
20
We are the largest read hunting/dog magazine

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September 2014                                                     Now in our Twenty Third year                                              www.Bdarn.com

Head start puppies
Scientific studies do not uni-

versally support the statement 
that extra stimulation during 
development is beneficial. It 
may be that the stimulation 
required for maximal develop-
ment is what any youngster 
would receive in an average 
household. However, none 
of the research suggests that 
providing enrichment during 
development can harm a young 
animal. At worst, benefits may 
wash out as the animal matures.

If breeders want their pup-
pies to be all they can be, they 
should ensure that their pups 
have the opportunity for good 
brain development in the early 

puppies develop into quality 
companions.

The breeder of those Aus-
tralian Shepherd puppies was 
certainly improving the odds 
that his puppies would develop 
big, healthy brains. As mature 
dogs, his pups may have fared 
no better as intellectual giants 
than a litter of pups raised 
in a barn stall, but they were 
certainly Einsteins as babies. 
He was determined to give his 
puppies’ brains the best pos-
sible head start in life!

critical weeks of life. Rear the 
pups in enriched environments, 
with plenty to stimulate their 
motor, sensory and cognitive 
abilities. Handling is a must, 
ideally with many different 
people as the puppy develops. 
Exposure to moderately stress-
ful events, such as removing the 
pup from the whelping box and 
placing it on a cold, slippery 
weigh scale for a short period 
of time each day, can actually 
improve the pup’s ability to 
deal with later stressors. Most 
important, because develop-
ment continues long after the 
puppies are with their new 
families, educate owners on 
the importance of ongoing so-
cialization, to ensure that the 
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Training

Mastering the Blind Retrieve 
Part:3

By David Krassler
www.citarikennels.com

Well, so far we have been 
focusing our spaniel on the 
two pieces of the puzzle that 
is required to construct a blind 
retrieve. “Lining and Casting”, 
this month we will start to put 
the two pieces of the puzzle 
together. Hopefully you have 
developed good attitude on the 
lining and casting drills. Your 
spaniel now is kicking up some 
dirt when they are sent on the 
“BACK” command.

Before I begin this month’s 
lesson, let’s do a quick review 
of what our spaniels have 
learned. They now can perform 
the three-hand casting drills 
“COLD”, with a 95 percent suc-
cess rate. We expect the same 
in the lining drills during the” 
pattern blinds”. Additional they 
are also capable of running a se-
lected line “cold” with the same 
success rate. It will be nearly 
impossible to get a consistent 
100 percent success rate on all 
drills every day. There are too 
many environmental issues in 
these exercises.

So now it is time to put 
things together and move for-
ward to the next level of train-
ing. Let’s get right to the fun 
part of schooling the blind re-

trieve! We are going to use the 
same area that we previously 
used for teaching the eight 
legged pattern blinds. We want 
to have the pattern blind set 
up exactly as it was when you 
were introducing the spaniel to 
lining. Set out your dummies 
ahead of time, because we are 
going to start this new drill 
COLD.

Choose a line to run with 
the proper wind direction that 
will assist your spaniel in be-
ing successful. Additional I 
would also choose the longer 
line of 100 yards to the dummy 
pile. Line up your spaniel and 
send them for a retrieve at the 
dummy pile. Line them again 
and send them back to the 
same pile. When the spaniel is 
approximately half way to the 
pile, stop them with your re-
triever whistle. Naturally they 
should immediately turn and 
“HUP” facing you. Set yourself 
in the Prayer position, count to 
three, and cast them with hand 
signal and a verbal “BACK” 
command.

We want our spaniel to 
understand from the onsite 
that they occasionally will be 
stopped while taking an initial 

line. My recommendation is to 
stop the spaniel on one out of 
every four casts. Most will stop 
and take the ‘BACK” command 
without losing stride. However, 
there are some that will just sit 
there and refuse to cast back 
to the pile. In this case, simply 
move up as close as you need 
to your spaniel. Give another 
BACK cast. Often this reinforce-
ment through proximity will 
be enough to encourage your 
student to go BACK! For oth-
ers you may need to throw a 
dummy to the pile to convince 
them to continue on their line 
for a retrieve.

Now a word of caution be 
careful that you do not stop 
your spaniel too often while 
running pattern blinds. This 
WILL cause the spaniel to be-
gin popping. What do you say 
is POPPING?? This is when a 
spaniel will start to automati-
cally stop while in route to a 
dummy pile turn to the trainer 
and look for direction for which 
way to go. Dogs that pop will 
do this without any whistle 
command and will lose their 
intensity as the run to the pile 
of dummies! This is a highly 
undesirable trait and is penal-
ized in most field events.

“POPPING” has two com-
mon causes. First occurs when 
the dog is stopped to often on 
running their initial lines. The 
spaniel will start to anticipate 
the whistle command to stop 
before it happens beating you 
to whistle so to say. This will 
cause them to loose there inten-
sity and attitude on taking and 
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running the initial line. The sec-
ond cause for popping occurs 
when the spaniel is stopping 
and cast with left or right overs 
to often as well. The trainer has 
failed to give the dog enough 
independence to hunt their 
birds. This makes the spaniel 
stop and look for direction or 
(reaffirming) with the trainer 
while questing for game. In 
either case, the spaniel is out of 
balance and has lost their inde-
pendence and will not hunt for 
the bird through the sent cone.

This highly undesirable we 
want a balanced dog that will 
take direction only when needed 
but still has the strong desire to 
please and seek game indepen-
dently. We want to continue the 
drill through all of the other legs 
on the wagon wheel. Stop your 
student at random distances 
while taking the initial line. 
Teach the spaniel to stop and 
face you in all different wind 
directions. Be sure to continue 
driving the dog all the way to the 
same dummy pile several times 
to maintain good solid attitude 
on running the initial line. Once 
this is learned, you will transi-
tion to a related advancing drill.

Line the spaniel to a 100 
yard pile, using the same initial 
line throughout our session. 
Stop the spaniel at 60 yards out, 
and give them a left or right 
handed cast to a pile adjacent 
to the initial line. We now want 
them to make a retrieve from 
the adjacent pile of dummies. 
Like all drills, it is best to use 
the wind to your advantage in 
the beginning stages of this new 

drill. There noise will help to 
SUCK them to the pile of dum-
mies for the retrieve. Continue 
to drill this in every different 
wind direction so they gain in 
confidence on your cast. Mix 
it up cast your left and right 
OVERS, HUP and BACK com-
mands as well as driving them 
straight through to the pile 
without being handled.

Again keep this important 
factor in mind only stop your 
spaniel for a cast once out of 
every four times you send them 
on their initial line. You should 
be sending them straight on 
through to pile more than you 
are stopping them for a han-
dling cast. Remember when 
they freeze up and refuse to 
take a cast. Simply move up 
to help them understand what 
you are asking them to do. Re-
member we are teaching them 
to leave their initial line and 
take an Over cast until they find 
the blind bird. You can even mix 
it up and use a 60 yard line as 
the initial line, stop them half 
way, cast them over to a 100 
yard line stop them again then 
send them on a Back command 
to the pile of dummies.

However you maintain and 
teach them that the initial line 
is the most productive line to 
take for making the retrieve on 
a blind.  Again drill this more 
often than stopping and cast-
ing them.  Remember we are 
only going to handle them on 
blinds when. They drift too far 
off the initial line, or to keep 
them on the proper downwind 
side of the fallen bird so they 

can locate the sent cone to suck 
them into the retrieve.  We are 
getting very close to running 
Cold blinds. Keep in mind while 
teaching this part of handling, 
be cautious and don’t be too 
harsh on your reprimands. This 
will cause them to freeze up in 
the fear of making a mistake.  
You will see a lot of “no goes” 
and” cast refusals” during this 
schooling. Be patient and con-
tinue to move up and show 
them what you are asking them 
to do. Many time I have thrown 
a dummy to the pile to get them 
to go in the direction that I got a 
“cast refusal”.  Remember even 
though this is a difficult training 
concept. It still must be fun both 
of you and your spaniel! Next 
month the real deal cold blind.
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News from the Non-profits

DUCKS UNLIMITED
Bill to increase duck 
stamp price passes 

House Natural 
Resources Committee

 Ducks Unlimited officials 
praised the House of Repre-
sentatives Natural Resources 
Committee’s passage by voice 
vote Wednesday of the Federal 
Duck Stamp Act of 2014. The 
measure is now headed to the 
House floor for consideration.

The Federal Duck Stamp 
Act of 2014, a bill introduced in 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and the U.S. Senate would 
raise the price of the Federal 
Migratory Bird Hunting and 
Conservation Stamp (duck 
stamp) to $25 from its cur-
rent level of $15 and dedicate 
the amount of the increase to 
conservation easements with 
private landowners.

“Ducks Unlimited appre-
ciates the support of House 
Natural Resources Commit-
tee Chairman Doc Hastings 
(R-Washington) and Ranking 
Democrat Peter DeFazio (D-
Oregon) in moving quickly to 
report HR 5069 to the House 
floor,” said Ducks Unlimited 
CEO Dale Hall. “We also appre-
ciate the leadership of Subcom-
mittee Chairman John Fleming 
(R-Louisiana) and the bipar-
tisan co-sponsors in bringing 
the bill to the Committee for 

consideration. The price of the 
duck stamp was last adjusted 
23 years ago. Since then, the 
price of land has tripled and 
conservation buying power 
has diminished greatly. Once 
again, sportsmen and women 
are willing to lead in funding 
conservation that benefits all of 
our citizens.”

Since its enactment in 1934, 
the federal duck stamp pro-
gram has protected nearly 6 
million acres of habitat through 
expenditures of more than $900 
million. The price of the duck 
stamp has been raised only sev-
en times. The last price increase 
raised the price of the stamp 
to $15 — the single longest 
period without a price increase 
in the program’s history. The 
Congressional Budget Office 
found that because the federal 
duck stamp is a user fee, such 
a price increase would have no 
net impact on federal spending.

Sponsored by Chairman 
Fleming, HR 5069 is originally 
co-sponsored in the House 
by Congressmen Ron Kind 
(D-Wisconsin), Jason Smith 
(R-Missouri) and Rob Wittman 
(R-Virginia).

M e d i a  C o n t a c t : 
G r e g g  P o w e r s 
( 9 0 1 )  7 5 8 - 3 7 7 4 
gpowers@ducks.org

 

New Farm Bill 
implementation ongoing

The 2014 Farm Bill passed in 
February, and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) 
is beginning to roll out new 
conservation programs and 
initiatives. The bill provides 
$28 billion over the next five 
years for conservation on pri-
vate lands while streamlining 
several old programs and creat-
ing new ones like the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Pro-
gram (RCPP). The RCPP will 
provide $400 million in FY15 
for multi-year partnership 
agreements with universities, 
organizations, corporations or 
local governments for local or 
regional conservation projects 
across the U.S. The RCPP en-
courages leveraging resources 
among local, state, federal and 
non-federal partners. The RCPP 
must commit 35 percent of its 
funding to projects in eight 
critical conservation areas, 
recalculated every five years, 
many of which are areas where 
Ducks Unlimited focuses its 
conservation efforts. The Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) will select the 
RCPP’s projects based on appli-
cations submitted. The NRCS 
is accepting pre-proposal ap-
plications and for selected pre-
proposals, will accept complete 
proposals in the fall. Landown-
ers and producers may also 
apply for similar agreements 
through local USDA offices. 
 
Changes are also underway to 
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longstanding programs like the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). The 2014 Farm Bill will 
decrease the number of CRP 
acres eligible for enrollment 
from 27.5 million acres in 2014 
to 24 million acres by 2017. This 
reduced cap is concerning for 
DU and its partners since CRP 
provides critical habitat for wa-
terfowl and other wildlife. CRP 
continuous sign-up, where all 
land that meets certain require-
ments is eligible for enrollment 
on a rolling basis began June 
9. Despite anticipated CRP 
loss, we must also explore and 
develop new ways to incen-
tivize and modernize habitat 
conservation during periods 
of high commodity prices.  
 
As implementation occurs, 
DU continues to work with 
its partners and the USDA on 
developing new rules for other 
conservation provisions in the 
2014 Farm Bill. This includes 
wetland conservation compli-
ance and native prairie (Sod-
saver) conservation provisions 
linked to federal crop insurance.  
 
The Farm Bill provides the 
greatest impact to private lands 
conservation and is critical to 
fulfilling DU’s mission.  We 
continue to work with our ag-
ricultural and agency partners 
to ensure these programs are 
successful.  

House subcommittee 
approves 

NAWCA funding
Ducks Unlimited (DU) ap-

preciates the funding of more 
than $34 million for the North 
American Wetlands Conserva-
tion Act (NAWCA) provided 
by the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Interior, En-
vironment and Related Agen-
cies in their bill. The approval 
maintains funding levels on par 
with FY14. 

“We’d like to thank Chair-
man Calvert (CA) and Rank-
ing Member Moran (VA) for 
providing more than $34 mil-
lion for NAWCA in its FY15 
subcommittee bill,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “While this 
is level funding with FY14, it 
clearly demonstrates a renewed 
commitment to this vital pro-
gram that delivers wetland 
conservation on the ground for 
waterfowl, other wildlife and 
our citizens.” 

Since 1990, more than 5,000 
partners have completed more 
than 2,400 NAWCA projects 
resulting in the conservation 
of 27.5 million acres of habitat 
on the ground. Reflecting their 
commitment to these vital 
habitat projects, partners have 
contributed $2.7 billion in non-
federal matching funds for the 
nearly $1.3 billion made avail-
able in federal grants. NAWCA 
creates and enhances wetland 
habitat that serves as vital 
breeding, migratory and win-
tering grounds for millions of 
waterfowl throughout their life 
cycle. With appropriate funding 

for this program, the public will 
benefit for years from healthy 
waterfowl populations and in-
creased hunting opportunities.

“Wetlands are not only im-
portant to wildlife, but also 
provide significant goods and 
services to our citizens in the 
form of flood control, purifica-
tion of drinking water through 
their filtering function and buff-
ering of coastal storm surges,  in 
addition to providing hunting 
and other recreational opportu-
nities,” Hall said.

M e d i a  C o n t a c t : 
M a t t  C o f f e y 
( 9 0 1 )  7 5 8 - 3 7 6 4 
mcoffey@ducks.org

Breeding duck numbers 
up 8 percent

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service today released its re-
port on 2014 Trends in Duck 
Breeding Populations, based 
on surveys conducted in May 
and early June. Total popula-
tions were estimated at 49.2 
million breeding ducks in the 
surveyed area. This estimate 
represents an 8-percent increase 
from last year’s estimate of 45.6 
million birds, and is 43 percent 
higher than the 1955-2013 long-
term average. This continues a 
three-year trend of exceptional 
water conditions and popula-
tion numbers for many species. 
 
“It looks like another good 
waterfowl breeding year for 
a good portion of the prairies 
and the boreal forest,” said DU 
CEO Dale Hall. “Precipitation 
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in the form of snow and rain 
has provided sufficient water to 
fill important wetlands in key 
breeding habitats. We hope this 
will result in good production 
and another great flight of birds 
migrating in the fall. DU and its 
partners continue to work hard 
to protect and restore habitat 
to provide for the needs of 
these birds and so much more. 
While we still have much work 
to do in delivering habitat 
and securing key conservation 
policies for sustaining these 
populations, we are heartened 
by the good results we have 
seen in the past few years.” 
 
The main determining factor 
for duck breeding success is 
wetland and upland habitat 
conditions in the key breeding 
landscapes of the prairies and 
the boreal forest. Conditions 
observed across the U.S. and 
Canadian survey areas dur-
ing the 2014 breeding popula-
tion survey were improved or 
similar to last year. Total pond 
counts for the U.S. and Canada 
combined showed 7.2 million 
ponds, which is similar to the 
2013 estimate and 40 percent 
above the long-term average. 
 
“Reports from DU biologists 
indicate a strong breeding effort 
across the prairies,” said DU 
Chief Conservation Officer Paul 
Schmidt. “This is despite late 
winter conditions that delayed 
nesting activity in some areas 
by one to two weeks. We need 
more moisture in the Western 
Boreal Forest and in parts of 
southern Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan, and higher-than-usual 

water levels have posed some 
challenges for nesters in the 
Eastern Region. But overall 
this is a good breeding season, 
and depending on local con-
ditions hunters across North 
America should look forward 
to another strong fall flight.” 
 
“This spring, as has been the 
case for the past several years, 
saw abundant moisture across 
much of North America’s most 
important duck breeding ar-
eas,” said DU Chief Biologist 
Scott Yaich. “That bodes well 
for duck breeding success this 
summer and, we hope, for 
hunting this fall. But we remain 
concerned with the continuing 
and escalating loss of nesting 
habitat in these areas. Because 
ducks need water, wetlands 
to hold the water and upland 
habitats to successfully raise 
their young, the ongoing loss 
of grasslands and wetlands 
across the Prairie Pothole Re-
gion will increasingly impact 
the number of ducks in the 
fall flight in the long-term.” 
 
The spring surveys provide 
the scientific basis for many 
management programs across 
the continent, including hunt-
ing season dates and bag lim-
its. The four flyway councils 
and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service Regulations Commit-
tee will meet in late July to 
recommend the season struc-
ture and bag limits for 2014-15. 
Individual states will make 
their specific selections within 
a federal framework of season 
length, bag limit and dates. 
Hunters should check the rules 

in their states for final dates. 
 
S p e c i e s  e s t i m a t e s  a r e : 
 
M a l l a rd s :  1 0 . 9  m i l l i o n , 
which is similar to the 2013 
est imate  and 42% above 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a v e r a g e . 
Gadwall: 3.8 million, which 
is similar to the 2013 es-
t i m a t e  a n d  1 0 2 %  a b o v e 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a v e r a g e . 
American wigeon: 3.1 mil-
lion, which is 18% above 
the 2013 estimate and 20% 
above the long-term average. 
Green-winged teal: 3.4 mil-
l ion,  which is  similar to 
the 2013 estimate and 69% 
above the long-term average. 
Blue-winged teal: 8.5 mil-
l ion,  which is  similar to 
the 2013 estimate and 75% 
above the long-term average. 
Northern shovelers: 5.3 mil-
lion, which is similar to the 
2013  es t imate  and 114% 
above the long-term average. 
Northern pintails: 3.2 mil-
lion, which is similar to the 
2013 estimates and were 20% 
below the long-term average. 
Redheads: 1.3 million, which 
is similar to their 2013 esti-
mates and were 85% above 
t h e  l o n g - t e r m  a v e r a g e . 
Canvasbacks: 0.7 million, 
which is similar to their 2013 
est imates  and were  18% 
above the long-term average. 
Scaup: 4.6 million, which is 
similar to the 2013 estimate and 
similar to the long-term average. 
Black ducks (Eastern Survey 
Area): 619,000, which is similar 
to the 2013 estimate and simi-
lar to the long-term average. 
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View all the data and get a species-
by-species breakdown at www.
ducks.org/DuckNumbers .  
 
C o n t a c t : 
E r i c  K e s z l e r 
( 9 0 1 )  7 5 8 - 3 9 2 4 
ekeszler@ducks.org

PHEASANTS FOREVER

Pheasants 
Forever 

Chapters 
Help Create 

New 160-Acre 
GPA in South 

Dakota
Minnehaha & 

Brookings County 
chapters contribute 

to acquisition

Permanent protection of 
upland habitat is an incredible 
tool for conserving pheasant 
populations.

South Dakota pheasant 
hunters will have the new 
160-acre Gideon Game Produc-
tion Area (GPA) to explore in 
northwest Moody County this 
pheasant season. The South 
Dakota Game, Fish, & Parks 
Department purchased the 
land using Pittman-Robertson 
dollars, contributions from 

the Minnehaha and Brookings 
County Pheasants Forever 
chapters and the Tony Dean 
Legacy Memorial Fund. The 
new GPA is being named in 
honor of Gideon Moody, a U.S. 
Senator from South Dakota in 
the late 1800s and namesake of 
Moody County. 

“This is a beautiful property 
with excellent upland habitat 
for pheasants and deer, along 
with some temporary and sea-
sonal wetlands for waterfowl,” 
reported Steve VanderBeek, 
regional habitat manager for 
South Dakota Game, Fish & 
Parks. “The land has been en-
rolled in a Wetlands Reserve 
Program easement and open 
to public hunting through our 
Walk-In program the last few 
years. Today, I’m excited to 
report this gem will be perma-
nently protected.” 

Pittman-Robertson dollars, 
tax revenue generated from 
firearms and ammunition sales, 
accounted for 75 percent of the 
$160,000 used to purchase the 
land. The Brookings County 
Pheasants Forever Chapter, the 
Minnehaha County Pheasants 
Forever Chapter and the Tony 
Dean Legacy Memorial Fund 
made up the remaining 25 
percent match used to perma-
nently protect the habitat and 
open it up to public hunting as 
a state Game Production Area. 
The new Gideon GPA is only 10 
miles south of Brookings and 
within 50 miles of Sioux Falls 
making it an excellent public 
hunting option for two of South 
Dakota’s largest population 

centers. 

“This is a tremendous ex-
ample of successful conserva-
tion in the age of partnerships,” 
explained Mike Stephenson, 
Pheasants Forever’s regional 
field representative for South 
Dakota. “No group can turn the 
tide for habitat alone. This proj-
ect is an illustration of what’s 
possible when local volunteers, 
foundations and government 
agencies work toward common 
conservation goals.” 

Pheasants Forever in South 
Dakota 

South Dakota’s 32 Pheas-
ants Forever chapters account 
for 6,000 members statewide. 
Those chapters have spent $4.8 
million to complete 24,000 habi-
tat projects since the first South 
Dakota chapter was formed in 
Minnehaha County in 1985. 
Those projects have improved 

 USFWS Image courtesy 
of Lance Roberts 
Brookings, S.D.



27
Magazine and web pages ads starting from $120/Yr

© Bird Dog & Retriever News, PO Box 120089, New Brighton, MN 55112  612-868-9169

August/September  2014                            We average over a half-million hits a month on the net.                           www.Bdarn.com

360,000 acres for wildlife. 

Anthony Hauck, (651)209-
4972 ahauck@pheasantsforever.
org 

Iowa’s 50K-Acre 
Pheasant Recovery 

Program Aims to Create 
Upland Habitat

Landowners en-
couraged to investi-
gate first-come, first-
serve CRP practice

Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) acres are typically 
the best pheasant nesting and 
brood-rearing habitat in the 
country. 

There is a new upland con-
servation program to help 
boost Iowa’s pheasant popula-
tion. Beginning immediately, 
landowners can enroll in the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery - State 
Acres for Wildlife Enhance-
ment (SAFE). Part of the federal 
Conservation Reserve Program, 
50,000 acres have been allocated 
for enrollment on a first-come, 
first-serve basis. Pheasants For-
ever’s eight Farm Bill Biologists 
in Iowa are helping landowners 
with enrollment and questions. 

A continuous Conserva-
tion Reserve Program (CRP) 
practice, the Iowa Pheasant 
Recovery SAFE is designed to 
help increase populations of 
ring-necked pheasants and oth-
er grassland wildlife species. 
Once the acres are fully enrolled 

and established, there is the 
potential for the newly-created 
upland habitat to produce more 
than 100,000 additional roosters 
annually for hunters. And all 
Iowa citizens will benefit from 
the water quality improve-
ments and soil erosion reduc-
tions that are associated with 
grassland conservation. There 
are about 4,100 acres currently 
enrolled in the program, leav-
ing more than 45,000 available 
to landowners. 

“We’ve heard from land-
owners who want to return 
pheasants to their property, 
and this is the program that’s 
specifically designed to do it,” 
says Jared Wiklund, Pheasants 
Forever’s Regional Represen-
tative in southern Iowa, “The 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
is open to landowners in most 
Iowa counties, and our team 
of Farm Bill Biologists is ea-
ger to work with farmers and 
ranchers to add upland habitat 
while helping improve their 
business operations.” Enroll-
ment includes a sign-up bonus 
payment of $100 per acre. Find 
a Farm Bill Biologist. 

As a continuous CRP prac-
tice, the Iowa Pheasant Recov-
ery SAFE sign-up will end once 
50,000 acres are under contract. 
“There will not be a general 
CRP signup this year so this is 
an option that landowners with 
expiring general CRP should 
consider,” says Todd Bogen-
schutz, Upland wildlife Biolo-
gist for the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources. 

If there is not a Pheasants 
Forever Farm Bill Biologist in 
your area, please visit your 
local USDA Service Center for 
more information about the 
Iowa Pheasant Recovery SAFE 
and other continuous CRP 
practices. 

Partners in the Iowa Pheas-
ant Recovery SAFE practice 
include Pheasants Forever, the 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA - Iowa Farm 
Service Agency, USDA - Iowa 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Iowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship, Conservation Dis-
tricts of Iowa and Iowa County 
Conservation Boards. 

Pheasants Forever’s eight 
Farm Bill Biologists in Iowa 
are the result of a collabora-
tive partnership that includes 
Pheasants Forever chapters, 
Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA - Iowa Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service, USDA – Farm Service 
Agency, Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stew-
ardship, Soil and Water Con-
servation Districts and more. 
The biologists provide Farm 
Bill program advice for eligi-
bility, application deadlines 
and other important details 
for landowners interested in 
improving wildlife habitat on 
their property. 

Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation di-
vision, Quail Forever, is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit or-
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ganization dedicated to upland 
habitat conservation. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Forever have 
more than 140,000 members 
and 745 local chapters across 
the United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent of 
their locally raised conserva-
tion funds are spent, the only 
national conservation organiza-
tion that operates through this 
truly grassroots structure. 

Anthony Hauck (651) 209-
4972 ahauck@pheasantsforever.
org 

Pheasants Forever is a non-
profit conservation organiza-
tion dedicated to the protection 
and enhancement of pheasants, 
quail and other wildlife popula-
tions in North America through 
habitat improvement, land 
management, public awareness 
and education. Such efforts 
benefit landowners and wildlife 
alike.

RUFFED GROUSE 
SOCIETY

The Ruffed Grouse 
Society magazine wins 
2014 APEX Awards for 
Publication Excellence

The honor includes a presti-
gious Grand Award in the Mag-
azines, Journals and Tabloids 
category. The Ruffed Grouse So-
ciety magazine was privileged 
to receive multiple 2014 APEX 
Awards for Publication Excel-
lence for the fourth consecu-
tive year. The honor includes 

a prestigious Grand Award in 
the Magazines, Journals and 
Tabloids category.

The 2014 APEX Grand 
Award was given to a total of 
100 recipients out of 2,075 total 
entries in the various media 
forms of newsletters, maga-
zines, print media, electronic 
media, social media, websites 
and more. The Grand Award for 
Ruffed Grouse Society magazine 
was 1 of 17 given in the Maga-
zines, Journals and Tabloids 
category out of 493 entries. The 
Grand Award covered the Sum-
mer, Fall and Winter issues from 
2013 with RGS Editor and Di-
rector of Communications Matt 
Soberg performing the editing 
and publishing duties for these 
issues. Design for the Summer 
and Fall issues was created by 
Brittney LaCoste of Campbell 
LaCoste, Inc. in Black Earth, 
Wisconsin, and the Winter 2013 
issue design was created by 
Patrick Iten of Iten Creative in 
Nisswa, Minnesota.

Ruffed Grouse Society maga-
zine also received a 2014 APEX 
Award for Publication Excel-
lence specifically for the Spring 
2014 issue in the category of 
Magazine Design and Layout 
with the work of Patrick Iten 
and Matt Soberg. RGS thanks 
all staff, contributors, writ-
ers, photographers, designers, 
printers and others who con-
tributed to these awards and 
continue to provide talents to 
Ruffed Grouse Society magazine
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News From The AKC

You have heard of the 
AKC German Wirehair 
Pointer, the Wirehaired 

Pointing Griffon 
and NOW the AKC 
will recognized the 

WIREHAIRED VIZSLA, 
YEA RED DOGS!

‘Royal dog of Madagascar’ 
to join Westminster pack

‘Royal dog of Madagascar’ 
to join Westminster pack

A hardy Hungarian hunt-
ing dog and a pet known as the 
“royal dog of Madagascar” will 
join the pack at the Westminster 
Kennel Club show next year, 
organizers announced Friday.

The kennel club said the 
wirehaired vizsla and the co-
ton de tulear will be eligible to 
compete for the first time in the 
New York show next February.

The wire-haired vizsla is a 
medium-size breed developed 
to hunt in northern Hungary’s 
cold winters and rough terrain. 
It’s related to the vizsla, which 
has a smooth coat.

The coton de tulear is a 
small, cheerful companion dog 
with a long, white, cotton-like 
coat.

“While they differ in ex-
ercise and grooming needs, 
both are sweet, loyal, loving 
family companions,” said Gina 
DiNardo, a spokeswoman for 
the American Kennel Club, the 

governing body for Westmin-
ster and many other canine 
events.

Breeds are added to the 
prestigious Westminster dog 
show after they are recognized 
by the AKC. Recognition re-
quires having several hundred 
dogs of the breed nationwide, 
among other criteria. With the 
newcomers, there are now 180 
AKC-recognized breeds.

Westmins ter  a l so  an -
nounced that the AKC’s popu-
lar, non-competitive “Meet the 
Breeds” event will be held in 
conjunction with the February 
dog show. The breeds event has 
been held in the fall for several 
years.

A Royal Dog and Expert 
Hunter Join AKC Family

The Coton de Tulear and 
Wirehaired Vizsla Gain Full 

AKC Recognition
The pack has expanded! 

The American Kennel Club® 
(AKC®) announced today the 
Coton de Tulear and Wirehaired 
Vizsla will be welcomed to its lit-
ter of recognized breeds this year, 
growing AKC’s family to 180.

“The AKC is excited to rec-
ognize these friendly, outgoing 
breeds, giving dog lovers every-
where even more choices to fit their 
lifestyle,” said AKC Spokesperson 
Gina DiNardo. “While they differ 
in exercise and grooming needs, 

both are sweet, loyal, loving family 
companions.”

Known as the “Royal dog of 
Madagascar”, the Coton de Tulear 
joins the Non-Sporting group. The 
breed originated on the island of 
Madagascar and was owned only 
by nobleman. Cotons are small, 
sweet dogs with a lot of heart. They 
thrive on human companionship 
and make loyal family pets. They 
get along well with children, as 
well as other dogs. Their long, 
cotton-like coat requires regular 
brushing. Additional information 
on the breed can be found on the 
United States of America Coton 
de Tulear Club’s website at www.
usactc.org.

An athletic breed with an ex-
cellent nose for hunting and track-
ing, the Wirehaired Vizsla joins 
the Sporting Group. The breed 
originated in Hungary as a hunting 
dog that could withstand extreme 
weather and rough field conditions, 
which is why they have a long, 
dense, wiry coat. They are gentle, 
outgoing, friendly dogs that make 
wonderful companions. Because 
of their athletic nature, Wirehaired 
Vizslas do best with active fami-
lies. Additional information on the 
breed can be found on the Wire-
haired Vizsla Club of America’s 
website at www.whvca.us.

Both breeds will be eligible to 
compete in their respective groups 
beginning July 2nd of this year.

To become an AKC recognized 
breed there must be a minimum 
number of dogs geographically 
distributed throughout the U.S., 
as well as an established breed 
club of responsible owners and 
breeders. Breeds working towards 


