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percent increase.

According to Scott Walter, DNR 
upland wildlife ecologist, matura-
tion of southern Wisconsin’s forest 
community in recent decades and 
the resulting loss of dense, brushy 
areas that grouse need for cover 
has led to a lower ruffed grouse 
population.

“Ruffed grouse are closely linked 
to young forest habitats that devel-
op following disturbances, notably 
logging activities” Walter said. 
“While we often focus as hunters 
on grouse numbers in a single 
year, it’s important to remember 
that the long-term health of grouse 
and other early-successional wild-
life is dependent upon the avail-
ability of the dense young cover 
they require. In Wisconsin, we 
need to ensure that enough timber 
harvests are occurring to meet the 
habitat needs of ruffed grouse and 
other early-successional depen-
dent wildlife”

In regard to the slight increase 
in northern Wisconsin, Gary Zim-
mer, coordinating biologist for the 
Ruffed Grouse Society, points to 
this past winter’s harsh weather.

“While cold temperatures and 
deep snow are generally hard 
on resident wildlife populations, 
ruffed grouse often thrive in 
winters like the one we just expe-
rienced” noted Zimmer. “Grouse 
roost under the snow, which can 
effectively serve as a blanket to 
hide them from predators’ view 
and keep them warm even dur-
ing very cold periods. It might be 
well below zero out in the open, 
but under even a few inches of 
snow the temperature might only 
be a few degrees below freezing. 
Grouse also utilize tree buds as 
food during winter, so snow cover 
doesn’t reduce food availability.”

Zimmer continues, “Weather 
conditions, especially during 
the brood rearing period in late 
May and early June, also play an 
important role in the fall ruffed 
grouse numbers. Newly-hatched 

grouse chicks are very sensitive to 
chilling, and warm, dry conditions 
allow high survival during the first 
few weeks of life.” 

“Grouse hunters are used to 
the cyclic nature of ruffed grouse 
populations, and know that dur-
ing low periods grouse can still be 
found in the best cover. Hunters 
might have to work a bit harder 
to flush birds, but sunny October 
days with your dog in the north 
woods are tough to beat, and Wis-
consin still has some of the best 
grouse hunting in the country” 
Zimmer said.

Complete survey results can 
be found by visiting dnr.wi.gov 
and searching for “wildlife re-
ports.” For more information on 
ruffed grouse in Wisconsin, search 
“ruffed grouse hunting.”

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Scott Walter, upland 
wildlife ecologist, 608-267-7861 
or Brian Dhuey, wildlife surveys 
coordinator, 608-221-6342

Early teal season and 
extended dove season 

proposed for Wisconsin
Wisconsin would be able to offer 

an experimental early teal-only 
duck hunting season that would 
begin September 2014, under a 
proposal that is open for public 
comment and will be subject of 
upcoming public hearings. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice established an experimental 
framework that will require each 
season during the initial three-
year period to be scheduled in 
September prior to Wisconsin’s 
regular duck season. Throughout 
this period, the wildlife biologists 
would be required to monitor and 
report hunter success, which will 
determine the success of the early 
season. 

During 2013 and early 2014, 
DNR staff presented informa-
tion in public meetings, advisory 
committee meetings and special 

breakout sessions at the waterfowl 
hunter’s conference and gathered 
feedback with a waterfowl hunter 
survey. 

Based on preliminary public 
input and staff analyses, the de-
partment has proposed the fol-
lowing season structure for public 
comment:

Early teal season would be open 
from Sept. 1-7.

Only blue-winged and green-
winged teal may be harvested.

Daily bag limit of six teal. 
Shooting hours on opening day 

(Sept. 1) would begin at 9 a.m. and 
close at 7 p.m.

Shooting hours from Sept. 2- 7 
would begin at sunrise and close 
at 7 p.m.

In addition to the proposed 
early teal season, the USFWS will 
also allow Wisconsin to add an 
additional 20 days to the end of 
the current 70-day dove hunting 
season. Public comments on this 
change will also be accepted.

Public hearings on the proposals 
will all run from 7 to 10 p.m. and 
will be held:

Monday June 2, La Crosse - State 
Office Building, Rooms B-19 and 
B-20, 3550 Mormon Coulee Road.

Tuesday June 3, Rice Lake - Days 
Inn, 1710 South Main St.

Wednesday June 4, Appleton 
- Agricultural Service Center, 
Main conference room, 3369 West 
Brewster St.

Thursday June 5, Pewaukee - 
Wildwood Lodge, N14 W24121 
Tower Place.

The DNR will accept public com-
ments on the proposed early teal 
season and extended dove season 
through June 5, 2014. Comments 
may be directed to Taylor Finger, 
Wisconsin DNR, PO Box 7921, 
Madison, WI 53707, by email to 
Taylor.finger@wisconsin.gov, or 
by calling 608-261-6458.

Results of the hearings will 


