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Twenty six years ago, 
Ellen and I newly 
married, got up ear-

ly Sunday mornings to read 
the paper and I particularly 
turned to the pets classified 
looking for a Vizsla pup. 
About ten years prior, my dad 
purchased a Vizsla, Hungar-
ian Pointer and it seemed the 
perfect breed of dog to bring 
into our newly formed family.  
After six months of Sundays I 
finally found a litter available. 
I was almost giddy; Ellen 
made me wait until 9 AM to 
call. Yes we got the pick of the 
litter, a female who would be 
known to many of our readers 
as Jazz. 

At the time I knew little of 
the Vizsla breed or commu-
nity that supported it. I was 
to find out later 
that Jazz’s Sire 
was Askim. As-
kim was a dual 
(Field & Show 
c h a m p i o n ) 
owned by Jim 
& Linda Busch, 
Busch Vizsla’s 
of Winnebago, 
IL.  Long before Bird Dog & 
Retriever News was a gleam 
in my eye, I knew I wanted 
to meet Jim & Linda Busch to 
find out what it takes to make 
a Dual Champion Vizsla. 
Over the years the Busch’s 
& the Guldans have met and 
become very good friends. We 
have purchased four red dogs 
from their bloodlines, have 
done articles on them and 
have run dog events together. 
In fact, my list of hero’s would 
about fit on one hand and Jim 
& Linda are both on it. They 
are great people, giving a 
ton to the breed and creating 
spectacular dogs.

So two years ago when we 
lost Jenny, there was no ques-
tion where our next Vizsla 
would come from. If you 
think I get special treatment 
being a dog magazine pub-
lisher, I do. But I also order 
my pups a YEAR in advance, 
so getting pick of the litter 
that early is not very tough. 
Jenny being gone for a year, 
I sent Jim & Linda a simple 
email a year ago and said it 
was time for us to get another 
pup summer of 2015. They 

asked what we were look-
ing for, and we trusted any 
of their dogs would fit the 
bill and sent out the deposit. 
Since then Ellen talked to our 
friends Mel & Scott, look-
ing for a pup, into getting a 
Vizsla, they happen to get 
from the same litter.

There is an old saying: 
Once you have bought qual-
ity, you will never regret it 
nor go back to average. And 
that can’t anywhere be truer 
then when it comes to dogs. 
Jim & Linda Busch have 
been breeding and running 
Vizsla’s for about 40 years 
and it shows in everything 
they do. From almost the 
day of the breeding it seemed 
like we were getting little 
updates almost weekly. And 

from about two 
weeks old we 
were getting 
puppy videos 
a couple times 
a week. Sure 
relieves a lot 
of stress when 
you can see the 
breeder is that 

on top of things.
So last month Ellen & I 

and Mel & Scott drove down 
to get our pups. It was a litter 
of eight. Mel & Scot got the 

pick of the litter male and we 
got pick of the litter female. 
We went out to eat with 
Mel & Scott the night before 
in Rockford, IL 
and they told us 
about the hour of 
You Tube videos 
they watched that 
week about pick-
ing pups. It was 
interesting and 
logical but I find 
if I know what 
I’m looking for, 
the process kind 
of takes care of 
itself. And that is 
exactly what hap-
pened.

We arr ived 
at Jim & Linda 
Busch’s farm at 9 
AM, OK we were 
early.  Linda takes 
care of the litters 
and paperwork 
and Jim takes care of the field 
work. We all sat around their 
kitchen table as Linda handed 
both families a two inch three 
ring folder about the litter 
and being new puppy own-

ers. There was a TON of inter-
esting information, pedigrees 
and pictures including the 
article on Jim I did naming 

him the Vizs-
l a  “ G u r u ” 
w h i c h  h a s 
s t u c k  f o r 
twenty years! 
He STILL gets 
calls asking 
advice from 
t h e  Vi z s l a 
Guru!

L i n d a 
g a v e  u s  a 
g r e a t  t a l k 
about what 
we must do 
over the next 
year with our 
pups, includ-
ing what we 
n e e d e d  t o 
tell our vets. 
P a p e r w o r k 
done we went 

to claim our new pups’ one 
room away.

What I am looking for in 
a pup is different than most. 
I like a female, they don’t pee 
on everything and only need 

Biography of a 
Champion

By Dennis Guldan

Jim and Linda Busch, 

BUSCH VIZSLAS

Winnebago, IL 815-335-7673

www.buschvizslas.com

Breeding, showing and 
running quality Vizsla’s 
for 40 years. Bloodlines 
recognized & respected 
local to national level.

Ain’t it funny how the colors red, white, and blue represent freedom until they are flashing behind your car.


