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impacts of our rural way of life 
by the potential listing of greater 
sage-grouse under the ESA” says 
Carol Dunten, SWCD chairwoman 
and private landowner.

 “The Harney County CCAA 
was created by a diverse group 
of stakeholders working with the 
Service to develop a proactive 
voluntary private land manage-
ment plan that provides greater 
sage-grouse habitat conservation.: 
Based on the initial interest in 
enrollment, this plan will demon-
strate agriculture’s commitment to 
protect the species.

Landowners who voluntarily 
enroll will develop site specific 
plans that address threats to sage-
grouse and maintain or improve 
habitat.: In Harney County, the 
two largest factors causing habitat 
loss are wildfire in low-elevation 
sagebrush and a resulting increase 
of exotic annual grasses, and 
juniper encroachment in upper-
elevation sagebrush.: All partici-
pating landowners will agree to 
maintain contiguous habitat and 
avoid further fragmentation on 
enrolled lands. Activities that ben-
efit greater sage-grouse include 
juniper removal, invasive annual 
grass and weed control, and mark-
ing fences known to be a strike 
hazard for sage-grouse.

The SWCD formed a steer-
ing committee to collaborative-
ly develop this programmatic 
agreement.: Steering committee 
members included local private 
landowners and representatives 
from the SWCD, Service, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
Harney County Court, Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Bureau of Land Management, Or-
egon State University Extension, 
The Nature Conservancy, Oregon 
Department of State Lands, and 
Eastern Oregon Agricultural Re-
search Center.

Greater sage-grouse currently 
occur in 11 states and two Cana-
dian provinces, and loss and frag-
mentation of habitat is the primary 

threat across its range. In Oregon, 
greater sage-grouse were once 
found in most sagebrush habitats 
east of the Cascades. Greater sage-
grouse were listed as a candidate 
species in 2010.: The Service is 
scheduled to make a listing deci-
sion in September 2015.

For more information about 
greater sage-grouse and to view 
the agreement, visit http://www.
fws.gov/oregonfwo/.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service Launches Greater 

Sage-grouse Website

Greater sage-grouse. Credit: 
USFWS. 

The unprecedented effort to 
conserve greater sage-grouse and 
sagebrush habitat is a compli-
cated process that encompasses 
11 states, six federal agencies and 
numerous non-governmental 
groups. To help journalists, stake-
holders and the interested public 
stay informed about this effort, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has 
built a new greater sage-grouse 
website and assigned three public 
affairs officers to lead the agency’s 
communication’s effort. 

The new website, http://www.
fws.gov/greaterSageGrouse, is 
one way the Service hopes to bet-
ter communicate the breadth of 
the ongoing conservation actions 
underway to support greater sage-
grouse and the sagebrush habitat 
the bird and 350 other species 
need. The new site aggregates the 
on-line information resources that 
were once found on the Mountain-
Prairie, Pacific Northwest and Pa-
cific Southwest agency websites, 
providing original stories, photos 
and images for non-commercial 
reproduction.: 

The Service recognizes that it is 
one player in this broad landscape 
of conservation partners. Our 
goals are to highlight the effec-
tive work that is being done at the 

federal, state, NGO and even the 
individual level, to direct visitors 
to our sage-grouse conservation 
partners and to ensure the public 
understands the Service’s role 
under the ESA as the September 
2015 listing deadline approaches.::

The Service has also assembled 
a team of public affairs specialists 
to answer questions about greater 
sage-grouse conservation from 
journalists and others. Members 
of the media who are working on 
stories about this issue are encour-
aged to contact the members of the 
team for assistance.

Theo Stein Theodore_stein@
fws.gov joined Mountain-Prairie 
Region’s External Affairs team 
from the State of Colorado, where 
he served as Manager of the Exter-
nal Relations section for Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife and Communi-
cations Director for the Colorado 
Department of Natural Resources. 
In addition, Theo brings insights 
learned during a 17-year career as 
a journalist, including five years 
as the Denver Post Environment 
reporter. He will be the point 
of contact on both greater sage-
grouse and Gunnison sage-grouse.

In the Pacific Northwest Region, 
Portland-based Public Affairs Of-
ficer Brent Lawrence, Brent_Law-
rence@fws.gov, is available to 
field inquiries originating from 
Washington, Idaho and Oregon. :

In the Pacific Southwest Re-
gion, Nevada State Director Ted 
Koch, ted_koch@fws.gov, will be 
available as the point of contact 
for inquiries from Nevada and 
California. 

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 


