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So if we want to teach them 
properly, we must understand 
some basic principles of these 
laws of learning.

The better we understand 
these rules, the better we can 
teach. But you don’t need to 
go back to school to implement 
positive training.

If all this theory bores you, 
and you just want to teach your 
pet dog to come when called 
and stay when told, they breeze 
through the next four chapters 
just to get the idea. Starting in 
Section II, the chapters explain 
step by step how to use these 
rules to raise your puppy and 
train your dog.

1. Be Proactive
Positive training requires 

that we be proactive instead 
of reactive. “Good trainers fix 
problems. Great trainers never 
get to the problems.” That’s 
how Ted Turner explains their 
proactive.

The first part of being pro-
active is to prevent unwanted 
behavior. Allowing the dog to 
rehearse unwanted behavior 
over and over only puts the 
handler back in the position 
trying to fix the problem

For example, if we know 
the puppy is going to jump up 
on someone, then we want to 
get in there before the puppy 
jumps. We want to do one of 
three things with the unwanted 
behavior - prevent it, ignore 
it, or teach an Alternative In-
compatible Behavior. That’s a 
fancy scientific term for teach-

ing the puppy to do something 
else - something he can’t do at 
the same time as jumping, like 
sitting.

We know the puppy is go-
ing to jump. He’s already given 
us that fact. If we are reactive, 
we wait until he does what we 
don’t want, and then try to fix 
it. To be proactive, teach him a 
positive way to greet people - 
before he jumps.

This is another element of 
positive training. We get in 
there and teach the positive so 
we don’t ever have to deal with 
the negative. We never get to 
the problem. The puppy never 
learns the wrong behavior.

Undesirable behavior does 
not result in punishment, how-
ever. This would only break 
down the relationship and 
inhibit learning. Punishment 
makes the dog afraid to try. 
In positive training, the dog 
should try all sorts of new 
behaviors until he discovers 
which ones work to get him 
what he wants from us.

2. Keep Them Trying
Working hard to get what 

they want comes naturally 
to dogs.  Wolves in the wild 
must work for what they want. 
Within the pack, when a young 
wolf discovers which behavior 
results in gratification, or accep-
tance, or satisfaction, or permis-
sion to eat, he learns this valu-
able lesson and remembers.

Sometimes, we must reward 
honest effort, even if the dog 

gets it wrong. This keeps him 
trying and accelerates learn-
ing. Behavior is not static - it is 
always changing. So if the dog 
gets frustrated or confused, 
sometimes we must let him 
know that he’s doing fine and 
we still support him.

For example, if the dog 
comes when we call him, but 
doesn’t come close enough or 
doesn’t sit straight in front, we 
still want to reinforce coming 
quickly when called. Reward 
his effort. Keep the dog trying 
and eventually he’ll get it right.

We do this with a child 
learning to read. When he’s 
learning the alphabet song, we 
encourage him, even if he gets a 
letter wrong. We urge him to try 
again, or we sing it with him.

Once he begins reading 
simple sentences, we don’t jerk 
his neck or pinch his ear when 
he gets a word wrong. That 
wouldn’t help him learn, and 
it certainly wouldn’t help him 
love to read.

We help the child to get 
it right. We read it with him 
again. We support him.

To teach a child to love to 
read, we foster any attempt 
to read, (even comic books?!). 
Just as we want the child to 
keep reading, we want the dog 
to keep trying for us. And we 
want them to love to learn.

We aim not only to have 
the dog behave a certain way, 
but also for him to want to 
learn how to behave. And we 


