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From The Publisher’s Desk

Welcome to the August/Sept 2014 issue of Bird Dog & Retriever News. Thanks advertisers for 
helping bring the magazine to our readers. 

Well it’s time to get ready for hunting season which is right around the corner. Time to get 
yourself and your dogs in shape, guns clean, territory scouted and a ton of other things.

So what do we have in this issues for you? We look at two books, In Purely Positive Training 
Sheila Booth gives us an excerpt about ten commandments about training. It’s a good read for 
any age dog.

Our second book is: Dog InSight by Pamela Reid PhD, CAAB. It is focused for puppy transition 
training. She walks through some of the critical training periods nearly every pup goes through.

Ellen and I traveled to Watertown, South Dakota for her class reunion. While there we had 
extra time so we toured the Terry Redline Museum. We had driven past it for years and finally 
went in and brought you a photo montage. It’s a place you need to go if you are in the area and 
have an extra hour or two.

We have a number of great new products for our readers. Look for us to be giving away select 
new products to our readers. That and some great news, calendars and much more we offer to 
you in this issue.

Have fun in the field and be safe,

Dennis Guldan 

Publisher Bird Dog & Retriev-
er News
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What’s New

20 Piece 20V MAX* 
Lithium Bare Oscillating 

Tool
2 Finger TOOL-FREE SYS-

TEM makes adjusting and 
changing accessories quick and 
easy

Variable speed dial (8K-18K 
OPM) offers maximum control 
across a variety of applications

LED work light provides 
better visability in darkened 
work conditions

  3 Position Overmold Grip 
improves comfort by reducing 
vibration.

20 Accessories and Storage 
Box Included provides ability 
to cut, sand, scrape and grind

20V Max System - High 
performance cordless platform

www.portercable.com
$69.98

 Bow Wow Bistro 10 Dog 
Bone Treat Maker

Non-Stick Coated Baking Plates
Latching Handle and Non-Skid 
Rubber Feet
Cool Touch Handle
Bone Shaped Power Light and 
Convenient Cord Wrap
Includes Bone-Shaped Dough 
Cutter
Bow wow bistro dog treat 
maker
Bakes 10 bone-shaped dog 
treats
Non-stick cooking surface
Locking latch
Power light
Cool touch handle
Non-skid rubber feet
Dimensions: 11.26”L x 9.29”W 
x 3.66”H
1-year limited warranty
Model# BB-1

$35.50
www.selectbrands.com

Back Country Carry 
Sysem for cameras and 

binoculars
The KEYHOLE® SYSTEM is 

comprised of a set of shoulder straps 
(which incorporates a neck strap, 
distributing the camera or binocular 
weight across the shoulders rather 
than the neck) and a harness assem-
bly (comprised of a keyhole shaped 
cut-out plate).  A specially designed 
knob (for camera) or bracket assembly 
(for binoculars) screws into the tripod 
mount-hole, which in turn engages 
into the keyhole cut-out.  This secures 
the camera or binoculars to your body 
and safely points the lens down rather 
than outward.  The weight of the cam-
era or binoculars rests in the keyhole 
cut-out, which further reduces the 
weight from your neck and prevents 
the optics from swinging.  A tether 
strap attached to the keyhole shaped 
cut-out plate fastens to your camera 
lens cap to prevent lens creep and 
is also a lens cap keeper.  To use the 
camera or binoculars, simply lift up 
on the device body, disengage the 
knob or bracket assembly from the 
keyhole cut-out plate and you are 
‘ready’ for action.

$34.95
www.backcountrysolutions.com
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Lucky Snipe
Repellent insect humans

Whup-A-Bug® is an all 
natural eco-friendly and bo-
tanicals-based insect repellent 
created and manufactured in 
America. It is safe for use on 
family members of all ages, 
pets, horses, and other live-
stock. With a complete prod-
uct line that addresses mul-
tiple uses, Whup-A-Bug® also 
comes in various container 
sizes, application methods, and 
even a concentrate version for 
bulk use.

Whether you are wanting 
to protect yourself from pesky 
insects while enjoying the great 
outdoors, protecting your pets 
from fleas, or getting your 
show-horse ready for the ring, 
this all-natural product is your 
best choice for environmental-
ly-friendly pest control. Avail-
able in several convenient sizes, 
many with spray-applicators, 
Whup-A-Bug® can always be 
at your side, in your backpack, 
or even in your saddlebags. 

Whup-A-Bug — Per-
sonal-Use Spray Bottle (2 
oz, 4 oz, 8 oz) $6.99 

www.luckysnipe.com

Starkey Hearing 
Technologies

Hearing/ear protection

Completely digital, four-
channel hearing aid• Includes 
feedback cancellation to extend 
the fitting range •Uses a size 
10 battery • Allows patients to 
turn AMP on and off as well as 
adjust volume with a magnetic 
wand

Simple programming:

Fit using a password-pro-
tected iPad application or the 
web. • You must be logged in 
to access the application - Log 
in to My Account to get started. 
• Four common preset starting 
points are provided for ease-
of-use. • Patients wear head-
phones during fitting while 
the application uses dual-tone 
multi-frequency signals to ad-
just the hearing aid. • Patients 
can walk out the door wearing 
an AMP in a single visit.

$300+
www. starkeyhearingtech-

nologies.com

Covermate Food Covers
Whether you’re covering a 

plate of leftovers, keeping a sal-
ad fresh, or taking a veggie tray 
to party, Covermate has you 
covered! Covermate stretch-to-
fit food covers provide a quick 
and easy way to cover all plates, 
bowls and containers.

Covermate covers allow 
you to quickly and easily cover 
plates and bowls of food. Sim-
ply stretch a cover over the dish 
and allow it to snap securely in 
place. And thanks to built-in 
FlexBand™ technology, uncov-
ering and re-covering are just as 
easy, so you can snack all day!

1. Cover, Uncover, & Re-cover 
In Seconds

2. Keeps Food Fresh
3. Fits Any Shape

4. Easy To Use & Reuse
5. Great For All Occasions

    Stretch-to-Fit Tupperware 
& Food Covers

    10 Reusable Covers - 4 
medium, 4 large, 2 XL, 2 Can 

Covers
    Fits any shape
    Microwavable

    Heavy Duty

$7.24
www.covermatecovers.com
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Buy The Book
Thanks to Podium Publications 
we offer you an excerpt from 
Purely ositive Training Companion 
to Competition By Sheila Booth 
Copyrights Podium Publications 
2006Since you can’t tell a book from its cover we offer 

you ten pages from this book to decide if you want 
to do buy the book!

The Ten 
Commandments

By Sheila Booth
“There’s facts about dogs, and there’s opin-

ions about them. The dogs have all the facts, and 
the humans have the opinions.” - J. Allen Boone

Once we have made the commitment to forge 
our relationship and train our dog using posi-
tive methods, we must understand some of the 
concepts involved. Science has set down some 
very specific rules for successful learning using 
positive reinforcement.

But this can not be like auto mechanic school. 
The rules need to work for your particular dog. 
We must remember that the dogs have the facts, 
and we only have the opinions. The dog always 
lets us know when we are doing it right, so we 
must learn to listen to the dog.

“Whatever works, works!” So says master 
dressage trainer Dominique Barbier. If our rela-
tionship is improving, our dog is paying more 
attention to us, and his behavior is becoming 
more acceptable, then it’s working!

Like all true learning, it comes slowly over 
time, step by step.  Remember when you learned 
to type. (I guess today it’s called keyboarding.) 
You practiced the same skills over and over - 
picking out the letters carefully and pecking at 
them with the appropriate finger.

Then one day, you got it. Your brain con-
nected directly to your fingers and they flew 
over the keyboard, finding the right letter with-
out any conscious effort. You learned - a slow 
process of repetition leading to a solid skill that 
lasts a lifetime.

You learned to read the same way - slowly at 
first. Then suddenly, it was easy. You no longer 
had to sound out words. You read in full sen-
tences. From then on, it just got easier and easier.

What we learn slowly, we remember longer. 
Just like cramming for a test, learning that hap-
pens in a short time is often lost just as quickly.

Learning is the same for dogs. “Dogs are 
not obedient commands; they are obedient to 
the laws of learning,” writes Jean Donaldson. 
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So if we want to teach them 
properly, we must understand 
some basic principles of these 
laws of learning.

The better we understand 
these rules, the better we can 
teach. But you don’t need to 
go back to school to implement 
positive training.

If all this theory bores you, 
and you just want to teach your 
pet dog to come when called 
and stay when told, they breeze 
through the next four chapters 
just to get the idea. Starting in 
Section II, the chapters explain 
step by step how to use these 
rules to raise your puppy and 
train your dog.

1. Be Proactive
Positive training requires 

that we be proactive instead 
of reactive. “Good trainers fix 
problems. Great trainers never 
get to the problems.” That’s 
how Ted Turner explains their 
proactive.

The first part of being pro-
active is to prevent unwanted 
behavior. Allowing the dog to 
rehearse unwanted behavior 
over and over only puts the 
handler back in the position 
trying to fix the problem

For example, if we know 
the puppy is going to jump up 
on someone, then we want to 
get in there before the puppy 
jumps. We want to do one of 
three things with the unwanted 
behavior - prevent it, ignore 
it, or teach an Alternative In-
compatible Behavior. That’s a 
fancy scientific term for teach-

ing the puppy to do something 
else - something he can’t do at 
the same time as jumping, like 
sitting.

We know the puppy is go-
ing to jump. He’s already given 
us that fact. If we are reactive, 
we wait until he does what we 
don’t want, and then try to fix 
it. To be proactive, teach him a 
positive way to greet people - 
before he jumps.

This is another element of 
positive training. We get in 
there and teach the positive so 
we don’t ever have to deal with 
the negative. We never get to 
the problem. The puppy never 
learns the wrong behavior.

Undesirable behavior does 
not result in punishment, how-
ever. This would only break 
down the relationship and 
inhibit learning. Punishment 
makes the dog afraid to try. 
In positive training, the dog 
should try all sorts of new 
behaviors until he discovers 
which ones work to get him 
what he wants from us.

2. Keep Them Trying
Working hard to get what 

they want comes naturally 
to dogs.  Wolves in the wild 
must work for what they want. 
Within the pack, when a young 
wolf discovers which behavior 
results in gratification, or accep-
tance, or satisfaction, or permis-
sion to eat, he learns this valu-
able lesson and remembers.

Sometimes, we must reward 
honest effort, even if the dog 

gets it wrong. This keeps him 
trying and accelerates learn-
ing. Behavior is not static - it is 
always changing. So if the dog 
gets frustrated or confused, 
sometimes we must let him 
know that he’s doing fine and 
we still support him.

For example, if the dog 
comes when we call him, but 
doesn’t come close enough or 
doesn’t sit straight in front, we 
still want to reinforce coming 
quickly when called. Reward 
his effort. Keep the dog trying 
and eventually he’ll get it right.

We do this with a child 
learning to read. When he’s 
learning the alphabet song, we 
encourage him, even if he gets a 
letter wrong. We urge him to try 
again, or we sing it with him.

Once he begins reading 
simple sentences, we don’t jerk 
his neck or pinch his ear when 
he gets a word wrong. That 
wouldn’t help him learn, and 
it certainly wouldn’t help him 
love to read.

We help the child to get 
it right. We read it with him 
again. We support him.

To teach a child to love to 
read, we foster any attempt 
to read, (even comic books?!). 
Just as we want the child to 
keep reading, we want the dog 
to keep trying for us. And we 
want them to love to learn.

We aim not only to have 
the dog behave a certain way, 
but also for him to want to 
learn how to behave. And we 
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want him to enjoy doing that 
behavior.

How to do this is simple. 
Back to The Golden Rule. We 
positively reinforce all behavior 
that we want. And we positive-
ly reinforce even the beginnings 
of that behavior - any step in the 
right direction.

3. Forgive Forgetting
Always remember that for-

getting is part of learning. 
Forgetting is part of the pro-
cess, especially when learning 
a new task. When learning a 
new computer program, do you 
ever forget which keystroke 
combination leads to a certain 
function? Unfortunately, the 
dog can’t go look it up in his 
manual. If he forgets where it 
is on his disk space, he needs 
help. 

When was the last time 
you went through an entire 
day without forgetting any-
thing? When have you made 
it through one week without 
making a mistake? In dog train-
ing, mistakes are merely learn-
ing opportunities.

If you can manage to forgive 
yourself, then you should be 
able to forgive your dog. After 
all, they are only dogs, and we 
are only people, as Patty Ruzzo 
says.

Be there to help your dog. 
Encourage him and coach him. 
Train by direction, not cor-
rection. When training, be his 
salvation, not his persecution.  
Remember, you’re both on the 
same team.

4. Follow the ABCs
Learning follows a specific 

pattern known as A-B-C: 

Antecedent - Behavior - 
Consequence

Any change in this order 
will inhibit, or prevent, learn-
ing. “Antecedent” is just the 
fancy scientific term for a cue. 
The cue is the signal that tells 
the dog which behavior you 
want. But the word “Anteced-
ent!” works better to help us 
remember the critical order and 
importance of the ABCs.

Your dog knows all about 
antecedents. Pick up your car 
keys and see if you get the 
expected behavior. Yep, it hap-
pens every time. Clatter his 
food dish and watch his re-
sponse. We want to apply the 
same kind of reliable cues to 
the behaviors we want to teach 
our dogs.

When you start to use posi-
tive reinforcement as the Con-
sequence,  the more your dog 
likes what you give him, the 
faster he offers that behavior, or 
more  often or more intensely, 
depending on how you rein-
force. The important rule here 
is that Consequence drives 
Behavior.

What happens as a Conse-
quence determines whether the 
dog continues or repeats that 
Behavior. Providing the right 
Consequence can improve the 
frequency, intensity or duration 
of any Behavior.

Positive reinforcement is a 

powerful teacher. The more you 
use positive reinforcement with 
your dog, the easier training be-
comes. Once the dog grasps the 
concept of using his behavior 
to get what he wants, you can 
teach him to do just about any-
thing he can master physically.

We aren’t the only ones 
who’ll be learning new con-
cepts in this positive training. 
Once your dog understands the 
rules, he learns faster and faster, 
and adds new behaviors more 
quickly. The more he learns, 
the more he wants to learn, and 
thus the easier he is to teach! 
For more about this, refer to 
The ABCs of Behavior Shaping, 
part of the Power of Positive 
Training series included in the 
Recommended Resources sec-
tion in the back of this book.

Please note that, for the 
sake of brevity, when we use 
the term   “reinforce,” we mean 
positive reinforcement. We 
train positively. We believe in 
paying our dog when he works 
for us. And we always make 
sure to pay him with what he 
wants.

Sometimes we also use the 
term “reward,” instead of “re-
inforce.”  It’s not scientifically 
correct, but it’s shorter - and 
you’ll know what we mean.

5. Use Approximations
When we use the ABCs 

to shape behavior, we teach 
through approximations. That’s 
the scientific word for steps.

Training through approxi-


