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LOUISIANA

L.W.F.C. Sets 2014-2015 
Early Migratory Bird 

Hunting Seasons
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fish-

eries Commission set the dates 
for the 2014-2015 early migratory 
bird hunting seasons at their July 3 
meeting. These dates, recommend-
ed by the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF), 
are tentative pending U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service approval.

The proposed dove season is 
broken down into a north and 
south zone with each zone hav-
ing three segments and includes 
mourning, white-winged, Eur-
asian collared and ringed-turtle 
doves. The upcoming dove sea-
son will provide a:90-day season 
which adds 20 additional days to 
hunt doves in Louisiana.

The north zone splits include 
Sept. 6: 28; Oct. 11: Nov. 9; and Dec. 
10: Jan. 15 (the first split provides 
an extra seven days and the third 
split provides an extra 13 days 
more than previous seasons). The 
south zone splits include Sept. 6: 
14; Oct. 11: Dec. 3; and Dec. 20: 
Jan. 15 (the second split provides 
an extra 10 days and the third split 
provides an extra 10 days more 
than previous seasons).

The dove hunting hours will be 
one-half hour before sunrise to 
sunset on all dates in each split, 
EXCEPT on Sept. 6 opening day on 
state wildlife management areas 
and LDWF leased fields, where 
the hunting hours will be 12 noon 
to sunset.

The daily bag limit for mourn-
ing, white-winged and fully 
dressed Eurasian collared-doves 
and ringed-turtle doves would be 
15 in aggregate and possession of 
45 in aggregate. However, there is 
no bag limit on Eurasian collared-
doves or ringed turtle-doves 
provided that a fully feathered 

wing and head remain attached 
to the carcass of the bird. Fully 
dressed Eurasian-collared doves 
and ringed turtle-doves (those 
without a fully feathered wing 
and head naturally attached to the 
carcass) shall be included in the 
aggregate bag.

The following boundary divides 
the dove season zones: Beginning 
at the Texas-Louisiana border on 
La. Hwy. 12; thence east along La. 
Hwy. 12 to its intersection with 
U.S. Hwy. 190; thence east along 
U.S. Hwy. 190 to its intersection 
with Interstate 12; thence east 
along I-12 to its intersection with 
Interstate 10; then east along I-10 
to the Mississippi state line.

Blue-winged, green-winged and 
cinnamon teal season would last 
from Sept. 13 - 28 with a daily bag 
limit of six (6) and a possession 
limit of eighteen (18). Federal 
and state waterfowl stamps are 
required to harvest teal.

Rail and gallinule seasons are 
proposed to last 70 days. The first 
segment would be open from Sept. 
13 - 28. The other segment will be 
set in August with the regular wa-
terfowl seasons. King and clapper 
rails would have a daily bag limit 
of 15 with a possession limit of 
45. Sora and Virginia rails would 
have a daily and possession limit 
totaling 25. Common and purple 
gallinules would have a daily bag 
limit of 15 and possession limit 
totaling 45.

Under the proposal, woodcock 
season would last 45 days from 
Dec. 18 - Jan. 31, statewide. A 
three-bird daily bag limit and a 
nine-bird possession limit would 
be allowed.

Snipe season will be set in Au-
gust.

Shooting and hawking hours 
for dove, woodcock, rail, teal 
and gallinules are tentatively set 
for half an hour before sunrise to 
sunset, including the first day of 
dove season on Sept. 6 on private 
land.: However, the shooting and 

hawking hours for these species 
will start at noon on the first day 
of dove season on state wildlife 
management areas.

Extended falconry mourning 
dove season would open from 
Sept. 15 - Oct. 1. Extended fal-
conry woodcock season would 
open from Oct. 28 - Dec. 17 and 
will reopen from Feb. 1-11. The 
falconry daily bag limit would be 
three and possession limit of nine 
birds for all permitted migratory 
game birds during the extended 
falconry and regular hunting sea-
sons. Extended falconry seasons 
for ducks, rails and gallinules will 
be set in August with the water-
fowl regulations.

Hunters are reminded that they 
must have a HIP permit to hunt 
migratory birds.: HIP permits are 
free and are available wherever 
hunting licenses are sold.

For more information, con-
tact Jeff Duguay at 225-765-2353 
or:jduguay@wlf.la.gov:.

Proposed Duck Hunting 
Dates for 2014-2015 
Season Presented to 

Commission
The Louisiana Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission received 
the proposed duck hunting dates 
for the 2014-2015 season from the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries (LDWF) at their 
monthly meeting.

The dates presented reflect an-
other 60-day season for Louisiana 
hunters across the coastal, east and 
west zones.

The proposed dates and splits 
for the upcoming season are as 
follows:

Coastal Zone: Nov. 8 - 30; and 
Dec. 13 - 18; Youth Hunt Nov. 1 - 2.:

East Zone: Nov. 22 - Dec 7; and 
Dec. 13 - Jan. 25; Youth Hunt Nov. 
15 and Jan. 31.

West Zone: Nov. 15 - Dec. 14, and 
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Dec. 20 - Jan. 18;:Youth Hunt Nov. 
8 and Jan. 24.

These proposed dates reflect 
preferences noted in past water-
fowl hunter surveys conducted 
by the Department via mail-out 
and on-line survey forms.: Final 
approval of season dates will be 
made at the August Commission 
meeting.

The 2014-15 duck season frame-
work provides for a daily bag limit 
of six (6) and a possession limit of 
eighteen (18). Federal and state 
waterfowl stamps are required to 
hunt waterfowl.

For more information or to com-
ment on proposed dates, contact 
Larry Reynolds at 225-765-0456 
or:lreynolds@wlf.la.gov

Commission Hears 
Report on 2014 Dove 

Season Rules and 
Regulations 

The Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission received 
a report on the upcoming dove 
season at their June 5 meeting in 
Baton Rouge.

The Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries’ (LDWF) 
Wildlife Division, based on infor-
mation collected in a spring dove 
hunter survey and the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service’s new harvest 
strategy, is planning a 2014 dove 
season that will include:

A 90-day season which adds 20 
additional days to hunt doves in 
Louisiana

A north zone with three splits 
including Sept. 6: 28; Oct. 11: Nov. 
9; and Dec. 10: Jan. 15 (the first split 
provides an extra seven days and 
the third split provides an extra 13 
days more than previous seasons)

A south zone with three splits 
including Sept. 6: 14; Oct. 11: Dec. 
3; and Dec. 20: Jan. 15 (the second 
split provides an extra 10 days and 

the third split provides an extra 10 
days more than previous seasons)

Opening dove hunting hours at 
one-half hour before sunrise on all 
dates in each split

The Commission will finalize 
the 2014 dove season dates at their 
July 3 meeting.

LDWF’s spring survey received 
438 responses from hunters who 
shared their experiences and opin-
ions about dove hunting on topics 
including season dates, hunting 
activities, hunting success, am-
munition used, and demographic 
variables.

For more information, contact 
Dr. Jeff Duguay, LDWF Wild-
life Division, at:jduguay@wlf.
la.gov:or 225-765-2353.

The Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries is charged with manag-
ing and protecting Louisiana’s 
abundant natural resources. For 
more information, visit us at:www.
wlf.louisiana.gov:on Facebook 
at:www.facebook.com/ldwffb:or 
follow us on Twitter @LDWF.

MARYLAND
DNR Announces Blind 

Site Licensing Dates and 
Locations

Waterfowl hunters may apply 
to receive their blind site licenses 
for the 2014-2015 hunting season 
starting August 5. A lottery for the 
opportunity to choose blind sites 
will occur at the locations listed 
below. Dates and instructions are 
as follows:

August 5 from 7:30 to 8 a.m. at all 
locations listed below. Individuals 
arriving after 8 a.m. will not be 
eligible for the lottery drawing 
and will have to wait until all 
applicants have selected a site. 
The drawing will start at approxi-
mately 8:30 a.m. Once selected, 
applicants have eight minutes to 
select their blind sites; no more 
than two sites per applicant may 

be selected per day. Licensing will 
end at 4:30 p.m. and resume the 
following day.

August 6 from 10:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. licensing will be held at all 
DNR Service Centers and offices 
as listed. :

August 7 and thereafter, the 
centers will operate on normal 
business hours.

Each blind site license is as-
signed to a designated location in 
Maryland waters where hunters 
may anchor their boats to hunt 
waterfowl. Citizens must present a 
2013-2014 or 2014-2015 Maryland 
resident hunting license in order to 
participate in the blind site process 
(landowners or individuals with 
written permission of a landowner 
who desire to license their own 
property are exempt from this re-
quirement). Applicants must also 
present their Maryland driver’s 
license or other photo ID to verify 
identification and residency. The 
2014-2015 Maryland hunting li-
cense is now available at any DNR 
sport license agent, online at or by 
phone at 1-800-918-2870. Land-
owners who would like to license 
their own property should bring 
a copy of the property informa-
tion (available online), a tax map 
or other legible map showing the 
exact location of the shoreline to 
be licensed.

Preview maps of shoreline li-
censed by riparian landowners 
will be available on July 15 at the 
locations listed below. The maps 
will also be available online.

County Locations for Blind Site 
Licensing and Preview Maps

Anne Arundel County: Broad-
neck High School Cafeteria, 1265 
Green Holly Drive, Arnold. Pre-
view maps available at Tawes 
State Office Building, E-1, 580 
Taylor Ave., Annapolis.

Prince George’s County: Coun-
ty Administration Bldg. (Main 
Lobby, 1st Floor), 14741 Governor 
Oden Bowie Dr., Upper Marlboro. 
Preview maps available at County 
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Administration Building, Room 
L-15. On August 6, and thereafter, 
licenses for Anne Arundel and 
Prince George’s Counties will be 
issued at the Wildlife and Heritage 
Service office, Tawes State Office 
Bldg., E-1, Annapolis.

Calvert County: DNR Regional 
Service Center, 6904 Hallowing 
Lane, Prince Frederick. Preview 
maps available at same location.

Charles County: Myrtle Grove 
WMA Office, 5625 Myrtle Grove 
Road, LaPlata. Preview maps 
available at same location, call 
ahead to confirm office is staffed 
301-743-5161.

St. Mary’s County: Joseph D. 
Carter Bldg., Russell Conference 
Room, 2nd Floor, 23110 Leonard 
Hall Dr., Leonardtown. Preview 
maps available at St. Mary’s Coun-
ty Memorial Library, 23250 Hol-
lywood Road, Leonardtown. On 
August 6, and thereafter, licenses 
for Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s 
counties will be issued at the DNR 
Southern Regional Service Cen-
ter, 6904 Hallowing Lane, Prince 
Frederick.

Baltimore County: Sparrows 
Point High School, 7400 North 
Point Road, Baltimore. Preview 
maps available at the Natural Re-
sources Police Facility, 3738 Gwyn-
nbrook Avenue, Owings Mills.

Cecil County: Elkton High 
School, Auxiliary Gymnasium, 
110 James Street, Elkton. Preview 
maps available at the Cecil County 
Library, 301 Newark Ave., Elkton.

Harford County: Fallston Vol-
unteer Fire Department, meet-
ing room, 2201 Carrs Mill Road, 
Fallston (next to the Fallston High 
School). Preview maps available 
at the DNR Licensing and Regis-
tration Services, Bel Air Regional 
Service Center, 2 South Bond 
Street, Bel Air. On August 6, and 
thereafter, licenses for Baltimore, 
Cecil & Harford counties will be 
issued at the Bel Air Regional Ser-
vice Center, 2 S. Bond St., Bel Air.

Caroline County: Caroline 

County Public Library, 100 Mar-
ket Street, Denton. Preview maps 
available at same location.

Talbot County (new Licens-
ing location): BG Louis G. Smith 
Armory, 7111 Ocean Gateway, 
Easton. Preview maps available 
at the Easton Branch of Talbot 
County Library (across from 
courthouse), Easton. On August 
6, and thereafter, licenses for 
Caroline, Talbot, Kent and Queen 
Anne’s Counties will be issued at 
the Centreville Regional Service 
Center, 120 Broadway Ave., Room 
207, Centreville.

Dorchester County: LeCompte 
Wildlife Management Area, 4220 
Steele Neck Road, Vienna. Preview 
maps available at same location, 
call ahead to confirm office is 
staffed 410-376-3236.

Somerset County: Wellington 
Wildlife Management Area, 32733 
Dublin Road, Princess Anne. Pre-
view maps available at same loca-
tion, call ahead to confirm office is 
staffed 410-543-8223.

Wicomico County: Salisbury Re-
gional Wildlife Office, 201 Baptist 
St., #22, Salisbury. Preview maps 
available at same location.

Worcester County: Snow Hill 
Fire Dept., 4718 Snow Hill Road, 
Snow Hill. Preview maps avail-
able at Shad Landing State Park 
Camp Store: Off Rt. 113. On Au-
gust 6, and thereafter, licenses for 
Dorchester, Somerset, Wicomico 
and Worcester counties will be 
issued at the Salisbury Regional 
Service Center, 201 Baptist St., 
Suite 22, Salisbury.

MICHIGAN

Managed Waterfowl 
Hunt Area annual 

reports detail hunting 
season, habitat 

management, waterfowl 
counts

Annual reports for Michigan’s 
seven Wetland Wonders are now 
available on the Department of 
Natural Resources website. The 
reports detail 2013-2014 hunting 
season results, habitat manage-
ment activities and weekly wa-
terfowl counts at each area, along 
with information about other ac-
complishments. To find the annual 
reports, visit www.michigan.gov/
wetlandwonders, click on “The 7 
Wonders” tab and then the “Up-
dates and Counts” tab.

Michigan’s Wetland Wonders 
are the seven premier Managed 
Waterfowl Hunt Areas (MWHAs) 
in the state: Fennville Farm Unit 
at the Allegan State Game Area 
(Allegan County), Fish Point State 
Wildlife Area (Tuscola County), St. 
Clair Flats State Wildlife Area on 
Harsens Island (St. Clair County), 
Muskegon County Wastewater 
Facility (Muskegon County), Nay-
anquing Point State Wildlife Area 
(Bay County), Pointe Mouillee 
State Game Area (Monroe and 
Wayne counties) and Shiawassee 
River State Game Area (Saginaw 
County).

These areas, scattered across the 
southern Lower Peninsula, were 
created in the 1960s to provide 
exceptional waterfowl hunting 
opportunities and are still man-
aged today to provide waterfowl 
habitat for nesting and migration 
and for the benefit of other wet-
land-dependent wildlife. Since the 
beginning, these areas have been 
funded by hunting license fees and 
area use fees, but they are open for 
anyone to visit, use and enjoy most 
of the year.

The Wetland Wonders campaign 
is part of the Michigan Waterfowl 
Legacy (MWL), a 10-year, coop-
erative partnership to restore, 
conserve and celebrate Michigan’s 
waterfowl, wetland and waterfowl 
hunting community. The initia-
tive is a “call to action” to honor 
yesterday, engage today and build 
for tomorrow.

The Michigan Department of 
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Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

DNR seeks partners in 
new hunting and habitat 

program
The Department of Natural 

Resources is looking for partners 
in a new hunting and wildlife 
management program called the 
Grouse Enhanced Management 
System (GEMS), in which timber 
is intensively managed to improve 
ruffed grouse habitat and hunting 
opportunities. Seven GEMS are 
being formed in both the Upper 
Peninsula and northern Lower 
Peninsula for a fall 2014 hunting 
season debut.

GEMS will be managed primar-
ily for aspen and harvested on 
a shortened rotation. Normally 
aspen is cut every 60 years, but 
within the GEMS, aspen is in-
tended to be young and thick - the 
best habitat for grouse and wood-
cock - and will be cut about every 
40 years. Each GEMS area will 
contain gated roads, which will 
allow hunters to meander among 
different-aged aspen stands with-
out concern for vehicle traffic.

Each GEMS area will have a 
parking lot, an information station 
and signs, as well as local commu-
nity partners, and each will:

Provide unique, walk-in hunting 
opportunities.

Promote hunter recruitment and 
retention.

Expand local economies.
Accelerate timber harvest op-

portunities.
Groups or organizations inter-

ested in partnering with GEMS 
can contact Katie Keen at 231-
775-9727.

The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is committed 
to the conservation, protection, 
management, use and enjoyment 
of the state’s natural and cultural 
resources for current and future 
generations. For more informa-
tion, go to www.michigan.gov/
dnr.

MINNESOTA
Breeding duck numbers 

down, Canada goose 
population similar to last 

year
Along with another unusual 

spring and late ice-out, Minne-
sota’s breeding mallard popula-
tion counts are down slightly from 
last year while other species saw 
higher declines, according to the 
results of the annual Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
spring waterfowl surveys.:

This year’s mallard breeding 
population was estimated at 
257,000, which is 12 percent be-
low last year’s estimate of 293,000 
breeding mallards, 1 percent be-
low the recent 10-year average and 
13 percent above the long-term 
average.

The blue-winged teal population 
is 102,000 this year compared with 
144,000 in 2013 and remains 53 
percent below the long-term aver-
age of 215,000 blue-winged teal.

The combined populations of 
other ducks, such as ring-necked 
ducks, wood ducks, gadwalls, 
northern shovelers, canvasbacks 
and redheads was 116,000, which 
is 53 percent lower than last year 
and 35 percent below the long-
term average.

The estimated number of wet-
lands was 343,000, up 33 percent 
from last year, and 28 percent 
above the long-term average.

“While we’re seeing declines 
in this year’s counts, the survey 
results can be affected by weather 

and visibility of waterfowl from 
aircraft” said Steve Cordts, DNR 
waterfowl specialist. “Continental 
waterfowl population estimates 
will be released by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service later this 
summer and may provide a better 
indicator of what hunters could 
expect this fall.”

The same waterfowl survey has 
been conducted each year since 
1968 to provide an annual index 
of breeding duck abundance. The 
survey covers 40 percent of the 
state that includes much of the best 
remaining duck breeding habitat 
in Minnesota.

A DNR waterfowl biologist 
and pilot count all waterfowl and 
wetlands along established survey 
routes by flying low-level aerial 
surveys from a fixed-wing plane. 
The survey is timed to begin in 
early May to coincide with peak 
nesting activity of mallards. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
provides ground crews who also 
count waterfowl along some of the 
same survey routes. These data are 
then used to correct for birds not 
seen by the aerial crew.

CANADA GEESE
This year’s Canada goose popu-

lation was estimated at 244,000 
geese, which was similar to last 
year’s estimate of 250,000 geese. 
This does not include an addi-
tional estimated 17,500 breeding 
Canada geese in the Twin Cities 
metropolitan area.

“Although this year’s popula-
tion estimate is similar to last 
year’s estimate, goose production, 
or the number of goslings that 
hatch, will be better than last year” 
Cordts said. “This year’s colder 
than normal temperatures delayed 
some goose nesting, particularly in 
the northern portions of the state.”

The number of breeding Canada 
geese in the state is estimated via 
a helicopter survey of nesting 
Canada geese in April. The sur-
vey, which includes most of the 
state except for the Twin Cities 
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metropolitan area, counts Canada 
geese on randomly selected plots 
located in prairie, transition and 
forested areas.

“Although colder than normal, 
the lack of snowfall in April this 
spring allowed geese to begin 
nesting only about a week later 
than normal” Cordts said. “How-
ever, more nests were initiated this 
year than in spring of 2013, when 
snow remained on the ground in 
many parts of Minnesota well into 
May and goose production should 
be about average to slightly below 
average this year.”

The DNR will announce this 
fall’s waterfowl hunting regula-
tions later this summer. :See the 
Minnesota waterfowl report on-
line.

Ruffed grouse counts 
see increase, possibly 

signaling uptrend
Minnesota’s ruffed grouse 

spring drumming counts were 
significantly higher than last year 
across most of the bird’s range, 
according to a survey conducted 
by the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources.:

“Ruffed grouse drums increased 
34 percent from the previous year, 
with the increase happening in the 
northern part of the state” said 
Charlotte Roy, DNR grouse project 
leader. “This may signal the start 
of an upswing in the grouse cycle 
that since 2009 has been in the 
declining phase.”

The increase is consistent with 
changes typical of the 10-year 
grouse cycle. The most recent peak 
in drum counts occurred in 2009. 
The cycle is less pronounced in 
the more southern regions of the 
state, near the edge of the ruffed 
grouse range.

Drumming is a low sound pro-
duced by males as they beat their 
wings rapidly and in increasing 
frequency to signal the location of 
their territory. Drumming displays 

also attract females that are ready 
to begin nesting.

Compared to last year’s survey, 
2014 survey results for ruffed 
grouse indicated increases in the 
northeast survey region, which is 
the core of grouse range in Min-
nesota, from 0.9 drums per stop 
in 2013 to 1.3 in 2014. Drumming 
counts in the northwest increased 
from 0.7 drums per stop in 2013 
to 1.2 in 2014. Drumming counts 
did not increase in the central 
hardwoods or southeast, with an 
average of 0.8 and 0.3 drums per 
stop, respectively.

Ruffed grouse populations, 
which tend to rise and fall on a 
10-year cycle, are surveyed by 
counting the number of male 
ruffed grouse heard drumming 
on established routes throughout 
the state’s forested regions. This 
year observers recorded 1.1 drums 
per stop statewide. The averages 
during 2012 and 2013 were 1.0 and 
0.9, respectively. Counts vary from 
about 0.6 drums per stop during 
years of low grouse abundance 
to about 2.0 during years of high 
abundance.

Drumming counts are an indica-
tor of the ruffed grouse breeding 
population. The number of birds 
present during the fall hunting 
season also depends upon nesting 
success and chick survival during 
the spring and summer.

Minnesota frequently is the 
nation’s top ruffed grouse pro-
ducer. On average, 115,000 hunters 
harvest 545,000 ruffed grouse in 
Minnesota each year, also making 
it the state’s most popular game 
bird. During the peak years of 
1971 and 1989, hunters harvested 
more than 1 million ruffed grouse. 
Michigan and Wisconsin, which 
frequently field more hunters than 
Minnesota, round out the top three 
states in ruffed grouse harvest.

One reason for Minnesota’s 
status as a top grouse producer is 
an abundance of aspen and other 
ruffed grouse habitat, much of it 

located on county, state and na-
tional forests, where public hunt-
ing is allowed. An estimated 11.5 
million of the state’s 16.3 million 
acres of forest are grouse habitat.

For the past 65 years, DNR biolo-
gists have monitored ruffed grouse 
populations. This year,‚Ä®DNR 
staff and cooperators from 11 or-
ganizations surveyed 121 routes 
across the state.

Sharp-tailed grouse counts stay 
steady‚Ä®Statewide sharp-tailed 
grouse counts were higher in 2014 
than in 2013, Roy said, although 
changes were not significant at the 
regional level. Observers look for 
male sharptails displaying on tra-
ditional mating areas, called leks 
or dancing grounds. This year’s 
statewide average of 9.8 grouse 
counted per dancing ground was 
similar to the long-term average 
since 1980. The 2009 average of 
13.6 was as high as during any 
year since 1980. During the last 
25 years, the sharp-tailed grouse 
index has been as low as seven 
birds counted per dancing ground.

Overall, sharptail populations 
have declined in some areas as 
a result of habitat deterioration. 
In recent years, the DNR has in-
creased prescribed burning and 
shearing that keep trees from 
overtaking the open brush lands 
that sharp-tailed grouse need to 
thrive.: This habitat management 
is important for healthy sharp-
tailed grouse populations.

The DNR’s 2014 grouse survey 
report, which contains informa-
tion on ruffed grouse and sharp-
tailed grouse, will be available 
soon online.

Prairie chicken hunt 
lottery opens July 1

Starting July 1, hunters can enter 
a lottery for one of 126 permits 
available for the 2014 Minnesota 
prairie chicken season.:

Applications are available wher-
ever Minnesota Department of 
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Natural Resources hunting and 
fishing licenses are sold. The dead-
line is Friday, Aug. 15.

“Having a prairie chicken hunt 
raises awareness of this unique 
species and how heavily these 
birds rely on healthy prairies and 
grasslands” said Steve Merchant, 
DNR wildlife populations and 
regulations manager. “Having 
hunters take an interest in prai-
rie chickens is beneficial because 
prairie conservation and prairie 
chickens go hand in hand.”

The nine-day prairie chicken 
season, which will begin on Sat-
urday, Sept. 27, is open to Minne-
sota residents only. Hunters will 
be charged a $4 application fee 
and may apply individually or in 
groups up to four. Prairie chicken 
licenses cost $23. Apply at any 
DNR license agent; the DNR Li-
cense Center, 500 Lafayette Road, 
St. Paul; online or by telephone at 
888-665-4236. An additional fee is 
charged for Internet and phone 
orders.

The hunt will be conducted in 
11 prairie chicken quota areas 
in west-central Minnesota be-
tween St. Hilaire in the north and 
Breckenridge in the south. Up to 
20 percent of the permits in each 
area will be issued to landown-
ers or tenants of 40 acres or more 
of prairie or grassland property 
within the permit area for which 
they applied.

The season bag limit is two prai-
rie chickens per hunter. Licensed 
prairie chicken hunters will be al-
lowed to take sharp-tailed grouse 
while legally hunting prairie 
chickens.

Sharptails and prairie chickens 
are similar looking species. The 
general closure on taking sharp-
tailed grouse by small game hunt-
ers in this area is to protect prairie 
chickens. Licensed prairie chicken 
hunters who want to take sharp-
tails must meet all regulations and 
licensing requirements for taking 
sharp-tailed grouse.

In 2013, an estimated 96 prairie 
chickens were harvested, with 60 
percent of hunters taking at least 
one bird. Hunter success varies 
considerably from year-to-year, 
especially when poor weather 
prevents hunters from going out 
in the field.

“Prairie chickens need large 
tracts of native prairie and grass-
lands, but unfortunately prairie 
conservation is challenging” said 
Merchant. “That’s why the DNR 
has been a partner along with the 
Minnesota Prairie Chicken Soci-
ety, The Nature Conservancy and 
numerous others in developing 
and implementing the Minnesota 
Prairie Conservation Plan. This 
plan aims to protect Minnesota’s 
remaining native prairie, and re-
store and manage grasslands, and 
the prairie chicken should benefit 
as a result.”

For more information on the 
prairie chicken, search “prairie 
chicken” at the DNR’s rare species 
guide. Find more information on 
the Minnesota Prairie Conserva-
tion plan online.

MISSISSIPPI
Duck Breeding 

Populations Increase 
Again in 2014 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice and Canadian Wildlife Service 
recently completed their annual 
waterfowl population surveys 
on the breeding grounds in the 
northern United States and Ca-
nadian provinces. :These surveys 
monitor waterfowl populations 
and critical wetland habitats, 
which are used to help set hunt-
ing season frameworks. :Overall, 
North American breeding duck 
populations increased 8 percent 
from 2013 estimates to just over 
49 million birds. 

Population estimates for eight 
of the ten surveyed duck species 
increased this year. :Mallard num-

bers increased 5 percent from last 
year to 10.9 million birds. :Ameri-
can wigeon, gadwall, and green-
winged teal populations showed 
the greatest increases (18 percent, 
14 percent, and 13 percent, re-
spectively). :Scaup, redhead, and 
northern shoveler populations 
increased as well. :Northern pin-
tails (-3 percent) and canvasbacks 
(-13 percent) were the only species 
that demonstrated a decrease in 
numbers. :

:
The 2014 May pond count in-

creased 4 percent to 7.1 million 
ponds. :”Although wetland condi-
tions in the breeding grounds were 
good again this year, we are still 
experiencing a decline in grass-
land nesting habitat in both the 
United States and Canada, which 
is extremely important for nesting 
waterfowl” said James Callicutt, 
MDWFP Waterfowl Program 
Biologist. :Houston Havens, MD-
WFP Waterfowl Program Leader, 
commented, “Even with breed-
ing duck populations at record 
numbers, hunters in Mississippi 
need to remember that many fac-
tors contribute to whether or not 
these birds show up here in mass.” 
:Fall and winter weather, as well 
as wetland habitat conditions on 
the wintering grounds will play 
a major role in duck migrations, 
which will ultimately determine 
the success of Mississippi’s duck 
hunters.

For more information regard-
ing waterfowl in Mississippi, 
visit our website at:www.mdwfp.
com/waterfowl:or call us at (601) 
432-2199

MISSOURI
MDC urges pet owners 
in Columbia area to be 

watchful of coyotes
Photo by Noppadol Paothong, 

courtesy Missouri Department of 
Conservation.
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The Missouri Department of 

Conservation (MDC) says it’s 
important to be attentive to pets 
in areas where coyotes have been 
spotted or are known to live.

“This summer, the MDC region-
al office in Columbia has received 
a higher-than-average number 
of calls from citizens who have 
spotted coyotes in their neigh-
borhoods” said MDC Wildlife 
Regional Supervisor John George. 
“While it is not unusual, we would 
like to remind folks to be aware 
and practice vigilance with regard 
to their pets.”

Similar in looks to a German 
shepherd dog, coyotes prefer open 
country rather than dense forests. 
However, unlike many other kinds 
of wildlife, coyotes adapt particu-
larly well around human develop-
ment and will coexist with people 
in many places. These areas can 
include municipal parks and other 
urban green space, golf courses, 
cemeteries, suburban wooded 
common areas, and even within 
subdivisions themselves.

“Conflicts can sometimes oc-
cur between humans and these 
wild canines, particularly when it 
comes to small pets” George says. 
“Coyotes have been known, on 
occasion, to attack and kill small 
dogs and cats.”

However, George says having 
coyotes in your neighborhood or 
backyard is not necessarily cause 
for alarm. In fact, coyotes should 
be treated like any other animal 
that could potentially become a 
nuisance.

According to MDC Wildlife 
Damage Biologist Daryl Damron 
there are a few simple things 
people can do to help minimize 
potential conflicts with coyotes.

“Just remember food, fear and 
vigilance” Damron says.

First, people should make sure 
their yard or property has no 
food sources readily available to 
coyotes. If a coyote easily finds 
food someone has inadvertently 

provided, then they develop a 
dependency on these easy food 
sources. Damron suggests that dog 
and cat owners not leave pet food 
outside, to securely cover all trash 
cans, and to put out trash contain-
ers as close to pick up time as 
possible.‚Ä®Homeowners should 
also consider their bird feeders. 
According to Damron, coyotes are 
usually not interested in the bird 
food, but rather what is attracted 
to that food.

“Bird feeders attract rodents, 
especially squirrels, which in turn 
attract coyotes” Damron says. “Try 
and pull those feeders in at night 
to discourage other animals from 
feasting on the seed. Or, don’t feed 
birds in the summer months, as 
they have plenty of natural for-
age.”

Fear is another tool people can 
use to deter a coyote. If a coyote 
should approach or be seen in 
the yard, Damron suggest doing 
everything possible to make it feel 
unwelcome.

“Scream, make loud, threaten-
ing noises, throw rocks or spray 
your garden hose” Damron says. 
“Anything you can do to make 
the coyotes experience unpleas-
ant, the less likely it will return to 
your home.”

Finally, pet owners should ex-
ercise vigilance when it comes to 
their pet.

“Pet owners should not leave 
their pets outside unattended, es-
pecially during the hours of dusk, 
nighttime and dawn. These are the 
periods coyotes are most active” 
Damron says.

Many people enjoy their encoun-
ters with coyotes and, by taking a 
few common sense precautions, 
avoid the negative impacts coyotes 
might otherwise cause.

“Because they often feed on 
smaller animals including squir-
rels, rabbits, moles, and ground-
hogs, coyotes can be a very ben-
eficial neighbor” Damron says. 
“They help control these common 

nuisance critters.”
To learn more about coyotes visit 

mdc.mo.gov and search “coyote.” 
For a free brochure on dealing 
with nuisance coyotes, write to: 
Controlling Conflicts with Urban 
Coyotes in Missouri, PO Box 180, 
Jefferson City, MO 65102, or e-mail 
pubstaff@mdc.mo.gov.

MDC offers effective 
wingshooting workshop 
in Kirksville on August 

16

Please Credit “Courtesy Mis-
souri Department of Conserva-
tion”

Hunters have long been leaders 
in conservation, helping Missouri 
develop regulations, improve 
habitat and control wildlife popu-
lations. The Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) invites mi-
gratory and upland bird hunters 
to hone their skills at an effective 
wingshooting clinic starting at 10 
a.m. on Saturday, Aug. 16, at the 
MDC Northeast Regional Office 
in Kirksville. The workshop is free, 
but participants need to register 
by August 8.

Participants will learn about 
wounding rates in waterfowl, per-
formance differences of non-toxic 
vs. lead shot, how to select the best 
ammunition and choke for game 
birds and hunting conditions, gen-
eral information on the latest non-
toxic shotgun ammunition, and 
how to sharpen shotgun shooting 
skills including improving range 
and target distance estimation. 
Participants will also learn the lat-
est in shotgun patterning and how 
to pick the best load for your gun.

“This workshop is an excellent 
opportunity for hunters to learn 
how to use non-toxic shot effec-
tively and with confidence, which 
can save game birds and wildlife 
from lead poisoning, especially 
in wetland areas” said MDC Out-
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door Skills Specialist Rob Garver. 
“In addition to boosting your 
wingshooting performance and 
conservation results, the Effec-
tive Wingshooting for the Hunter 
workshop can help you save 
money on expenses--fewer wasted 
shells mean more money in your 
pocket!”

The workshop will also cover 
the characteristics of steel shot. 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
require the use of non-toxic steel 
shot on waterfowl hunting areas. 
It is also mandatory on many Con-
servation Department areas used 
for upland game bird hunting.

The course will demonstrate 
how steel can be just as effective 
as lead. Steel shot simply re-
quires greater shooting precision 
compared to lead because steel 
produces a smaller, more compact 
pattern.

“If you know how it acts and 
performs” said Garver, referring 
to steel shot, “you’re going to be a 
much better hunter.”

Participants should bring their 
hunting shotguns, choke tubes, 
and non-toxic ammunition if they 
wish to pattern their guns; eye 
and ear protection for use on a 
shooting range; a stool or chair; 
and a sack lunch and drink. Clay 
targets and non-toxic 12 and 20 
gauge practice ammunition will 
be provided.

This free workshop is open 
to adults age 18 or over. For 
more information or to register, 
send an e-mail to Robert.Garver@
mdc.mo.gov or call 660-785-2420.
‚Ä®The Northeast Regional Office 
is located just south of Kirksville 
on Highway 63.

For more information about 
this and other Discover Nature 
programs available in Northeast 
Missouri, visit mdc.mo.gov/re-
gions/northeast.

2014 dove, teal seasons 
set

Hunters of early-migrating 
gamebirds can mark their calen-
dars now. The Missouri Conserva-
tion Commission has approved 
the following early migratory bird 
hunting seasons and limits:

Mourning doves, Eurasian col-
lared doves, and white-winged 
doves: Sept. 1 through Nov. 9 (70 
days), with limits of 15 daily and 
45 in possession (combined total 
for all three species).Blue-winged 
teal, green-winged teal, and cin-
namon teal: The blue-winged teal 
(BWT) is the primary species har-
vested during this early hunting 
season. For this reason, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service bases 
teal hunting regulations on an 
annual survey of BWT numbers 
on the birds’ nesting grounds. 
Survey data are not available 
until mid-summer, so each year 
the Conservation Commission ap-
proves season dates contingent on 
survey results. If the BWT breed-
ing population index is below 
3.3 million, the season is closed. 
If the BWT breeding population 
index is at least 3.3 million but 
fewer than 4.7 million, this year’s 
season will be Sept. 6 through 14 
(nine days). If the BWT breeding 
population index is 4.7 million or 
greater, the season will be Sept. 6 
through 21 (16 days). If there is an 
early teal season, the limits will be 
six daily and 18 in possession.Sora 
and Virginia rails: Sept. 1 through 
Nov. 9 (70 days), with a daily limit 
of 25 and a possession limit of 75 
(combined total for both species).
Wilson’s (common) snipe: Sept. 1 
through Dec. 16 (107 days), with a 
daily limit of eight and a posses-
sion limit of 24.American wood-
cock: Oct. 15 through Nov. 28 (45 
days), with a daily limit of three 
and a possession limit of nine.

Additional details about early 
migratory bird hunting regula-
tions will be published in the 2014 
Migratory Bird Hunting Digest. 

The publication will be available 
from hunting permit vendors later 
this summer and online at www.
mdc.mo.gov.

Help quail and other 
wildlife by limiting 
recreational mowing

Photo by Noppadol Paothong, 
courtesy Missouri Department of 
Conservation.

Recreational mowing has devel-
oped into an annual spring and 
summer activity without much 
thought of the cost to wildlife 
populations.

Recreational mowing is the 
urge one gets after spring green 
up to hop on the tractor and 
cut everything, ensuring every 
uncropped acre is looking like a 
well-manicured golf course. The 
problem with this is that is coin-
cides with the peak nesting sea-
sons of the northern bobwhite, the 
wild turkey and many non-game 
upland nesting birds. It is also the 
same time that white-tailed deer 
and cottontail rabbits are bearing 
young. In southeast Missouri, 
the peak nesting season is May 1 
through July 15.

Recreational mowing promotes 
thick stands of annual grasses such 
as fescue, brome, and Johnson 
grass, which impedes the move-
ment of wildlife, reduces food sup-
plies and increases the chance of 
hypothermia on cool damp morn-
ings. Recreational mowing also 
increases predation opportunities, 
destroys nests, kills fawns and 
rabbits and reduces bare ground 
for dusting.:Recreational mowing 
creates a “dead zone” for wildlife.

Unfortunately for quail, people 
prefer mowed grass. Often mow-
ing is done for appearance or 
access. Some landowners like 
mowed paths to walk along while 
hunting. Others just see an un-
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mowed area as a sign of a poor 
farming practice, or they think 
summer mowing will help control 
woody sprouts. Actually, summer 
mowing only cuts off the top of the 
sprout, leaving sharp spikes for 
ATV and truck tires. In a year or 
two the sprouts will be right back.

Consider the following alterna-
tives, which benefit wildlife, be-
fore starting up the mower:

Don’t mow field edges.
If you must mow, try to delay 

any mowing until September, well 
after the nesting season.

Mow no shorter than one foot 
tall to provide adequate overhead 
cover for quail and turkey during 
the winter.

Mow once in the fall and once in 
early spring.

There’s no need for a 30-foot-
wide path if you only need a 
10-foot path to drive along.

Instead of mowing, create a long, 
linear food plot or native grass or 
clover and lespedeza mixed bor-
der around the edge of the field for 
easy travel for you and a depend-
able food source and brooding 
cover for quail and turkey.

Relocate your field road at least 
70 feet away from the “edge” of 
the field, because the “edge” is the 
most productive area for wildlife 
reproduction.

These practices help support the 
five essential cover-type needs of 
bobwhite quail: nesting, brooding, 
feeding, dusting and escape cover. 
Quail nests are frequently located 
within 50 feet of an edge, so these 
cover types must be in close 
proximity to each other. Bobwhite 
quail and other wildlife require a 
proper mix of early successional 
vegetation to form those habitat 
requirements. However, too much 
of any one of these components 
results in a deficiency in another 
and reduces the overall quality of 
the edge.

The next time you start up the 

mower, think twice before you 
create a “dead zone” on your farm. 
Mowing field edges will likely 
destroy some of your best habitat 
and create future management 
problems. Avoid the urge to mow 
whole fields or any mowing dur-
ing the nesting season. Remember, 
a considerable amount of quail 
nesting still occurs in August and 
September when most people be-
lieve it is alright to start mowing.

MU football player 
holding online auction 
for new duck blind at 

Eagle Bluffs CA
This content is archived
Photos
Mizzou Football Jersey

Please Credit “Courtesy Mis-
souri Department of Conserva-
tion”

Jim Burge loves football and 
duck hunting. In the fall, and 
when time allows, the University 
of Missouri (MU) senior defensive 
lineman (#91) can often be found 
at one of his favorite spots in the 
area: Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
Area.

Since January, Burge has been 
interning at the Missouri Depart-
ment of Conservation (MDC) 
Columbia regional office. A Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism major, 
Burge spent the 2012 spring se-
mester learning about MDC. As 
part of his semester internship, 
Burge has a project requirement 
to fulfill.

While enjoying an afternoon at 
Eagle Bluffs, it occurred to Burge it 
would be nice to have a duck blind 
for any hunter to use.

“I came up with the idea to con-
struct a duck blind for my semes-
ter internship project” Burge said. 
“I not only wanted to give back to 

the Conservation Department, but 
I want to enhance the duck hunt-
ing experience for other local duck 
hunters at Eagle Bluffs.”

Burge spoke with Eagle Bluffs 
Wildlife Biologist Vic Bogosian III 
about raising funds and building 
a duck blind in the area. Bogosian 
agreed a new duck blind would 
be a welcomed addition to Eagle 
Bluffs’ hunting program and ex-
pand the hunting opportunities 
in the area. Currently there are 
two ADA-accessible duck blinds 
available at Eagle Bluffs.

To raise the necessary funds to 
construct a new duck blind, Burge 
is to holding an online auction on 
eBay May 12: 20. He will be auc-
tioning three autographed official 
Missouri football game jerseys 
and three autographed footballs 
from the 2012 University of Mis-
souri football team. All proceeds 
are being donated to the Missouri 
Conservation Heritage Founda-
tion and will be dedicated to this 
specific project.

All items will be available for 
bid till noon on Sunday, May 20. 
To access the items, go to www.
ebay.com:and search for Mizzou 
football autographed jersey or 
autographed Mizzou football. All 
six item descriptions have the tag 
Blind for the Bluffs.

“I think Jim’s project is a good 
example of how invested our local 
community is in Eagle Bluffs, and 
not just duck hunters” Bogosian 
said. “Here we have a young man 
who is taking the initiative on his 
own to solicit funds for our wa-
terfowl program at Eagle Bluffs.”

Burge grew up duck hunting 
near his hometown of Houston, 
Texas. Upon arriving in Columbia, 
he was hoping to fit in some duck 
hunting between football practice 
and school. “I don’t have a lot 
of spare time, especially during 
football season” Burge said. “But, 
when I can find the time, I like to 
get to Eagle Bluffs Conservation 
area as much as possible.”
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Hunting on public lands was 
something new for Burge. “I grew 
up hunting private lands in Texas” 
he said. “I had never even thought 
about hunting on public lands till 
I came to MU. Since I’m not from 
around here, I wasn’t sure where I 
should go. Then, I was told about 
Eagle Bluffs. I was blown away 
by all the public hunting oppor-
tunities MDC provides, and Eagle 
Bluffs has definitely become my 
favorite.”

Burge says his semester with 
MDC has motivated him to work 
in conservation upon graduation 
in December 2012. “I would ulti-
mately love to go back to Texas 
and work with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife, or working for MDC 
would be pretty cool too” said 
Burge.

Eagle Bluffs conservation area is 
a 4,431-acre area located six miles 
southwest of Columbia on Route 
K. The area’s 17 wetland pools 
allow the flooding of 1,100 acres 
of moist soil marshes, emergent 
marshes, and crop fields. These 
marshes provide year-round habi-
tat for migrating and wintering 
birds and permanent wildlife, 
along with excellent wildlife view-
ing and hunting opportunities. For 
more information on Eagle Bluffs, 
visit mdc.mo.gov

NEBRASKA
Commissioners to 

Consider Waterfowl 
Amendments

The Nebraska Game and Parks 
Board of Commissioners will 
consider amendments to youth 
waterfowl and early teal season 
regulations when they meet July 
11 in Niobrara.

The meeting will begin at 8 a.m. 
at the Niobrara State Park group 
lodge, 89261 522 Ave.

The commissioners also will 
consider:

- increasing the cost of some non-
resident deer and turkey permits 
between 3 and 11 percent;

- adding language regarding 
the eligibility of fall youth turkey 
hunters that would copy the same 
requirements for spring youth 
turkey hunters. The new language 
states that youth must be age 15 
and under, and that youth age 
16 may hunt on youth fall turkey 
permits provided they are age 15 
when they apply and provided 
they are age 15 on the opening day 
of the season of the calendar year;

- passing a regulation that bans 
the possession or use of explosive 
or incendiary targets while target 
shooting on wildlife management 
areas.

Prescribed Burn 
Conference in Kearney 

on July 14
Learn burning techniques and 

hear success stories in land man-
agement at a prescribed burn 
conference July 14 in Kearney. The 
event is from 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
at the Holiday Inn.

This conference will bring land-
owners and fire professionals 
together to discuss the challenges 
and successes of prescribed burn-
ing. There will be presentations on: 
objectives and monitoring burn 
strategies, ranchers’ perspective 
and economics, complex burn lay-
outs, range health, and ecological 
objective of prescribed burning. 
The event will end with a social, 
banquet and speaker.

For more information or to 
register, visit OutdoorNebraska.
ne.gov/NebRxBurn or contact 
Harlan Grunden at 308-367-7479 
or hgrunden@curtis-ne.com.

Bobwhite Quail Initiative Habi-
tat Tour Scheduled

Landowners and other inter-

ested parties are invited to attend 
a tour highlighting habitat needs 
and management techniques for 
bobwhite quail and pollinators 
on June 11.

The event starts at 11 a.m. at the 
Alexandria Community Center on 
the east side of Nebraska Hwy. 53 
in Alexandria.

This event includes informa-
tion about the National Bobwhite 
Conservation Initiative, quail 
habitat needs, and management 
techniques to increase quail num-
bers. A tour of public and private 
land sites to show different habitat 
types and management techniques 
to improve quail habitat will fol-
low a free lunch.

The Bobwhite Quail Initiative 
is a joint effort of the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, 
Quail Forever, Pheasants Forever, 
Nebraska landowners, and re-
source and conservation partners 
aiming to increase the populations 
by creating and enhancing habitat 
in focus areas.

To register, call Kelsey Drey at 
402-471-1755 or Jake Holt at 402-
471-5413. The registration dead-
line is June 10.

NEVADA
Applications Due for 

Dove Hunt at Overton 
WMA

Opening day of the 2014 mourn-
ing dove season is still two months 
away, but those hunters who 
would like to spend opening day 
and the first weekend of the season 
at the Overton Wildlife Manage-
ment Area (OWMA) have only 
until July 9 to submit their reserva-
tion applications for those days. 

Applications must be received 
at the Nevada Department of 
Wildlife (NDOW) Headquarters 
Office in Reno, 1100 Valley Rd., 
Reno, NV 89512 no later than 5 
p.m., July 9, and must be delivered 


