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full recognition are recorded in 
AKC’s Foundation Stock Service® 
(FSS®). More information on the 
process can be found at akc.org.

Chairman’s Report  June 
2014

-- AKC’s True Fans --  

If you’re anything like my 
wife and I, it all started the day 
you brought that one dog into 
your life. For us, it was Caesar - 
our first Bullmastiff.  Since there 
was no Internet back then, we 
found him through the clas-
sifieds in our local paper. He 
was a great dog, just not a great 
Bullmastiff. But that didn’t mat-
ter to us. We loved him - and 
lost him much too early. But 
in that short time, he made us 
fall in love with the Bullmastiff 
breed. We researched the breed 
and breeders, learned about 
conformation events, attended 
dog shows, and began to collect 
that array of breed parapherna-
lia that somehow invades every 
corner of your home. I imagine 
many of you are wearing your 
breed on you somewhere right 
now – pins or jewelry or cloth-
ing or even, I would wager, 
some have a tattoo. In short, we, 
like you, became fans of a breed 
and fans of our sports.

I like being called a fan, 
don’t you? I like what it stands 
for, even though some people 
believe the idea of “fans” came 
from “fanatics” - a usually 
pejorative word. Actually, The 
Dickson Baseball Dictionary cites 
William Henry Nugent’s work 
asserting that “fan” was de-
rived from “the fancy,” a term 

from England referring to the 
enthusiasts of a specific hobby 
or sport – like dog shows. The 
word came into common usage 
in America in 1889, just five 
years after the launch of the 
American Kennel Club. Coin-
cidence? I think not.

It is an accepted fact in 
sports that your fans can have 
a demonstrable impact on per-
formance. In football, which 
allows 11 players on the field, 
the assemblage of fans in the 
stadium is collectively referred 
to as the “12th man.” A re-
searcher from Harvard Univer-
sity discovered that the home 
team achieved a tenth of a point 
advantage for every 10,000 fans 
in the stadium.

Imagine the advantage we 
could have for purebred dogs, 
for breeders, and for our sport 
with a much larger active fan 
base. We have already begun 
to do just that with Facebook. 

There are lots of numbers 
associated with Facebook, but 
the most important are those 
that identify your true fan base. 
There is a simple equation that 
does that: the number of “peo-
ple talking about this” divided 
by the total number of “likes” 
which is called “engagement.” 
According to experts, an accept-
able engagement rate, or true 
fans, is in the range of one to 
two percent.

Two baseball teams with 
very strong fan bases are the 
New York Yankees and the New 
York Mets. The Yankees have an 
engagement rate of 4% and the 
Mets have 6%. Both are doing 

better than acceptable in grow-
ing their fan base.

Apple, one of the world’s 
strongest and best-liked brands, 
is at 1.4%

HSUS is at 1.6% and ASPCA 
is at 4%.

The AKC’s engagement 
rate – the measurement of true 
fans – is an astounding 30%! 
The actual number of true fans 
is 535,000 – higher than any of 
those I just mentioned by a mul-
tiple. In fact, we have 16 times 
more true fans than HSUS.

You cannot manufacture a 
fan base. You cannot buy a fan 
base. You create it by telling 
stories about the many things 
that happen in our world, 
throughout the day, through-
out the years. Sometimes it is 
about winning, but mostly it is 
about unique, emotional expe-
riences that can only happen 
when dogs and people come 
together. Those stories are best 
when told by fans - people like 
you. As Napoleon said, “Ten 
people who speak make more 
noise than ten thousand who 
are silent.”

At the Delegates Meeting 
on Monday, Chris Walker pre-
sented an informative guide to 
utilizing social media to help 
your clubs. It will be posted 
on AKC.org. I’ll reiterate the 
conclusion of the presentation: 
We need you to talk - promote 
yourselves, promote your dogs 
and promote the sport of pure-
bred dogs. And educate people 
about responsible dog owner-
ship. Be proud of the love and 
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service you have given the 
sport over the years and nur-
ture new people into the sport.

In short, spread the truth.

There are people and or-
ganizations that don’t want 
the truth about the AKC to be 
known. Hate may attack it and 
ignorance may ridicule it, but 
in the end, the truth is irrefu-
table. While yawns, laughter, 
and germs are infectious, the 
most powerful infectious thing 
is spreading the truth.

As true fans, we will stay 
strong, stand up for dogs, and 
speak out for our values. And 
we won’t stop until every critic 
becomes a fan.

As always, your comments 
and suggestions are welcome at 
atk@akc.org.

S i n c e r e l y , 
A l a n  K a l t e r 
Chairman

Double the Fun! Tips on 
Adding a Second Dog to 

Your Home
Getting a dog is a major deci-

sion, and adding a second one to 
the mix brings a whole new set of 
considerations, from gender to size 
and everything in between.

Personality: Each dog is an 
individual with its own personal-
ity. Before adding a second dog 
to your home, you should have a 
clear understanding of your own 
four-legged friend’s personality 
and energy level.

Gender: While there is no set 

rule that a female dog will be a 
better friend for a male dog, if 
you have never had two dogs at 
the same time it is generally easier 
and often safer to have dogs of the 
opposite sex. Same-sex combina-
tions can be tricky to manage as 
dogs work out their dominance or 
pack order.

Age: Take your dog’s age into 
account when considering a second 
dog. If you have a senior dog, get-
ting a young, playful puppy might 
not be an ideal match. The older 
dog might find a rambunctious 
puppy too much to handle, espe-
cially if he has age-related issues.

Size: Keep size in mind. A very 
big dog and a toy dog would need 
plenty of supervision together to 
make sure the little guy doesn’t get 
hurt during playtime.

AKC To Acknowledge 
Titles Earned In North 
America Diving Dogs 

Events
The American Kennel Club® 

(AKC®) will now recognize titles 
earned by dogs competing in events 
sanctioned by North America Div-
ing Dogs (NADD), an independent 
governing body for canine dock 
diving. NADD offer two types of 
competition for all dogs -- distance 
jumping and air retrieve. 

“NADD events are an exciting 
activity that can be enjoyed by all 
purebreds and mixed breeds. The 
AKC is pleased to now be able to 
acknowledge the achievements of 
all dogs in this sport,” said Doug 
Ljungren, AKC Vice President of 
Sports and Events.

“North America Diving Dogs 
strives to promote the sport of ca-
nine dock diving in a setting that is 
convenient, safe and enjoyable for 
all dogs and owners,” said Debbie 
Markwardt, President of NADD. 
“We welcome all dog owners to try 
out dock diving. We know you’ll 
enjoy the camaraderie and fun!”

In the distance jumping com-
petition, there are two classes 
-- Open Class (any size dog wel-
come) and the Lap Class (for dogs 
under 16” at the withers). A divi-
sion title is earned by accumulating 
five qualifying jumps within one 
division. There are five divisions 
ranging from Novice to Elite. 
After earning the initial division 
title, dogs can earn Advanced and 
Excellent level titles by completing 
additional qualifying jumps.

In the Air Retrieve competi-
tion, a dog and handler team earns 
one qualifying grab towards a 
division title based on their lon-
gest grab in the Air Retrieve. Like 
distance jumping, a division title 
is earned by accumulating five 
qualifying grabs within one divi-
sion, and there are five divisions 
ranging from Novice to Elite. Ad-
ditional Advanced and Excellent 
titles can be earned with additional 
qualifying grabs. 

Rules  governing NADD 
events, the complete titling re-
quirements and information about 
how to sign up to host a NADD 
event can be found here. Specifics 
about the NADD/AKC titling pro-
gram and the AKC title application 
form can be found in the AKC Title 
Recognition Program section of the 
AKC website.
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News from the Enemy Camps & the Good Guys

National Shooting Sports 
Foundation Awards  

$60,000 in Scholarships 
25 Students Receive Awards in 

NSSF Voting Member Scholarship 
Contest 

Through its annual essay 
contest for employees of Voting 
Member companies and their 
family members, the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
has awarded $60,000 in schol-
arship funds to 25 students. 
NSSF is the trade association 
for the firearms and ammuni-
tion industry.

“These essays reminded us 
time and again what an excel-
lent grasp students have on 
issues affecting firearm owner-
ship in America and the future 
of target shooting and hunt-
ing,” said Bettyjane Swann, 
NSSF Director of Member Ser-
vices. “This scholarship pro-
gram allows NSSF to recognize 
its Voting Member companies 
for their extraordinary commit-
ment to their trade association.”

To earn one of the 25 schol-
arships offered, employees of 
NSSF Voting Member compa-
nies or their qualified family 
members submitted applica-
tions and essays on one of two 
topics--”Perception vs. Reality 
in the Gun Control Debate” 

and “How would you retain, 
expand and diversify participa-
tion among women, minorities, 
etc?”

Earning the Grand Prize 
$8,000 scholarship was Kath-
erine Lynn Hendrie, whose 
father is an employee at Rem-
ington Arms. Katherine, who 
earned the runner-up prize 
in last year ’s contest, is an 
aspiring teacher at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky, where she 
will begin her junior year this 
fall. Her winning essay on the 
topic of Perception vs. Reality 
focused on the importance of 
words and their meanings in 
the gun-control debate and on 
separating emotion from facts 
in that debate. “[Gun control 
advocates] abuse of the term 
‘common sense’ with respect to 
gun legislation is not common 
sense to everyone,” she wrote.

Taking the First Prize schol-
arship of $5,000 was Ian M. 
Murphy, whose father works 
at Sturm Ruger. Also writing 
on the Perception vs. Reality 
theme, Ian stressed the impor-
tance of providing facts about 
firearms issues directly to vot-
ers through targeted advertis-
ing and social media. Ian will 
be a freshman at the Oregon 
Institute of Technology. 

Earning the Second Prize 
scholarship of $3,000 was Me-
gan Marie Eubanks, whose fa-
ther works at Olin/ Winchester. 

Megan will be a sophomore at 
the University of Mississippi.

In addition to Remington, 
Sturm Ruger and Olin/Win-
chester, other NSSF Voting 
Member companies associated 
with scholarship winners are 
ATK, Fiocchi of America, Hodg-
don Powder, O.F. Mossberg, St. 
Marks Powder, Beretta, ODI/
Stag Outdoor Products and 
Smith & Wesson.

Twenty-two other students 
earned $2,000 scholarships. 
They are Kimber Lynn Pitt-
man, ATK; Kimberly Shannon 
Swafford, Fiocchi of Amer-
ica; Dillon Randall Pierson, 
ATK; Keith Thomas Reesor, 
Remington Arms; Christian 
Joi Curtis, Hodgdon Powder; 
Mubasshirabanu Nhora, O.F. 
Mossberg; Joe William Dunn, 
St. Marks Powder; Nathan 
Chase Kunz, ATK; Erika Louise 
Addison, ATK; Ricki Michele 
Burnett, ATK; Frederick Wil-
liam Stern, Beretta; Chad Wil-
liams Weeks, Olin/Winchester; 
Jamie Lynn Miglionico, ATK; 
Mark Austin Shaw, ODI/Stag 
Outdoor Products; Rachel Elise 
Papendick, Olin/Winchester; 
Michael C. Lepage, Smith & 
Wesson; Rachel M. Munford, 
ATK; Casey Alvin Thebeau, 
Olin/Winchester; Vanessa Lin 
Howlett, ATK; Christina Lynn 
Perniciaro, ATK; John Zach-
ary Pezzillo, Sturm Ruger; and 
Leah Christine Haas, St. Mark’s 
Powder.

NSSF makes the scholar-
ships available as a means of 
thanking its Voting Members 
for their substantial financial 
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support of NSSF and its mis-
sion to promote, protect and 
preserve hunting and the shoot-
ing sports.

Samantha Hughes, NSSF’s 
Member Services Coordinator, 
manages the Voting Member 
Scholarship Award Contest. 
“The quality of the writing and 
the attention to details in sup-
port of arguments seem to im-
prove every year,” said Hughes. 
“It makes all of us at NSSF feel 
good to see these students hon-
ored through the NSSF Voting 
Member Scholarship Program.”

NSSF’s Project ChildSafe 
Takes Second Annual 

S.A.F.E Summer 
into Communities 

Nationwide 
 Project ChildSafe, in part-

nership with the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF), announces the sec-
ond annual S.A.F.E Summer 
campaign, a part of Project 
ChildSafe’s ongoing program 
to emphasize the importance 
of responsible firearm storage 
-- particularly while children 
are home from school and more 
likely to be unattended.

Each month, Project Child-
Safe will recognize and spot-
light local leaders nationwide 
who are promoting safety and 
making a difference in their 
community as the program 
turns its national message 
into local action. The firearm 
industry is promoting safe and 
responsible ownership through 
its network -- reinforcing Proj-

ect ChildSafe’s overarching 
message, “Own it? Respect It. 
Secure it,” -- so that programs 
such as S.A.F.E. Summer serve 
as a reminder that proper fire-
arm storage is the #1 way to 
prevent firearm accidents, theft 
and misuse.

“Our mission is to make the 
mantra “Own it? Respect it. 
Secure it.” second nature when 
talking about firearm safety,” 
says Steve Sanetti, President 
of NSSF. “The S.A.F.E Summer 
initiative aims to emphasize the 
importance of safe and respon-
sible storage in communities 
across the country.”

“S.A.F.E.” serves as an ac-
ronym for Store your firearms 
responsibly when not in use; 
Be Aware of those around you 
who should not have unauthor-
ized access to guns; Focus on 
your responsibility as a firearm 
owner and Educate yourself 
and others about safe firearm 
handling and storage. The ef-
fort is focused on providing 
education and tools that helps 
gun owners take responsible 
action to keep their families and 
communities safer.

NSSF launched Project 
ChildSafe in 1999 (prior to 2003 
the program was called Project 
HomeSafe) as a nationwide 
initiative to promote firearms 
responsibility and provide 
safety education to all gun own-
ers. Through partnerships with 
more than 15,000 law enforce-
ment agencies, the program has 
provided more than 36 million 
free firearm safety kits to gun 
owners in all 50 states and five 

U.S. territories. That’s in addi-
tion to the more than 70 million 
free locking devices manufac-
turers have included with new 
firearms sold since 1998 and 
continue to do today.

Project ChildSafe was origi-
nally supported by federal 
grants provided by the U.S. 
Department of Justice. Since 
2008, when this funding was 
cut, the firearms manufactur-
ing industry has solely funded 
the Project ChildSafe program 
through the members of NSSF. 

NSSF Issues Report on 
Combined Spending 

by Hunters and Target 
Shooters

National Shooting Sports 
Foundation’s “Hunting in 
America” and “Target Shoot-
ing in America” reports reveal 
the broad impact that spending 
by hunters and target shooters 
have on America’s economy. 
Now, responding to demand 
for a combined report, NSSF 
has issued “Economic Impact 
of Hunting and Target Shooting 
in America,” showing, among 
other significant statistics, that 
spending by America’s sports-
men and women results in a 
total impact of $110 billion an-
nually to the U.S. economy.

“America’s hunters and 
target shooters create one gi-
ant economic engine whose 
hum can be felt throughout our 
country and by businesses of 
all sizes,” said Elizabeth Karas-
meighan, NSSF Director, Legis-
lative and Policy Research.
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The report contains some 
surprising findings and inter-
esting comparisons. The more 
than 866,000 jobs supported 
by hunting and target shoot-
ing would rank as the seventh 
largest employer in the world, 
ahead of IBM or McDonald’s. 
And the $48 billion in retail 
sales exceed those of Fortune 
100 Companies like Coca-Cola, 
Federal Express or Disney.

Given that taxes were on 
everyone’s mind recently, it’s 
notable that expenditures by 
hunters and target shooters 
result in combined state, local 
and federal taxes of more than 
$15 billion, an annual collec-
tion that would pay more than 
336,000 firefighters.

The report includes a state-
by-state breakdown of the eco-
nomic contributions from com-
bined hunting and target shoot-
ing activities. Leading the pack 
is Texas whose hunters and 
shooters generate $5.1 billion 
in economic activity, followed 
by Michigan and New York at 
$4.6 billion and Wisconsin at 
$4.2 billion. Even tiny Rhode 
Island’s economy benefits to the 
tune of more than $109 million.

“These impressive econom-
ic numbers show that the popu-
larity of target shooting and 
hunting are good for industry 
and good for America,” said 
NSSF President Steve Sanetti.

The “Economic Impact of 
Hunting and Target Shooting 
in America” report, as well as 
the individual “Hunting in 
America” and “Target Shooting 
in America” reports, are avail-

able at nssf.org/research.

“Hunting in America” was 
a joint effort of NSSF and the 
Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies. The findings in both 
reports are based on spending 
activity from 2011. 
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State News

‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved a budget in-
crease of $540,987 to be used for 
State Wildlife Grant projects. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Elected Ron Duncan of 
Springdale chairman of the Com-
mission. Emon Mahony of El Do-
rado was elected vice chairman. 
The meeting was the last for out-
going vice chairman Ty Patterson 
of Texarkana whose term expires 
this month. 

FLORIDA
Become a member of the 

Dove Club!
To me,:the best part about hunt-

ing is not harvesting game: but 
spending quality time outdoors 
with friends and family. One of 
the best ways to do that is through 
dove hunting, which is part of the 
reason why great dove hunts are 
in such high demand but often 
difficult to find.

Because of this, the FWC:created 
its Special-Opportunity Dove 
Club program. It offers hunters 
the chance of:experiencing excep-
tional dove hunting:on the state’s 
best public dove fields.

Dove Club permits enable one 
adult and one youth (age 15 or 
younger) to hunt all scheduled 
dates for the dove field of their 
choice. Permits cost $150 and en-
able both hunters to take a daily 
bag limit of birds. All hunts take 
place on Saturdays from noon 
until sunset. Scheduled hunt 
dates and number of hunts vary 
between fields.

Last year, 1,013 birds were har-
vested from six fields. This coming 
season, there will be the same six 
special-opportunity dove fields 
scattered throughout the state 
from which to choose.

ARKANSAS
Proposed early migratory 

bird seasons discussed
Commissioners with the Arkan-

sas Game and Fish Commission 
today discussed this year’s dove 
season, the unofficial opening of 
Arkansas’s fall hunting season, 
at its monthly meeting in Texar-
kana. ‚Ä®‚Ä®Early-season migra-
tory game-bird season selections 
must be reported to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service by Aug. 1. 
Approval for the early seasons 
will take place during the Com-
mission’s July meeting. Chang-
es from last season are minor. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Mourning Dove and Eur-
asian Collared Dove:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
6-Oct. 25 and Dec. 20-Jan. 8 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Teal Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 13-
28 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Rail Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
6-Nov. 14 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Woodcock 
S e a s o n : ‚ Ä ® : : : : N o v.  8 - D e c . 
2 2  ‚ Ä ® ‚ Ä ® C o m m o n  S n i p e 
Season:‚Ä®::::Nov. 1-Feb. 15 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Purple Gallinule and Com-
mon Moorhen Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 
1-Nov. 9 ‚Ä®‚Ä®Early Canada 
Goose Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 1-15 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Northwest Canada Goose 
Zone Season:‚Ä®::::Sept. 20-29 
‚Ä®‚Ä®In other business, the 
Commission: ‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved 
the AGFC budget for fiscal year 
2014-15, totaling $88,123,246. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Approved a budget 
increase of $200,000 to aid in 
the completion of the Lower 
Cache River Restoration Project. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®*Turned down a 23-acre 
future land donation offer after 
AGFC personnel determined that 
the property was not suitable for 
a wildlife or nature preserve. The 
property is located on Highway 
270 in Hot Spring County in a 
residential and agricultural area. 

Frog Pond North Public Small-
Game Hunting Area (PSGHA) in 
Miami-Dade County was again 
the top producer last year with 453 
birds taken. This year, the field will 
be expanded from 50 to 75 acres.

Koon Farm dove field in Lafay-
ette County last year had 114 birds 
harvested off its 40 acres. There 
will be 13 Dove Club permits 
available to hunt next season.

The dove field on Hilochee 
Wildlife Management Area in 
Lake County has 15 Dove Club 
permits available to hunt its 80 
acres. Hunters there last season 
took 59 doves.

Hunters harvested 80 birds from 
Allapattah Flats PSGHA in Martin 
County, east of Lake Okeechobee. 
Thirteen Dove Club permits are 
available for the 100-acre field.::::::

North Newberry PSGHA, in 
Alachua County, has 15 Dove Club 
permits on its 40 acres. That field 
produced 87 birds last year.

The remaining property, Cara-
velle Ranch in Putnam County, 
has three fields that total about 125 
acres with 30 Dove Club permits 
available. Last season, 220 doves 
were harvested there from just the 
six-day hunt.

Dove Club permits will be is-
sued by random drawing during 
Phase I. That application pe-
riod runs from 10 a.m. on July 18 
through July 28.

After obtaining the correct ap-
plication worksheet by going to 
MyFWC.com/License and click-
ing on “Limited Entry/Quota 
Hunts” you can apply for these 
season passes by filling out a 
single worksheet (with up to five 
dove field choices) and turning it 
in at any county tax collector’s of-
fice, license agent or by applying 
online at License.MyFWC.com. 
During Phase I, hunters may be 
awarded a permit for only one 
dove field.

You may check the drawing 
results after 10 a.m. on Aug. 1 
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by logging in to your customer 
account at License.MyFWC.com. 
Also, any applicant who provides 
an email address will be notified 
by the FWC if drawn. Those who 
are successful in getting drawn 
must pick up and pay for the Dove 
Club permit at any of the same 
places mentioned above or online 
by Aug. 11.

Brochures on each of these areas 
are available online at MyFWC.
com/Dove. Also at that Web ad-
dress, beginning in late September, 
hunters will be able to find the 
most up-to-date information on 
these six special-opportunity dove 
fields, as well as Florida’s other 
public dove fields. The website is 
updated every Thursday through-
out dove season. Information 
includes dove densities, previous 
weeks’ harvests and field condi-
tions.

So if you’d like to join the FWC’s 
Dove Club, you need to try to do 
so in July. Remember to introduce 
someone new to hunting when 
you can. As always, have fun, hunt 
safely and ethically, and we’ll see 
you in the woods!

ILLINOIS

IDNR Announces 
Schedule of Waterfowl 
Blind Site Drawings: 

Waterfowl hunters are encour-
aged to mark their calendars for 
upcoming waterfowl hunting 
blind site random drawings to 
be held at several public hunt-
ing areas in Illinois this summer. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Duck and goose hunters 
must register in person for water-
fowl blind site drawings and must 
be present at the drawing: held at 
each location designated below 
immediately after the registra-
tion period: to claim their blind 
sites.: Mail-in registrations are 
not accepted.: Blind allocations 
for these sites are good for one 

year. To participate in a drawing, 
applicants must present a 2013 or 
2014 Illinois hunting or sportsman 
combination license and a 2013 or 
2014 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl 
Stamp at the time they register, 
unless exempted by law.: Ap-
plicants must be at least 16 years 
old by the date of the drawing. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®Applicants needing to 
purchase new licenses and stamps 
should do so prior to the drawing.: 
Most blind drawing locations will 
not have license sales available.: 
Licenses and stamps are available 
at any DNR Direct license and 
permit vendor, through the IDNR 
website at www.dnr.illinois.gov, 
or by calling 1-888-6-PERMIT (1-
888-673-7648). ‚Ä®‚Ä®Registrants 
are no longer required to possess 
a valid Illinois Firearm Owner’s 
Identification (FOID) card from the 
Illinois State Police to participate 
in blind drawings. ‚Ä®‚Ä®Also, in 
order to be an eligible applicant for 
the drawing, the participant must 
not have his or her hunting privi-
leges suspended or revoked by the 
IDNR or any other jurisdiction at 
the time of the drawing.: Out-of-
state residents must have a 2013 or 
2014 non-resident hunting license 
for Illinois and a 2013 or 2014 Illi-
nois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp. 
‚Ä®‚Ä®The schedule for 2014 
blind drawings is listed below: 

IOWA
Pheasants, Forest, or 
Cleaner Water -- CRP 

Can Help
Whatever the goal -- bringing 

back pheasants, planting wood-
land for long-term profit or im-
proving water quality -- reopening 
signup June 9 for the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP) is great 
for landowners and farmers who 
want to protect environmentally 
sensitive land. 

“Other than a few weeks last 
winter, it’s the first opportunity 

for people to enroll in:Pheasant 
SAFE, a continuous CRP designed 
to bring pheasants and other 
grassland birds back by providing 
winter habitat” said Chuck Gipp, 
DNR director. 

Those interested in more per-
manent plantings can strategi-
cally plant trees to reduce flood 
damages, protect streambanks or 
provide future income. “The for-
est planted today provides future 
benefits including income, hunt-
ing opportunities and reduced 
erosion” according to Bruce Traut-
man, DNR deputy director.

Other eligible continuous prac-
tices can benefit water quality 
and include buffer or filter strips, 
wetlands and plantings to reduce 
erosion on highly erodible land.

Iowa had 45,000 acres available 
Monday under:Pheasant SAFE, a 
State Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment CRP. Other Continuous CRP 
programs are also available and 
may be a good match for landown-
ers whose General CRP contracts 
are expiring.

Contact a DNR wildlife biolo-
gist or forester to receive techni-
cal help and to learn more about 
matching your goals to available 
programs. Or, visit your local 
USDA office. Find more infor-
mation at www.iowadnr.gov/
Environment/LandStewardship/
WildlifeLandownerAssistance/
FinancialAssistance.aspx

Iowa Pheasants Faced 
Tough Winter, Wet 

Spring
Iowa’s unseasonably cold and 

snowy winter and wet spring is 
not likely to boost its pheasant 
population.

Pheasants typically show popu-
lation increases following mild 
winters with spring that are 
warmer and dryer than normal. 
Based on that weather model, the 
western third of Iowa has the best 
chance to see an uptick in pheas-



37
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September  2014                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

ants due to below average snow-
fall and less than eight inches of 
spring rain.

The weather model predicts the 
rest of the state to see either no 
population increase or fewer birds 
than last year. The nesting forecast 
will be updated by the August 
roadside survey, which is the best 
gauge of what pheasant hunters 
can expect to find in the fall.

Todd Bogenschutz, upland wild-
life biologist for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, said 
while the weather is not what up-
land bird hunters had hoped for, 
there is some progress on pheasant 
habitat. Landowners began enroll-
ing in continuous CRP on Monday.

“This is great news for Iowa’s 
new pheasant recovery continu-
ous CRP practice designed spe-
cifically to help recover pheasant 
numbers” Bogenschutz said. Iowa 
has 45,000 acres available on a first 
come, first served basis.

“There will not be a general CRP 
signup this year so this is an op-
tion that landowners with expiring 
general CRP should consider” he 
said.

Information on Iowa’s pheas-
ant recovery continuous CRP is 
available online at www.iowadnr.
gov/habitat. For more informa-
tion, contact:Todd Bogenschutz, 
Upland Wildlife Biologist, Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources, 
515-432-2823 ext 111.

KANSAS

AERIAL SURVEY 
SHOWS LESSER 

PRAIRIE CHICKEN 
NUMBERS INCREASE
Biologists emphasize the value 

of improved habitat
The 2014 lesser prairie chicken 

aerial survey showed a nearly 20 
percent increase in the species’ 
range-wide population, up from 

an estimated 18,747 birds in 2013 
to 22,415 this year. While wildlife 
biologists are encouraged by the 
increase, they note that prairie 
chicken numbers can fluctuate 
up and down from year to year, 
mainly due to grassland habitat 
conditions influenced by rainfall.

The range-wide increase was not 
evenly spread across the four habi-
tat regions distributed among five 
states‚ÄîColorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas. The 
mixed grass prairie region showed 
the biggest gain, a region that 
includes the northeast Texas Pan-
handle, northwestern Oklahoma 
and southcentral Kansas, where 
more rain produced better prai-
rie habitat. The sand sagebrush 
region in southwestern Kansas, 
southeastern Colorado and the 
northwestern Oklahoma pan-
handle, where persistent drought 
continues to take a toll, showed a 
significant population decline.

“Just as with last year’s popula-
tion decrease, we shouldn’t read 
too much into short-term fluctua-
tions over one or two years” said 
Bill Van Pelt, Western Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(WAFWA) grassland coordinator. 
“What these numbers show is the 
importance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part of 
the lesser prairie chicken’s range, 
allowing populations to respond 
to better conditions. This popu-
lation response underscores the 
importance of implementing the 
Lesser Prairie Chicken Range-
wide Conservation Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”

Companies, landowners, farm-
ers and ranchers that did not enroll 
by the federal listing deadline of 
May 12 can still enroll in the range-
wide plan and receive regulatory 
assurances their operations can 
continue under an accompanying 
Certificate of Participation. Partici-

pating companies pay enrollment 
fees, allowing them to continue oil 
and gas production under certain 
restrictions, while providing funds 
to conserve prairie chicken habitat. 
As of early June, 160 oil, gas, wind, 
electric and pipeline companies 
had enrolled approximately 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 million 
for habitat conservation over the 
next three years. Enrollment fees 
are deposited with WAFWA and 
administered to fund conservation 
efforts by private landowners to 
benefit the lesser prairie chicken 
in the five-state region.

West Ecosystems, Inc. of Lara-
mie, Wyo., is the contractor con-
ducting the lesser prairie chicken 
aerial survey effort. Begun in 2012, 
it is the first large-scale, helicopter-
based survey to locate lesser prai-
rie chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range. 
The survey results are then used 
to estimate the population. The 
survey is a collaborative effort 
involving WAFWA’s Lesser Prairie 
Chicken Interstate Working Group 
and is funded through industry 
enrollment fees, state wildlife 
agencies, and the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management.

Organized in 1922, the WAFWA 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, spanning from Alaska 
to Texas and Saskatchewan to 
Hawaii - an area covering nearly 
3.7 million square miles of some 
of North America’s most wild and 
scenic country, inhabited by over 
1500 premier wildlife species.

More information, including the 
range-wide plan, is available on 
the WAFWA website at http://
www.wafwa.org/.
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KANSAS WILDLIFE, 
PARKS AND TOURISM 

COMMISSION 
SETS EARLY DUCK 

SEASONS
Commission considers regula-

tions governing public lands, big 
game permits, and prairie chicken 
hunting

At the workshop session of 
the Kansas Wildlife, Parks and 
Tourism Commission meeting in 
Pittsburg June 19, commissioners 
workshopped items for future po-
tential regulatory action, including 
state park regulations, 2015 turkey 
hunting regulations, late migra-
tory bird seasons, and recommen-
dations from the Threatened and 
Endangered (T&E) Species Task 
Committee.

The T&E Task Committee rec-
ommendations are part of a regu-
lar five-year review of species on 
the state T&E and Species In Need 
of Conservation (SINC) lists. The 
task committee reviews the status 
of species on the lists and consid-
ers comments from petitioners, 
expert panels, scientific litera-
ture, as well as distribution and 
survey data. Recommendations 
from the current review included 
delisting three endangered spe-
cies; the Eskimo curlew, black-
capped vireo, and many-ribbed 
salamander. The task committee 
determined that none of these 
species are a viable component of 
the state’s fauna. The committee 
recommended downlisting six 
species from threatened to SINC, 
including the chestnut lamprey, 
silverband shiner, spring peeper, 
smooth earth snake, and longnose 
snake. The recommendations also 
include adding the northern long-
eared bat to the SINC list.

While the task committee was 
petitioned to downlist the redbelly 
snake from threatened to SINC, 
it recommended leaving it at the 
current status. However, instead of 
following the T&E Task Commit-

tee’s recommendations, Kansas 
Department of Wildlife, Parks 
and Tourism (KDWPT) Secretary 
Robin Jennison told commission-
ers that the department would 
recommend the redbelly snake 
be downlisted from threatened to 
SINC. Jennison explained that this 
decision was made to help ensure 
public support for conservation 
of T&E species remained strong.

“This recommendation encom-
passes the department’s attempt to 
balance the need for conservation 
and action identified in the expert 
review by our T&E Task Com-
mittee with social and economic 
concerns within the redbelly 
snake’s range” Jennison said. “The 
department will use the authority 
already set out in regulation to 
establish a recovery plan for the 
redbelly snake as a SINC species.”

The final T&E/SINC recom-
mendations will be voted on at 
the KDWPT Commission meeting 
in October.

In the public hearing portion 
of the meeting, the commission 
voted on public land regulations, 
deer season dates on Ft. Riley, and 
approved a recommendation that 
would allow hunters to hunt on 
the same day they purchase a big 
game or turkey permit. Currently, 
big game and turkey permits 
aren’t valid until the next calendar 
day after purchase.

KDWPT staff presented U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service frame-
works and recommendations for 
the 2014 early teal season. Com-
missioners approved a 16-day 
season in the Low Plains Zone 
(east of Hwy 283), Sept. 13-28, 
2014, and a 9-day season for the 
High Plains Zone (west of Hwy 
283), Sept. 20-28, 2014.

The last public hearing item 
presented to the commission was 
necessary because of the recent ad-
dition of the lesser prairie chicken 
to the federal Threatened Species 
List. Commissioners heard and 
approved recommendations to ad-

just the Southwest Prairie Chicken 
Zone and close the zone to prairie 
chicken hunting.

Finally, Governor Sam Brown-
back has reappointed Commis-
sioner Gerald Lauber to another 
four-year term. Commissioner 
Robert Wilson’s term will expire 
July 1, but he will serve until a 
replacement is named.

The next commission meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, August 
21, 2014 at the Kansas Wetlands 
Education Center, 592 NE K157 
Hwy, Great Bend.

KENTUCKY
Donation from League 
of Kentucky Sportsmen 

will improve grouse, 
small game habitat 

A generous donation of two 
pieces of equipment from the 
League of Kentucky Sportsmen 
to the Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources will 
produce better upland and small 
game hunting in the future.

The League of Kentucky Sports-
men donated $142,000 for two 
front-end loaders equipped with 
tree shears for improving habitat 
for species such as grouse.

“The League of Kentucky Sports-
men always has been focused on 
wildlife conservation and the de-
velopment of habitat” said Mark 
Nethery, immediate past president 
of the League of Kentucky Sports-
men. “This seemed a natural pro-
gression.”

The shears allow for cutting 
smaller trees to create open spaces 
in forested habitat. This benefits 
upland species such as grouse 
and quail, as well as small game 
species such as cottontail rabbits.

“This generous donation from 
the League of Kentucky Sports-
men will enable us to greatly 
enhance our forest management 
activities” said Karen Waldrop, di-
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rector of wildlife for Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife. “This equipment will 
improve grouse habitat and other 
wildlife habitat across the state.”

The League of Kentucky Sports-
men presented a check to the 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission at its quarterly meeting 
earlier this month.

“We see this donation further 
solidifying the relationship be-
tween the League of Kentucky 
Sportsmen and the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources” Nethery said. “The 
wildlife and sportsmen of Ken-
tucky are the beneficiaries of this 
continuing relationship.”

Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife Commission 

proposes early migratory 
bird seasons 

FRANKFORT, Ky.: The Ken-
tucky Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission today recommended 
2014-2015 early migratory bird 
season dates and a lengthening 
of the dove seasons. All recom-
mendations must be approved by 
legislators before they become law.

Proposed early migratory bird 
seasons for 2014-2015 include: 

Mourning Dove
Sept. 1: Oct. 26; Nov. 27: Dec. 7; 
Dec. 20, 2014: Jan. 11, 2015
September Canada Goose
Sept. 1: 15
Wood Duck and Teal
Sept. 17: 21
American Woodcock
Nov. 1: Dec. 15
Virginia and Sora Rail, Common 

Moorhen and Purple Gallinule
Sept. 1: Nov. 9
Common Snipe
Sept. 17: Oct. 26; Nov. 27, 2014: 

Feb. 1, 2015

Sandhill Crane
Dec. 13, 2014: Jan. 11, 2015

Other recommendations ap-
proved by commissioners at their 
quarterly meeting today included: 
An additional 20 days of dove sea-
son for 2014-2015; daily bag limit 
for the September Canada goose 
season increased from three to five 
birds; and daily bag limit for teal 
increased from four to six birds 
during the combined wood duck 
and teal season.

In other wildlife-related busi-
ness, the commission proposed 
several changes for the 2015 wild 
turkey seasons. These include al-
lowing hunters to use .410-gauge 
shotguns during any open turkey 
season, a smaller gauge that is 
friendlier for youth than is cur-
rently allowed. 

Commission members also vot-
ed to allow archery and crossbow 
hunters to take four bird fall tur-
key season bag limit during any 
fall season for turkeys, beginning 
in 2015. Currently, archery and 
crossbow turkey hunters must 
take two of their four bird fall 
season bag limit during the fall 
firearm turkey season.

In trapping-related business, 
the commission recommended 
removing the 10-foot spacing 
requirement for traps on private 
land. The 10-foot spacing require-
ment remains on public land.

They also recommended restrict-
ing the use of body-gripping traps 
on lands owned or managed by 
Kentucky Fish and Wildlife to 
110-type traps for land sets. They 
also proposed establishing a stan-
dard means of registering trappers 
on wildlife management areas 
(WMAs) to avoid user conflicts. 
Trappers are exempt from hunter 
orange clothing requirements.

Upon receipt of the tag, CITES 
tags must be immediately attached 
to bobcats or river otters. These 
two species must be telechecked 

before leaving Kentucky. These 
regulations begin in March 2015.

For the fall 2014 seasons, the 
new 804-acre Sinking Valley WMA 
in eastern Pulaski County will 
be open under statewide regula-
tions for all hunting and trapping 
seasons except for deer. For deer, 
the WMA will be open for youth 
firearms, bow and crossbow sea-
sons only. 

In boating and fishing-related 
business, the commission pro-
posed lifting the 10-horsepower 
boat motor limit at Beaver Lake 
in Anderson County, Kincaid Lake 
in Pendleton County, Elmer Davis 
Lake in Owen County, Shanty 
Hollow Lake in Warren County, 
Corinth, Bullock Pen and Boltz 
lakes in Grant County, and Swan 
Lake in Ballard County. Boats 
must be 22 feet or less; those mo-
tors larger than 10 horsepower will 
have to operate at idle speed only. 
Boats with motors 10 horsepower 
and under may be operated at any 
speed on these lakes. This regula-
tion will go into effect in October 
2014. 

Finally, the commission voted 
to prohibit the harvest of alligator 
gar statewide, including by bow-
fishing. The department will also 
implement a free online paddlefish 
harvest permit system in order to 
gauge the population status of this 
species. These regulations will go 
into effect March 1, 2015.

 The next Kentucky Fish 
and Wildlife Commission meeting 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. Friday, 
Aug. 15, 2014. Meetings are held 
in the Arnold Mitchell Building, 
located at 1 Sportsman’s Lane in 
Frankfort. 


