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DOUBLE U HUNTING SUPPLY
See our display Adv on the cover

www.DuSupply.com

GO-DEVIL MFG OF LA: Warren 
CoCo, Baton Rouge, LA 225-752-0167

www.godevil.com
GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, MS 
800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 
800-336-0360,  Carol Anne Prid-
dy, Woodson, TX

www.Jonestrailers.com

KENNEL DECK: See our display adv 
on oage 12, Ph 888-886-8801

www.kenneldeck.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com

TRAILERS/BOXES
ALUM-LINE INC: Cresco IA, 
800-446-1407

www.alum-line.com
DEER CREEK: Dog Boxes 888-294-
6582.   www.deer-creek.org
DOGSUNLIMITED: Ray, OH 800-
338-3647

www.dogsunlimited.com 

GUN DOG SUPPLY: Starkville, 
MS 800-624-6378

www.gundogsupply.com

JONES TRAILER COMPANY: 
800-336-0360,  Carol Anne Prid-
dy, Woodson, TX

www.Jonestrailers.com
LION COUNTRY SUPPLY: 800-662-
5202, Port Matilda, PA

www.lcsupply.com

TRAINING
BAIER’S DEN KENNELS & HUNT-
ING PRESERVE: Our training done 
the old way-no shortcuts-just hard 
work, patience and plenty of birds-
monthly reports plus pictures of dog’s 
progress on all dog’s coming into the 
kennel. Wayne Baier at 816-779-5234 
Peculiar MO

www.bdarn.com/baier

GEORGE HICKOX TRAINING: 
Training, Setters, videos & much 
more, Pittsburg, PA 412-773-7310

www.GeorgeHickox.com

HAVEN VALLEY KENNELS: 
Professional Bird Dog Training 
for all Pointing Breeds, John 
Mennella Sr. Wurtsboro, NY 
845-888-0402
www.bdarn.com/havenvalley
KIRBY LABRADORS: Gene Kirby, 
High Point, NC 336-869-5527 

www.KirbyLabradors.com
ROLIDA KENNELS: Dave Dahlberg 
Wheatridge CO 303-232-0456

www.rolida.com

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY SIX 

PRINT ISSUES 
$9.99/YEAR AT 
www.Bdarn.com

PO Box 120089, St Paul MN 55112

MARKETPLACESouth Dakota’s 
Duck Hunting 

Season Proposed
The South Dakota Game, Fish and 

Parks’ (GFP) Commission proposed 
the 2015 duck hunting season at 
their July meeting. The season dates 
include: High Plains Zone: October 
10, 2015 - January 14, 2016 , Low 
Plains North & Low Plains Middle 
Zone: September 26 - December 8, 
2015, Low Plains South Zone: Octo-
ber 10 - December 22, 2015 

A daily bag limit of six ducks may 
be comprised of no more than five 
mallards (which may include no 
more than two hens), three wood 
ducks, two scaup, two redheads, two 
pintails and one canvasback. The 
one change proposed by the GFP 
Commission is to reduce the scaup 
daily bag limit from three to two.

Hunters may also harvest 15 coots 
and five mergansers (which may 
include no more than two hooded 
mergansers).

The possession limit for South 
Dakota duck hunters is three times 
the daily bag limit.

The Commission will finalize this 
proposal at their Aug. 6-7, 2015, 
meeting at the Aberdeen Ameri-
cInn. Written comments can be sent 
to wildinfo@state.sd.us. To be part 
of the official public record, com-
ments must be received by 12 p.m. 
on Aug. 6. Please include your full 
name along with the city and state 
of residence. If you would like to 
comment in person, the public hear-
ing will be held Aug. 6, at 2 p.m. 
CDT at the AmericInn in Aberdeen. 

WISCONSIN 
Spring waterfowl 

survey results 
show good 
production 

despite 
challenging 

weather
The 2015 Wisconsin spring wa-

terfowl breeding population sur-
vey indicates quality waterfowl 
production, despite dry conditions 
experienced during the survey. 
For all species, population counts 
showed no significant change from 
estimates compared to last year.

This survey information, along 
with two other primary sources 
of information regarding yearly 
waterfowl breeding conditions, is 
used to determine the fall season 
structure for Wisconsin. The full 
survey report can be found by 
searching the DNR website, dnr.
wi.gov, for keywords “waterfowl 
management.” With considerable 
precipitation in May, wetland 
conditions improved just in time 
for brood rearing, and Wisconsin 
is expected to provide good duck 
production in 2015.

“In 2015, spring weather came 
much earlier than the previous two 
years, which is normally a good 
sign for breeding waterfowl,” said 

Kent Van Horn, DNR waterfowl 
biologist. “A large proportion of 
ducks harvested in Wisconsin are 
raised in Wisconsin, although there 
are differences among species.”

A relatively mild winter in 2014-
15, combined with below normal 
rainfall in March and April, led to 
dry wetland conditions through-
out Wisconsin. Counts indicated 
drier conditions than in 2014 in all 
regions. According to Van Horn, 
considerable rainfall in May fol-
lowing the survey has helped Wis-
consin remain at average wetland 
conditions for the year during the 
important brood-rearing period.

The 2015 total Wisconsin total 
breeding duck population estimate 
of 372,840 is similar to 2014, but 16 
percent below the long-term (42-
year) average. None of the species-
specific population estimates for 
the three top breeding ducks in 
Wisconsin (mallard, blue-winged 
teal and wood duck) were signifi-
cantly different compared to 2014. 

Roughly 70 percent of mallard 
harvest in Wisconsin is supported 
by locally hatched ducks, and the 
average mallard population in 
the last few years has been lower 
than the previous decade. This 
observation suggests that contin-
ued efforts aimed at controlling 
mallard harvest impacts and sup-
port for grassland nesting habitat 
conservation are important to the 
future of Wisconsin’s local mallard 
population. 

Canada goose 
population 

estimates similar 
to 2014

Wisconsin Canada goose harvest 
is supported by Canada geese 
breeding in northern Ontario, as 
well as those breeding locally in 
Wisconsin. The Wisconsin breeding 
estimate for Canada geese is similar 
to 2014 and consistent with a stable 
population of roughly 120,000. The 
preliminary Canada goose breed-
ing population estimate of 226, 000 
in northern Ontario is down from 
previous years, and average pro-
duction is expected. 

Wisconsin ruffed 
grouse survey 

indicates stable 
population

Ruffed grouse enthusiasts should 
expect bird encounters similar to 
last year, according to the recently 
completed roadside ruffed grouse 
survey.

“While we did see some contin-
ued regional declines, our road-
side survey index to track ruffed 
grouse populations is essentially 
unchanged from 2014,” said Wis-
consin DNR wildlife survey coordi-
nator Brian Dhuey. “Ruffed grouse 
populations are known to rise and 
fall over a nine to 11 year cycle, and 
the last peak in Wisconsin’s cycle 
occurred in 2011. Survey results 
suggest that we have reached the 
low point in the population cycle 
and we should start to see increases 

in the next few years as the grouse 
population moves toward the next 
peak.”

Roadside surveys to monitor the 
number of breeding grouse have 
been conducted by staff from the 
department, U.S. Forest Service, 
tribal employees, and numerous 
grouse enthusiasts and volunteers 
since 1964. Surveys begin 30 min-
utes before sunrise and consist of 10 
stops at assigned points. Surveyors 
listen for four minutes for the dis-
tinctive thumping sounds made by 
drumming male grouse. Surveyors 
monitored 88 routes this year. 

While the number of drums heard 
per stop statewide in 2015 was 
similar to last year, there were some 
notable differences among regions. 
While one of the primary regions 
for grouse in the state, the northern 
region, showed a 13 percent drop 
in the number of drums heard per 
stop, the primary region in central 
Wisconsin showed a 38 percent 
increase.

Weather conditions influence 
drumming activity by male grouse, 
and most observers felt weather 
conditions were conducive to accu-
rate surveys this spring. Surveyors 
rated the overall survey conditions 
as “excellent” on 65 percent of tran-
sects runs, compared to 56 percent 
in 2014. Surveyors rated 2015 condi-
tions as “fair,” the lowest available 
weather condition rating, five per-
cent of the time in 2015, compared 
to 7 percent in 2014.

According to DNR Upland Wild-
life Ecologist Scott Walter, matura-
tion of southern Wisconsin’s forest 
community in recent decades and 
the resulting loss of dense, brushy 
areas that grouse need for cover has 
resulted in lower numbers of grouse 
in the region in recent decades. 
Results from the 2015 survey show 
that grouse populations in both the 
southwest and southeast region 
remain well below historic levels. 

“Ruffed grouse are closely linked 
to young forests” said Walter. 
“While grouse enthusiasts often 
focus on numbers in a single year, 
the long-term health of grouse is 
dependent upon the availability of 
the dense young forest cover they 
require. In Wisconsin, we are work-
ing to provide the habitat needed 
to benefit ruffed grouse and many 
other wildlife species through 
proactive approaches to forest 
management that will maximize 
the health and diversity of forest 
communities.”

Dan Dessecker, Director of Con-
servation Policy for the Ruffed 
Grouse Society, reminds hunters of 
the importance of weather in grouse 
population dynamics.

“While cold temperatures and 
deep snow are generally hard 
on resident wildlife populations, 


