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only through a postal service. A 
public drawing will be conducted 
at 10 a.m., July 30 at that same 
location. Only complete and leg-
ible applications will be included 
in the reservation drawing, and 
successful applicants will receive 
their confirmation by return mail.

Hunters can find and print the 
reservation application form on-
line at www.ndow.org. The file is 
located in the Applications section 
under the Hunting tab on the main 
page. Just click on “Applications” 
and scroll down the page to the 
section entitled Overton Dove 
Hunt and download the applica-
tion. Paper applications will also 
be available at the NDOW offices 
in Las Vegas and Henderson. The 
addresses are 4747 Vegas Drive 
and 744 Racetrack Road respec-
tively.

The reservation only dove hunt 
zone is described in regulation as 
the Moapa Valley Portion of the 
Wildlife Management Area and 
has a maximum capacity of 60 
hunters during the opening day 
and first weekend of the dove sea-
son. Opening day of the 2014 dove 
season is Monday, Sept. 1 and the 
opening weekend is Saturday and 
Sunday, Sept. 6 & 7.

The purpose of the reservation 
system is to reduce overcrowding 
and provide a quality hunting 
experience. Only those hunters 
with a valid hunt reservation will 
be allowed to hunt on the Moapa 
Valley Portion of the OWMA. 
Any vacancies will be filled by 
stand-by hunters on a first-come, 
first-served basis.

The Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) protects, re-
stores and manages fish and wild-
life, and promotes fishing, hunt-
ing, and boating safety. NDOW’s 
wildlife and habitat conservation 
efforts are primarily funded by 
sportsmen’s license and conserva-
tion fees and a federal surcharge 
on hunting and fishing gear. Sup-
port wildlife and habitat conserva-

tion in Nevada by purchasing a 
hunting, fishing, or combination 
license. Find us on Facebook, Twit-
ter or visit us at www.ndow.org. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE

National Hunting 
& Fishing Day N.H. 

Sporting Expo: Sept. 20, 
2014, in Concord

The New Hampshire Sport-
ing Expo is a great chance to get 
geared up for the fall hunting 
and fishing seasons. You’ll have 
a chance to visit more than 50 
exhibits featuring hunting and 
fishing-related products and ser-
vices. Meet hunting experts and 
guides.: See the latest gear and 
enjoy demos and hands-on activi-
ties, including: 

Archery and air rifle ranges 
Hunting gear and accessories: 

from guns to decoys to scents and 
calls 

Pointing dog and retriever dem-
onstrations 

Turkey calling 
Taxidermy exhibits 
Fly-tying demonstrations 
Display of the N.H. state record 

buck 
Every year, the Expo includes 

a giant raffle to benefit the Wild-
life Heritage Foundation of New 
Hampshire, featuring outdoor 
gear from firearms to hand-tied 
flies!

The 2014 Sporting Expo will host 
the unveiling of the limited edition 
commemorative firearms being 
produced to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the N.H. Fish and 
Game Department in 2015.: The 
heritage of the Department dates 
back to 1865.

The Expo is a rain or shine 
event.: A food concession will be 

available. 
The National Hunting and Fish-

ing Day New Hampshire Sporting 
Expo is sponsored by the Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation of New 
Hampshire.

Exhibitors interested in being 
part of the Expo may contact Mark 
Beauchesne at Mark.Beauchesne@
wildlife.nh.gov or 603-271-6355.

NEW MEXICO

Aerial Survey Shows 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken 

Population Increased 20 
Percent in 2014‚

Ä®Biologists Note Regional 
Populations Fluctuate, Empha-
size Value of Improved Habitat 
‚Ä®‚Ä®The third annual less-
er prairie-chicken aerial survey 
shows a nearly 20 percent increase 
in the bird’s range-wide popula-
tion, up from an estimated 18,747 
birds in 2013 to 22,415 this year. 
While wildlife biologists are en-
couraged by the increase, they 
note that prairie-chicken num-
bers can fluctuate up and down 
from year to year, mainly due to 
grassland habitat conditions in-
fluenced by rainfall.‚Ä®‚Ä®The 
range-wide increase was not 
evenly spread across the bird’s 
four habitat regions distributed 
among five states‚ÄîColorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
and Texas. The mixed grass prairie 
region showed the biggest gain, a 
region that includes the northeast 
Texas Panhandle, northwestern 
Oklahoma and south central Kan-
sas, an area where more rain pro-
duced better prairie habitat. The 
sand sagebrush region in south-
western Kansas, southeastern 
Colorado and the northwestern 
Oklahoma panhandle, where per-
sistent drought continues to take a 
toll, showed a significant popula-
tion decline.‚Ä®‚Ä®”Just as with 
last year’s population decrease, 
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we shouldn’t read too much into 
short-term fluctuations over one 
or two years” said Bill Van Pelt, 
WAFWA grassland coordinator. 
“What these numbers show is the 
importance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part of 
the lesser prairie-chicken’s range, 
allowing populations to respond 
to better conditions. This popu-
lation response underscores the 
importance of implementing the 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-
wide Conservation Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”‚Ä®‚Ä®Companies, 
landowners, farmers and ranchers 
that did not enroll by the federal 
listing deadline of May 12 may 
still enroll in the range-wide plan 
and receive regulatory assurances 
their operations can continue un-
der an accompanying Certificate 
of Participation. Participating 
companies pay enrollment fees, 
allowing them to continue oil 
and gas production under certain 
restrictions while providing funds 
to conserve prairie chicken habitat. 
As of early June, about 160 oil, 
gas, wind, electric and pipeline 
companies had enrolled about 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 million 
for habitat conservation over the 
next three years. Enrollment fees 
are deposited with WAFWA and 
administered to fund conservation 
efforts by private landowners to 
benefit the lesser prairie-chicken in 
the five state region.‚Ä®‚Ä®West 
Ecosystems, Inc. of Laramie, WY 
is the contractor conducting the 
lesser prairie-chicken aerial sur-
vey effort. Begun in 2012, it is the 
first large-scale, helicopter-based 
survey to locate lesser prairie-
chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range, 
which is then used to estimate the 
population. The survey is a collab-
orative effort involving WAFWA’s 

Lesser Prairie-Chicken Interstate 
Working Group and is funded 
through industry enrollment 
fees, state wildlife agencies, and 
the U.S. Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.‚Ä®‚Ä®Organized in 1922, 
the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA) 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, spanning from Alaska 
to Texas and Saskatchewan to 
Hawaii - an area covering nearly 
3.7 million square miles of some 
of North America’s most wild 
and scenic country, inhabited by 
over 1500 premier wildlife spe-
cies.‚Ä®‚Ä®More information, 
including the range-wide plan, is 
available on the WAFWA website 
at www.wafwa.org.

Unprecedented Effort 
Protects Prairie Chicken 

Habitat in Five States
Nearly 14 million acres now en-

rolled under various Lesser Prairie 
Chicken conservation agreements

The May 12 listing of the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken as a threatened 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act helped fuel a surge in 
oil and gas company enrollments 
to conserve the species under 
special agreements spearheaded 
by the Western Association of Fish 
and Wildlife Agencies (WAFWA). 
To date, 160 oil, gas, wind, electric 
and pipeline companies have en-
rolled about 9 million acres across 
the five states that contain habitat 
for the bird’s survival, committing 
more than $43 million for habitat 
conservation over the next three 
years.

WAFWA’s Lesser Prairie Chick-
en Range-wide Conservation Plan 
as well as the Candidate Conserva-
tion Agreement with Assurances 
(CCAA) provided landowners 
and industry with options to re-
ceive regulatory assurance after 
the listing went into effect. The 
plan and CCAA were developed 
by state wildlife agency experts 
in 2013 with input from a wide 

variety of stakeholders.
The five range states are Colo-

rado, Kansas, New Mexico, Okla-
homa, and Texas. Companies, 
landowners, farmers and ranchers 
that did not enroll by the listing 
deadline of May 12 may still enroll 
in the plan and receive regulatory 
assurance under an accompanying 
Certificate of Participation. The 
companies are required to pay 
enrollment fees and these credits 
allow the companies to continue 
oil and gas production under 
certain restrictions while provid-
ing funds to mitigate impacts on 
prairie chicken habitat.

These enrollments complement 
other voluntary conservation 
agreements that have been un-
derway for several years in parts 
of the species’ range. Voluntary 
ranching CCAA’s have been avail-
able in Texas, Oklahoma and New 
Mexico and many landowners 
have chosen to participate in this 
manner. More than 3 million acres 
of private land has been enrolled 
across the three states, including 
about 400,000 acres enrolled by the 
Oklahoma Department of Wildlife 
Conservation, nearly 675,000 acres 
by the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department and nearly 2 million 
acres by the Center of Excellence 
in New Mexico. By undertaking 
voluntary conservation measures 
such as brush control, grazing 
management, and prescribed 
burning on their property, land-
owners are assured that no further 
land use restrictions or conditions 
will be required of them in the 
wake of the species’ listing. In ad-
dition, the Center of Excellence has 
enrolled another 1.9 million acres 
of oil and gas lease under separate 
conservation agreements in New 
Mexico.

“The enrollment of nearly 14 
million acres in these various 
conservation agreements to ben-
efit the lesser prairie chicken is 
an extraordinary achievement. 
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Private landowners and industry 
are critical partners in our collec-
tive efforts to conserve this iconic 
grassland bird” said Carter Smith, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife execu-
tive director who also serves as 
president of WAFWA. “Our focus 
now is to continue implementing 
the plan, recover the species, and 
facilitate the bird’s removal from 
the federal threatened species list. 
In that regard, we appreciate the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
commitment to and support for 
using the range-wide plan as a 
blueprint for recovery.”

Enrollment fees are being de-
posited with WAFWA and will be 
administered to fund conservation 
efforts that will benefit the lesser 
prairie chicken in the five state 
region.

“The oil and gas industry has 
demonstrated overwhelming sup-
port for the Lesser Prairie Chicken 
Range-wide Conservation Plan” 
said Ben Shepperd, president of 
the Permian Basin Petroleum As-
sociation. “The industry should 
be lauded for doing their part in 
this important initiative and we 
appreciate the leadership of the 
Western Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies in developing a 
plan that works for industry, land-
owners and the prairie chicken.”

Organized in 1922, the Western 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (WAFWA) represents 
23 states and Canadian provinces, 
spanning from Alaska to Texas 
and Saskatchewan to Hawaii - an 
area covering nearly 3.7 million 
square miles of some of North 
America’s most wild and scenic 
country, inhabited by over 1500 
premier wildlife species.

For more information about 
WAFWA: http://www.wafwa.
org/‚Ä®‚Ä®For more information 
about the conservation efforts of 
the Center of Excellence: http://
www.cehmm.org/conservation

NEW YORK

DEC Announces 
Falconry, Wildlife 
Rehabilitator And 

Leashed Tracking Dog 
Examinations

Exams Slated for Aug. 8; Exam 
Applications Due July 25

Examinations for individuals 
seeking a license to practice the 
sport of falconry, become a vol-
unteer wildlife rehabilitator or 
use leashed tracking dogs to find 
wounded or injured big game 
animals are scheduled for Friday, 
Aug. 8, the New York State Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-
tion (DEC) announced today.

The exams run from 10 a.m. to 
noon at most DEC regional offices 
across the state, with the excep-
tion of the regional office in Stony 
Brook, which will host the exams 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The list of 
DEC Regional offices can be found 
on the DEC website. The deadline 
for registering to take any of these 
exams is July 25. Exam registration 
forms can be found on the DEC 
website. There is no charge to take 
any of the written exams.

Apprentice Falconry License
Falconry has a rich history and 

tradition throughout the world. 
Falconry is a demanding sport 
which requires a significant com-
mitment in time and effort. The 
novice must be prepared to accept 
the responsibility that is part of 
falconry. Apprentices are limited 
to possessing one bird, either an 
American kestrel or a red-tailed 
hawk.

A falconry study guide and ex-
amination manual are available at 
no cost on the DEC website. The 
cost of a five-year falconry license 
is $40.

To qualify for the Apprentice 
Falconry license, applicants must:

score 80 percent or higher on the 
written exam;

be at least 14 years of age;
possess a valid New York State 

hunting license, which authorizes 
the hunting of small-game, and; ]

maintain DEC-approved facili-
ties for housing falconry raptors.

Wildlife Rehabilitator License
Wildlife rehabilitators provide 

the service of caring for injured, 
sick and orphaned wild animals, 
for the purpose of returning re-
habilitated animals to the wild. 
Prospective applicants are encour-
aged to gain experience by serv-
ing as an assistant to a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitator.‚Ä®A wild-
life rehabilitator study guide and 
examination manual are available 
at no cost on the DEC website.

To qualify for the Wildlife Reha-
bilitation license, applicants must:

score 80 percent or higher on the 
written exam;

be at least 16 years of age;
submit two character references 

along with their application, and;
be interviewed by DEC regional 

wildlife staff.
Leashed Tracking Dog Handler
Leashed tracking dog handlers 

use their dogs to track and recover 
dead, wounded or injured big 
game. Leashed tracking dog han-
dlers provide an invaluable ser-
vice in aiding hunters in locating 
wounded big game that otherwise 
may have gone unrecovered.‚Ä®A 
leashed tracking dog study guide 
is available at no cost on the DEC 
website. There is a $50 license fee 
for the five-year license, and a $25 
non-refundable application fee.

To qualify for a Leashed Track-
ing Dog Handler License, appli-
cants must:

score 80 percent or higher on the 
written exam, and;

possess a valid New York State 
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hunting license, which authorizes 
the hunting of big-game.

To apply for any of these exams, 
visit the DEC Special Licenses Unit 
and complete an exam registration 
form. Completed forms can be 
sent by mail, fax or email to: NYS 
DEC Special Licenses Unit, 625 
Broadway, Albany, NY 12233-4752, 
Fax: 518-402-8925, Email: fwslu@
gw.dec.state.ny.us .

DEC Announces 
Tentative 2014-15 

Migratory Game Bird 
Hunting Seasons

Early Announcement Helps 
Hunters Plan Trips

The tentative schedule for many 
of New York’s 2014-15 migratory 
game bird seasons is now avail-
able, allowing sportsmen and 
sportswomen to plan outdoor 
activities well in advance, New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) 
Commissioner Joe Martens an-
nounced today. Tentative season 
dates for ducks, geese, woodcock, 
snipe and rails can be found on the 
DEC website.

“Each year, DEC announces the 
tentative schedule so hunters can 
begin making plans for a safe and 
successful season” Commissioner 
Martens said, following along 
with Governor Cuomo’s NY Open 
for Fishing and Hunting Initiative 
“Still, we always remind hunters 
to check the final dates, usually 
issued in late summer, before go-
ing afield.”

The final season dates, bag limits 
and other regulations for 2014-15 
migratory game bird hunting sea-
sons in New York will be posted 
on DEC’s website and announced 
by a statewide news release, once 
they are approved by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service in late sum-
mer. Hunters should confirm the 
final season dates before going 
afield.

Hunting Season
Species
Western
Northeast
Lake‚Ä®Champlain
Southeast
Long‚Ä®Island
Youth Days
Oct 4 & 5
Sept 20 & 21
Sept 27 & 28
Sept 27 & 28
Nov 22 & 23
Ducks, Coots,‚Ä®Mergansers
Oct 18 - Dec 2‚Ä®Dec 27 - Jan 9
Oct 4 - Oct 19‚Ä®Nov 1 - Dec 14
TBD
Oct 11 - Oct 19‚Ä®Nov 8 - Dec 28
Nov 27 - Jan 25
Sea Ducks
same as above
same as above
same as above
same as above
Oct 17 - Jan 31c
Snow Geese
Oct 1 - Apr 15
Oct 1 - Apr 15
Oct 1 - Dec 29‚Ä®Jan 16 - Apr 15
Oct 1 - Apr 15
Nov 24 - Mar 10
Brant
Oct 4 - Nov 22
Oct 4 - Nov 22
TBD
Oct 11 - Nov 29
Nov 27 - Nov 30‚Ä®Dec 11 - Jan 

25
Canada Goose‚Ä®Seasons
see map for Canada Goose Sea-

sons

Waterfowl Bag Limits
Species
Daily Limit
Possession Limit
Ducks*
6
18
Sea Ducks**
7
21
Coot
15
45
Canada geese #
see map
Snow geese
25
no limit
Brant
2
6

The tentative season dates were 
developed by a team of DEC staff 
representing all regions of the 
state, taking into consideration 
anticipated federal regulations for 
the coming year and recommen-
dations from Waterfowl Hunter 
Task Forces established by DEC 
for each zone. DEC has used a task 
force approach since 1997, and it 
has been very helpful for setting 
seasons where hunter preferences 
are diverse. For more information 
about the task forces, go visit the 
DEC website.

The tentative season dates for 
the Lake Champlain Zone were 
not included because they will 
be determined by the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Board following 
public meetings likely to be held 
in August in Whitehall, N.Y. and 
Burlington, Vt. DEC encourages 
New York waterfowl hunters who 
frequent the Champlain Zone to 
attend one of these meetings; de-
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tails will be announced later this 
summer. Comments and sugges-
tions about the Lake Champlain 
Zone may also be submitted to any 
DEC season-setting team member 
or by e-mail to wfseason@gw.dec.
state.ny.us.

Copies of the 2014-15 migratory 
game bird hunting regulations 
brochure will be available on the 
DEC website in late August and by 
mid-September wherever hunting 
licenses are sold.

For more information about 
hunting waterfowl or other migra-
tory game birds in New York, visit 
the DEC website.

The NY Open for Fishing and 
Hunting Initiative is an effort to 
improve recreational opportuni-
ties for sportsmen and women 
and to boost tourism activities 
throughout the state. This initia-
tive includes streamlining fishing 
and hunting licenses, reducing 
license fees, improving access for 
fishing and increasing hunting 
opportunities in New York State.

In support of this initiative, this 
year’s budget includes $6 million 
in NY Works funding to support 
creating 50 new land and water 
access projects to connect hunters, 
anglers, bird watchers and others 
who enjoy the outdoors to more 
than 380,000 acres of existing state 
and easement lands that have not 
reached their full potential. These 
50 new access projects include 
building new boat launches, in-
stalling new hunting blinds and 
building new trails and parking 
areas. In addition, the 2014-15 
budget includes $4 million to re-
pair the state’s fish hatcheries; and 
renews and allows expanded use 
of crossbows for hunting in New 
York State.

This year’s budget also reduces 
short-term fishing licenses fees; in-
creases the number of authorized 
statewide free fishing days to eight 
from two; authorizes DEC to offer 
10 days of promotional prices for 
hunting, fishing and trapping li-

censes; and authorizes free Adven-
ture Plates for new lifetime license 
holders, discounted Adventure 
Plates for existing lifetime license 
holders and regular fee Adventure 
Plates for annual license holders.

NORTH 
CAROLINA
Public Invited to 

Comment on Early 
Migratory Game Bird 

Seasons
The N.C. Wildlife Resources 

Commission is inviting public 
comments beginning June 2 on 
the early waterfowl and webless 
migratory game bird hunting 
seasons. 

The seasons include dove, 
woodcock, rail, snipe and those 
waterfowl seasons beginning 
prior to Oct. 1. Input on extended 
falconry seasons for webless spe-
cies also will be taken at this time. 
Comment on proposed dates for 
the seasons by going to www.
ncwildlife.org and clicking on 
“Submit Your Comments!” 

Comments will be accepted June 
2-22. 

Every year, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides frame-
works from which state fish and 
wildlife agencies select their re-
spective hunting season dates. 
After reviewing public comments, 
Wildlife Commissioners will select 
season dates for North Carolina 
during the July 10 Commission 
meeting. 

For more information on migra-
tory game birds in North Carolina, 
visit the hunting page

NORTH DAKOTA

North Dakota Spring 
Pheasant Count Tops 

Last Year
North Dakota’s spring pheasant 

population index is up slightly 
from last year, according to the 
State Game and Fish Department’s 
2014 spring crowing count survey.

Stan Kohn, upland game man-
agement supervisor, said the 
number of roosters heard crow-
ing this spring was up about 6 
percent statewide from 2013, with 
increases ranging from about 2 to 9 
percent depending on the region.

While the spring number is a 
positive indicator, Kohn said it 
does not predict what North Da-
kota’s fall population will look 
like. Brood surveys, which begin 
in mid-July and are completed 
by September, provide a much 
better estimate of summer pheas-
ant production and what hunters 
might expect for a fall pheasant 
population.

Last year, the fall population was 
down from 2012 because of rather 
poor production, but Kohn said 
low winter pheasant mortality, 
particularly in the southern one-
third of the state, helped boost this 
year’s spring count.

Another positive is that abun-
dant moisture has provided for 
good habitat conditions heading 
into the prime nesting period. 
However, Kohn noted that since 
2008, North Dakota has lost more 
than 2 million acres of Conserva-
tion Reserve Program grasslands, 
much of it in the pheasant range. 
That means total nesting habitat in 
the state is significantly reduced 
from where it was when the spring 
crowing count index peaked in 
2008.

The 2014 index is down about 
one-third from that peak. “Loss 
of CRP acres continue to reduce 
the amount of nesting and brood-
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rearing habitat on the landscape” 
Kohn emphasized. “This and other 
grassland conversion is going to 
negatively affect our pheasant 
population in the future.”

Pheasant crowing counts are 
conducted each spring throughout 
North Dakota. Observers drive 
specified 20-mile routes, stopping 
at predetermined intervals, and 
counting the number of pheasant 
roosters heard crowing over a two-
minute period during the stop.

The number of pheasant crows 
heard is compared to previous 
years’ data, providing a trend 
summary.

Spring Breeding Duck 
Numbers Tallied 

The North Dakota Game and 
Fish Department’s annual spring 
breeding duck survey conducted 
in May showed an index of 4.9 
million birds, up 23 percent from 
last year and 110 percent above 
the long-term average (1948-2013).

Mike Szymanski, waterfowl bi-
ologist, said all species increased 
from their 2013 estimates, except 
canvasbacks (down 7.9 percent, 
but still 41 percent above long-
term) and ruddy ducks (down 1.2 
percent). Redheads (+64 percent), 
green-winged teal (+42 percent), 
blue-winged teal (+34 percent), 
wigeon (+33 percent) and scaup 
(+28 percent) showed the largest 
increases. Mallards and blue-
wings were the most abundant 
ducks on the survey, combining 
for 48 percent of the total.

“Some of the later nesting dab-
bling duck species, such as blue-
wings and shovelers, were just 
settling into breeding areas so 
their counts may have been biased 
slightly high this year, simply 
because of a cold spring and their 
migration lagging behind other 
birds” Szymanski said. “Mallards, 
an early nesting species, were well 
into nesting and settled on breed-

ing areas. Diving ducks pushed 
through the state well ahead of 
the survey, so we feel good about 
those numbers.”

Duck numbers during the last 
two decades are the highest since 
survey records began in 1948. 
Szymanski said abundant water 
and good nesting cover have kept 
breeding duck numbers high. “It’s 
pretty amazing to see the top 20 
breeding duck indices have all 
come in the past 20 years” he add-
ed. “We had Conservation Reserve 
Program acres on the landscape, 
and then water came in a big way. 
It’s safe to say we are still riding 
abundant populations stemming 
from near perfect conditions. It’s 
hard to say how they will fair in 
the future now that a large portion 
of their nesting cover has disap-
peared through CRP expirations.”

The spring water index in-
creased 110 percent from 2013. 
The water index is based on basins 
with water, and does not necessar-
ily represent the amount of water 
contained in wetlands or the type 
of wetlands represented.

“This year’s water index was 
strongly influenced by small 
ephemeral waters and an abun-
dance of ditches with water” Szy-
manski said. “Water conditions 
were good in most wetlands that 
ducks will use for brood rearing.”

Szymanski said water was more 
abundant in the northwest and 
northeast portions of the state. In 
addition, he said western North 
Dakota was wetter than average.

“Breeding conditions on the 
prairies can always change in a 
hurry” Szymanski said. “Last 
year, conditions were looking OK 
when we conducted the survey, 
but there was some question as to 
whether it would dry out prior to 
brood rearing. Then several inches 
of rain fell and wetlands used for 
brood rearing improved. This year, 
conditions are looking better in 
those wetlands, but a hot and dry 
spell could change that.”

The loss of CRP acres was evi-
dent during the survey, Szymanski 
said, as large stretches of land 
conversion to cropland were ob-
vious. “The loss of grass will hurt 
production of ducks and other 
grassland nesting birds” he added. 
“However, the recent overly wet 
conditions are helping bridge the 
gap a little bit for ducks.”

Szymanski said having a lot of 
pairs present in May is a good 
thing. However, the July brood 
survey will provide a better idea of 
duck production and insight into 
expectations for this fall.

North Dakota Game and Fish 
Department‚Ä®100 N.  Bis-
marck Expressway, Bismarck, 
N D  5 8 5 0 1 - 5 0 9 5 ‚ Ä ® P h o n e : 
701-328-6300‚Ä®E-mail: ndgf@
nd.gov

OHIO

Ohio’s Controlled 
Hunting Applications 
Accepted until July 31
Applications are now being 

accepted for controlled deer and 
waterfowl hunts on selected Ohio 
public areas during the 2014-2015 
season, according to the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources 
(ODNR). Hunters have until 
Thursday, July 31, to submit per-
mit applications for a random 
drawing.

These special hunts are held 
on selected public areas to pro-
vide additional opportunities 
for Ohio’s hunting enthusiasts. 
All applicants, youth and adult, 
must possess a 2014-2015 Ohio 
hunting license and meet the age 
requirements in order to apply for 
a controlled hunt.

Hunters can apply for the con-
trolled hunts by completing the 
application process online using 
the Wild Ohio Customer Center 
at wildohio.gov or by calling 
800-WILDLIFE (945-3543) and 
requesting a mail-in application. 
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There is a non-refundable applica-
tion fee of $3 per hunt.

Hunters will be randomly drawn 
from submitted applications. Suc-
cessful applicants will be notified 
and provided additional hunt 
information by mail and email. 
Applicants are encouraged to visit 
the Wild Ohio Customer Center to 
view the status of their applica-
tion and, if selected, print their 
controlled hunt permit.

More specific information about 
hunt dates and locations, includ-
ing opportunities dedicated to 
youth, women and mobility-
impaired hunters, can be found at 
wildohio.gov.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection of 
our natural resources for the ben-
efit of all. Visit the ODNR website 
at ohiodnr.gov.

OKLAHOMA

AMENDED 
FEDERAL GRANT 

TO AID LESSER 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 

CONSERVATION 
EFFORTS

:: The:Oklahoma:Department:of:
Wildlife:Conservation and the U.S. 
Fish and:WildlifeService (FWS) 
have announced an agreement 
to extend and expand the Land-
owner Incentive Program (LIP) 
Federal Grant for at-risk species 
in:Oklahoma, a development that 
promises to enhance current ef-
forts to conserve the lesser prairie 
chicken.

: :  The  grant ’ s  scope  has 
b e e n  e x p a n d e d  t o  a l l o w 
the:Wildlife:Department:to focus 
remaining LIP funds and resources 
on elping:Oklahoma:landowners 
who are enrolled in the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken Candidate Con-
servation Agreement with Assur-

ances (CCAA). Also, the Service 
has agreed to extend the LIP grant 
until:June 30, 2015.

:: “Facilitating the expansion 
of the scope of this grant enables 
ODWC to focus additional re-
sources on private landowners 
enrolled in the:Oklahoma:CCAA 
to further critical conservation 
and restoration efforts to benefit 
the lesser prairie chicken” said Dr. 
Benjamin Tuggle, FWS Regional 
Director for the Southwest Region.

:: Richard Hatcher, Director of:
Oklahoma’s:Wildlife:Department, 
praised the development.

: :  “ T h e  U . S .  F i s h 
and:Wildlife:Service should be 
commended for approving our 
request to extend our Landowner 
Incentive Program Grant and 
expand the scope to include 
the lesser prairie chicken. This 
additional time and funding 
for:Oklahoma’s Landowner Incen-
tive Program will go a long way 
toward the:Wildlife:Department’s 
management efforts to conserve 
the lesser prairie chicken” Hatcher 
said.

:: On April 10, 2014, the FWS is-
sued its final rule listing the lesser 
prairie chicken as a threatened 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act.

:::Oklahoma’s LIP grant was 
originally approved in 2004. It en-
abled the:WildlifeDepartment:to 
work with private landowners 
to conserve and restore areas 
of short-grass and mixed-grass 
prairie habitat. Through the pro-
gram, landowners could receive 
payments when they voluntarily 
accepted incentives to conserve 
short- and mixed-grass prairie 
habitats and species of concern.

:: With this recent amendment,t
he:Wildlife:Department:will begin 
a targeted effort to assist private 
landowners already enrolled in 
the lesser prairie chicken CCAA 
to monitor grazing use of native 
range pastureland. This effort 
requires construction and place-

ment of 64-square-foot grazing ex-
closures to be used in monitoring 
grazing and habitat conditions. 
The exclosures and monitoring 
allow landowners to adjust graz-
ing pressure as needed to retain 
adequate lesser prairie chicken 
nesting habitat.

:: Tuggle said, “The Service re-
mains committed to working with 
private landowners, the states, 
industry and others to conserve 
the chicken and its habitat while 
ensuring on-the-ground activities 
are able to continue on this work-
ing landscape.”

:: Landowners who enrolled 
acres in:Oklahoma’s CCAA can 
seek technical and financial assis-
tance through the LIP. The CCAA 
covers activities intended to con-
serve, restore and enhance habitat 
for the lesser prairie chicken with-
in the bird’s natural range. Almost 
400,000 acres are enrolled under 
the CCAA in Beaver, Beckham, 
Cimarron, Dewey, Ellis, Harper, 
Major, Roger Mills, Texas, Woods 
and Woodward counties.

:::Oklahoma:landowners with 
a CCAA who would like more 
information on this amendment 
may call habitat coordinator Alva 
Gregory at:(580) 334-4459.

AERIAL SURVEY 
SHOWS LESSER 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
POPULATION 

INCREASED 20 
PERCENT IN 2014

Biologists Note Regional Popu-
lations Fluctuate, Emphasize 
Value of Improved Habitat

:
: : The third annual lesser prairie-

chicken aerial survey shows a 
nearly 20 percent increase in the 
bird’s range-wide population, 
up from an estimated 18,747 
birds in 2013 to 22,415 this year. 
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While:wildlife:biologists are en-
couraged by the increase, they 
note that prairie-chicken numbers 
can fluctuate up and down from 
year to year, mainly due to grass-
land habitat conditions influenced 
by rainfall.

: : The range-wide increase 
was not evenly spread across the 
bird’s four habitat regions distrib-
uted among five states: Colorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico,:Oklahoma, 
and Texas. The mixed grass prai-
rie region showed the biggest 
gain, a region that includes the 
northeastern Texas Panhandle, 
northwestern:Oklahoma:and 
south central Kansas, an area 
where more rain produced better 
prairie habitat. The sand sage-
brush region in southwestern 
Kansas, southeastern Colorado 
and the where persistent drought 
continues to take a toll, showed a 
significant population decline.

: : “Just as with last year’s popu-
lation decrease, we shouldn’t 
read too much into short-term 
fluctuations over one or two 
years” said Bill Van Pelt, WAFWA 
grassland coordinator. “What 
these numbers show is the im-
portance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part 
of the lesser prairie-chicken’s 
range, allowing populations to 
respond to better conditions. This 
population response underscores 
the importance of implementing 
the:Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-
wideConservation:Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”

: : Companies, landowners, 
farmers and ranchers that did 
not enroll by the federal listing 
deadline of:May 12:may still en-
roll in the range-wide plan and 
receive regulatory assurances 
their operations can continue un-
der an accompanying Certificate 
of Participation. Participating 
companies pay enrollment fees, 

SOUTH 
CAROLINA
Anderson South 

Carolina Man Sentenced 
for Dove Baiting

Robert Claude Cathey of An-
derson, South Carolina, was 
sentenced on June 19, 2014, by 
federal:magistrate judge Kevin F. 
McDonald to one year probation 
and a $5,000 fine for violating 
the:Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
Cathey was found guilty of a 
Class A misdemeanor by a jury 
in:federal district court in Green-
ville, South Carolina, on April 
25, 2014, for unlawfully placing 
bait:on a field.

In November 2012, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Office of Law 
Enforcement, in cooperation:with 
South Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources Law Enforce-
ment, began investigating:Cathey 
after state officers apprehended 
hunters hunting mourning doves 
on a field that had been:prepared 
illegally in Liberty, South Carolina. 
The investigation revealed that 
Cathey had leased:the field to the 
hunters for $5,000 and prepared 
the field by scattering wheat seed 
on top of the:ground. The hunters 
were not charged in this investiga-
tion.

“I am extremely proud of our law 
enforcement officers for the work 
they do to stop and:prosecute 
the illegal taking of our wildlife” 
said Colonel Chisolm Frampton, 
Deputy Director:for Law Enforce-
ment, South Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources. “Protecting 
our wildlife:is an enormous re-
sponsibility, and we are fortunate 
to have great partnerships with 
our federal:counterparts to help 
enforce wildlife laws to curb these 
types of illegal activities.”

It is illegal to hunt any migra-

allowing them to continue oil and 
gas production under certain re-
strictions while providing funds to 
conserve prairie-chicken habitat. 
As of early June, about 160 oil, 
gas, wind, electric and pipeline 
companies had enrolled about 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 mil-
lion for habitat:conservation:over 
the next three years. Enroll-
ment fees are deposited with 
WAFWA and administered to 
fund:conservation:efforts by pri-
vate landowners to benefit the 
lesser prairie-chicken in the five 
state region.

: : West Ecosystems Inc. of Lara-
mie, Wyo., is the contractor con-
ducting the lesser prairie-chicken 
aerial survey effort. Begun in 2012, 
it is the first large-scale, helicopter-
based survey to locate lesser prai-
rie-chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range, 
which is then used to estimate the 
population. The survey is a collab-
orative effort involving WAFWA’s 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Interstate 
Working Group and is funded 
through industry enrollment fees, 
statewildlife:agencies, and the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management.

:  :  Organized in 1922, the 
Western Association of Fish 
and:Wildlife:Agencies (WAFWA) 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, from Alaska to Texas 
and Saskatchewan to Hawaii -- an 
area covering nearly 3.7 million 
square miles of some of North 
America’s most wild and scenic 
country, inhabited by more than 
1,500:wildlife:species.

: : More information, including 
the range-wide plan, is available 
on the WAFWA website at:www.
wafwa.org.
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tory game bird, such as mourning 
doves, ducks, and geese over:a 
baited area. The Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act is a federal statute that 
affords protection to all:migratory 
birds. Penalties under the Act can 
reach $100,000 fine and up to a 
year in federal:prison.

“We take our mission to support 
our state counterpart wildlife en-
forcement agencies very:seriously, 
especially when violations involve 
not only the unlawful take of mi-
gratory birds over:bait, but also 
their commercialization for profit” 
said Luis Santiago, Special Agent 
in Charge,:Southeast Region, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Office of 
Law Enforcement. “Dove hunting 
is:a time honored tradition for 
hunters and the defendant has 
undermined the proud tradition 
of fair chase for all hunters.”

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov. 

For more information on our 
work and the people who make 
it happen, visit http://www.fws.
gov/southwest/. Connect with 
our Facebook page, follow our 
tweets, watch our YouTube Chan-
nel and download photos from our 
Flickr page.

SOUTH DAKOTA

2014 fall turkey, antelope 
and early fall goose 
seasons proposed 

 The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks (GFP) Commission pro-
posed several hunting seasons at 
their June meeting in Yankton. The 
proposed 2014 fall turkey hunt-
ing season includes some notable 
changes from the 2013 season. 
The proposed start dates would 
be moved back to Nov. 1 instead 
of beginning Oct. 1. The end date 
of Jan. 31 remains unchanged. Fall 
turkey hunters would see a reduc-
tion in turkey licenses available 
and closure of several West River 
and East River turkey hunting 
units. The Black Hills unit includes 
a boundary change which retains 
an open area on the eastern and 
southern tier of the Black Hills; 
including a reduction in licenses 
by 750. The proposed 2014 firearm 
antelope hunting season would 
run from Oct. 4-19 and have 2,705 
licenses available for residents 
and 61 licenses available for non-
residents. The proposed season 
would call for a closure of Tripp 
and Lyman counties as well as the 
Fort Pierre National Grasslands. 
If adopted as proposed, these 
three units would also be closed 
to archery antelope hunting. The 
Custer State Park antelope hunt-
ing season will remain the same as 
last year as no actions were taken 
on this season. Three licenses are 
available and the season will run 
from Oct. 15-23. The Commission 
proposed an early fall Canada 
goose season of Sept. 1-30. The 
Commission proposal would 
modify the boundaries of Unit 1 
to include the portion of Perkins 
County west of S.D. Highway 75 
and south of S.D. Highway 20 and 
expand Unit 2 by adding all of 
Custer, Fall River and Pennington 
counties. As a result of the contin-
ual decline in the number of male 

sage grouse observed during the 
spring lek survey, the sage grouse 
season will remain closed in 2014. 
The youth waterfowl hunting 
season will also remain under the 
same structure as 2013, which will 
run Sept. 20-21. The Commission 
will take final action on these 
proposals on July 8-9, 2014, at the 
Holiday Inn Express in Fort Pierre. 
To view these rule proposals in 
their entirety, please visit https://
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx. Written comments 
on these proposals can be sent to 
523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D. 
57501, or emailed to wildinfo@
state.sd.us. To be included in the 
public record, comments must be 
received by 12 p.m. CDT on July 8 
and have your full name and city 
of residence.

roadside mowing: hold 
off until after july 10

The South Dakota Departments 
of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
and Transportation (DOT) want to 
remind individuals there are laws 
and rules governing when mow-
ing of highway right-of-way ditch-
es can begin.‚Ä®‚Ä®”Roadside 
ditches provide valuable nesting 
cover, especially in portions of 
the state with limited lands en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program or other upland nesting 
habitat” stated Tony Leif, GFP Di-
vision of Wildlife director. “This is 
especially important this year due 
to the drop in bird numbers we 
experienced last year. Our depart-
ment is asking for the public’s con-
sideration in delaying haying and 
mowing activities within roadside 
ditches and we want to thank 
individuals in advance for their 
help in protecting and sustaining 
the state’s pheasant population.” 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e 
70:04:06:06‚Ä®No mowing of the 
right-of-way may begin in the 
West River counties of Gregory, 
Lyman or Tripp before June 15. 
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No mowing of the right-of-way 
may begin in East River coun-
ties before July 10. For more 
information, please visit: http://
legis.sd.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.
aspx?Rule=70:04:06:06.

C o d i f i e d  L a w 
31-5-22‚Ä®Violation of any rule 
authorizing mowing of ditches as 
misdemeanor. Any person who 
violates any of the rules autho-
rized pursuant to √Ç¬ß:31-5-21 is 
guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
For more information, please visit: 
http://legis.sd.gov/statutes/Dis-
playStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&S
tatute=31-5-22. 

In the spring and early summer, 
hen pheasants seeking suitable 
nesting locations are attracted 
to the vegetation in roadsides. 
Pheasant production in roadsides 
is diminished when roadsides are 
mowed prior to completion of 
nesting activity. Incubating hens 
nearing their hatch dates can be 
struck and killed by hay mow-
ing equipment. Hens and newly 
hatched broods remain susceptible 
to mowing equipment for another 
two weeks after hatching due to 
the restricted mobility of chicks 
and the tendency of the hen and 
young to hide from approaching 
danger rather than flushing to 
escape.‚Ä®‚Ä®GFP research has 
documented that being struck 
by hay-mowing equipment is a 
substantial source of hen pheas-
ant mortality during the nesting 
and brood-rearing season in June 
and July; including hens nest-
ing in roadsides. Please visit the 
below link to a game report for 
more information: http://gfp.
sd.gov/wildlife/management/
research-projects/docs/2004-11.
pdf.‚Ä®‚Ä®For additional details 
on the DOT mowing regulations, 
visit this link to a recently is-
sued press release: http://news.
sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=16199.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/june/17.
aspx#sthash.GCGC5u3c.dpuf

TENNESEE
Comment Period Open 

for Teal Season
The Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-

es Agency and the Mississippi Fly-
way Council have requested that 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) increase the September 
early wood duck and real hunting 
season daily bag limit from 4 to 6 
(no more than two wood ducks) 
and also allow the addition of teal-
only hunting days to this season.

The request is being made in 
response to the high blue-winged 
teal populations and similar recent 
expansions in states with Septem-
ber teal-only hunting seasons.

The TWRA staff has worked for 
months with the Mississippi and 
Atlantic Flyways and the USFWS 
to bring this request forward. :The 
request is based on biological in-
formation in a 2013 report made 
available to the flyway councils. 
Allowing these increases would 
require a policy change by the US-
FWS. The USFWS has expressed 
support for other policy changes 
that liberalize teal harvest and spe-
cifically support new teal seasons 
in states without such seasons. 
These would be experimental 
seasons.

The full text of the Federal 
Register outlining this and other 
related issues can be seen by 
clicking here:and scroll down to 
“Proposed Rules: Migratory Bird 
Hunting Supplemental Proposals 
for 2014-15 Hunting Seasons” and 
see Section 1. Ducks, D. Special 
Seasons/Species Management, 
ii., September Teal/Wood Duck 
Seasons.

The public may submit com-
ments to the USFWS on this issue 
by June 27 by one of the following 
methods:

¬∑:::::::: Federal eRulemaking 
Portal:: http://www.regulations.
gov : Search for “Docket No. FWS-

HQ-MB-2014-0017” and follow the 
instructions for submitting on-line 
comments.

Hunting Seasons 
Established for 2014-

15 at May Commission 
Meeting

 The Tennessee Fish and Wild-
life Resources Commission set 
the 2014-15 hunting seasons at its 
May meeting which concluded 
Friday at the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency’s Ray Bell Re-
gion II Building.

As introduced by the TWRA at 
the TFWC’s April meeting, new 
Bear Management Units for black 
bears have been formed. The Bear 
Management Units are subdivided 
into five Bear Hunt Zones. The 
Unit and Zone terminology relates 
to the Bear Management Plan be-
ing written and changes how the 
agency will regulate bear harvest.

Bear hunters in traditional bear 
hunting counties will find little 
change to this year’s seasons. New 
hunts have been set in counties 
bordering traditional bear hunt-
ing counties and the Cumberland 
Plateau. A total of 15 new counties 
have been added.

In regard to white-tailed deer 
hunting, there are recommended 
adjustments to increase antlerless 
opportunities in Blount, Marion, 
Putnam, Tipton and Washington 
counties in units A and B.:

The archery whited-tailed deer 
season will begin on Sept. 27. The 
muzzleloader/archery season is 
Nov. 8-Nov. 21. The gun season 
for deer always opens the Satur-
day prior to Thanksgiving which 
this year is Nov. 22 continues until 
Jan. 4, 2015. The Young Sportsman 
Hunt for deer will again be held on 
two weekends. They are Oct. 25-26 
and Jan. 10-11.:

An extensive discussion was 
held over the 2014 dove season. 
It appears that the U.S. Fish and 


