 
Bradley Brockhouse, Lake Benton, MN 
507-368-4306

turkeycreeklabradors.com

RED/IRISH SETTERS
BROPHYS IRISH SETTERS: Ruff 
Family, 815-895-9727 Sycamore, IL
www.brophysirishsetters.com
CELTIC FARMS & KENNELS INC: 
The best Field Irish Setters in the World. 
Three year unconditional warranty. 
Dogs are AKC and FDSB registered. 
Paul Ober, Reading, PA 610-378-0121 
800-428-0993 

www.Bdarn.com/celtic

VIZSLAS
BUSCH KENNELS: Jim and Linda 
Busch, Home of DC AFC Askim, Win-
nebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com
ART

STAN BENTAL: Master Sculp-
tor Of The Hunting Dog 505-
986-8623 See our display ad on 
page 8.

www.StanBentall.com

MARKETPLACEsharp-tailed grouse while legally 
hunting prairie chickens.

Sharptails and prairie chickens 
are similar looking species. Sharp-
tailed grouse hunting is normally 
closed in this area of the state to pro-
tect prairie chickens that might be 
taken accidentally. Licensed prairie 
chicken hunters who want to take 
sharptails must meet all regulations 
and licensing requirements for tak-
ing sharp-tailed grouse.

In 2014, an estimated 95 prairie 
chickens were harvested, with 54 
percent of hunters taking at least 
one bird. Hunter success varies con-
siderably from year-to-year, espe-
cially when poor weather prevents 
hunters from going out in the field.

“Prairie chickens need large tracts 
of native prairie and grasslands, 
but we’ve seen how difficult it can 
be to conserve prairie,” Merchant 
said. “So the DNR has partnered 
with groups including the Min-
nesota Prairie Chicken Society, The 
Nature Conservancy, Pheasants 
Forever and others in developing 
and applying the Minnesota Prairie 
Conservation Plan.”

Ruffed grouse 
counts similar to 

last year
Minnesota’s ruffed grouse spring 

drumming counts were unchanged 
this year compared to last year, 
according to a survey conducted 
by the DNR. 

This follows a significant increase 
of 34 percent from 2013 to 2014, 
said Charlotte Roy, DNR grouse 
project leader. “While it can be tenu-
ous to compare the results of only 
one year to the next, we suspect the 
cold, wet spring of 2014 may have 
hurt grouse production,” she said. 
“We also had comparatively little 
snow last year for roosting, which 
may have influenced overwinter 
survival.”

Ruffed grouse populations, which 
tend to rise and fall on a 10-year 
cycle, are surveyed by counting the 
number of male ruffed grouse heard 
drumming on established routes 
throughout the state’s forested re-
gions. This year observers recorded 
1.1 drums per stop statewide. The 
averages during 2013 and 2014 were 
0.9 and 1.1, respectively. Counts 
vary from about 0.6 drums per stop 
during years of low grouse abun-
dance to about 2.0 during years of 
high abundance.

Sharp-tailed 
grouse counts 
remain steady

Statewide sharp-tailed grouse 
counts were similar in 2015 com-
pared to 2014 on both the regional 
and statewide levels. Observers 
look for male sharptails displaying 
on traditional mating areas, called 
leks or dancing grounds.

This year’s statewide average of 
9.8 grouse counted per dancing 
ground was similar to the long-term 
average since 1980. The 2009 aver-
age of 13.6 was as high as during 
any year since 1980. During the last 
25 years, the sharp-tailed grouse 

tan area. “The number of Canada 
geese in Minnesota remains high 
but the population has been very 
stable for many years. With the 
early spring this year, we should see 
a good hatch of goslings as well,” 
Cordts said. 

Roadsides are 
important habitat 

for pheasants
People who own or manage land 

along Minnesota roads and high-
ways are urged to delay roadside 
mowing until the beginning of 
August, according to the Minnesota 
DNR. 

“A quarter to a third of all the 
pheasants in the state are hatched 
in roadsides,” said Nicole Davros, 
DNR upland game project leader. 
“Roadsides provide more than 
500,000 acres of nesting and chick-
rearing habitat in southern and 
western Minnesota.”

This year, pheas-
ants will be hatch-
ing mostly in early 
to mid-June. Chicks 
need at least two to 
three weeks to have 
any chance of es-
cape from mowers. 
While mowing can 
delay or prevent 
nesting, so can other 
disturbances includ-
ing burning, tilling, 
grazing and spray-
ing herbicides.

“People can influ-
ence the abundance of local wildlife 
populations by protecting roadside 
habitat in the summer months,” 
Davros said. “Roadside vegetation 
is especially important in intensively 
row cropped regions where there is 
little other undisturbed grassland 
habitat available.” Pheasant hens will 
make from one to four attempts at 
nesting during the spring nesting sea-
son, but will only hatch one brood per 
year. The majority of nests (about 60 
percent) hatch in June, but re-nesting 
attempts can stretch the nesting sea-
son out through July. By Aug. 1, the 
reproductive season is over for most 
pheasants with the exception of a few 
late re-nesting attempts.

A nesting hen lays eggs at a rate 
of about one per day. Nests contain 
an average of 10 to 12 eggs. The 
incubation period is 23 to 28 days 
and starts after all eggs have been 
laid. The hen remains on the nest, 
leaving only briefly to feed.

NEBRASKA
Commission to 
Consider Early 

Teal Season Dates
The Nebraska Game and Parks 

Commission will consider 2015 early 
teal season dates at its meeting July 
16 in Sidney. The commissioners will 
consider the following recommend-
ed season dates: Low Plains, Sept. 
5-20; High Plains, Sept. 12-20. The 
meeting will begin at 8 a.m. at the 
Hampton Inn, 635 Cabela’s Drive.

Teal hunting season dates are set 
to coincide with the teal migration 


