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The new system will only allow 
applicants to submit complete 
and accurate applications. This 
will eliminate disqualifications. 
Once the submission and billing 
process is completed, orders can-
not be canceled and fees cannot 
be refunded.

All applicants (adults and youth) 
must have a Customer Account. 
Applicants that have previously 
applied for a drawn hunt or pur-
chased a hunting or fishing license 
should already have an account. 
Those who do not have an account 
will need to create one before ap-
plying for a drawn hunt. A unique 
ID number is required to create 
an account. Unique ID numbers 
can be any of the following: State 
Driver’s License Number, Social 
Security Number or Passport 
Number.

The Drawn Hunts Program 
offers affordable hunting experi-
ences at more than 80 areas around 
the state in more than two dozen 
different hunt categories, includ-
ing eight specifically for youth 
only. Adult application fees for 
Special Permit hunts are either $3 
or $10 depending on the category. 
Adult hunters that are selected 
will also need to pay an additional 
permit fee of $80 for regular hunts 
and $130 for extended hunts. Some 
categories require no permit fee. 
There are no application fees or 
permit fees for youth age 8 to 
16 and non-hunting supervising 
adults on youth only hunts. There 
are no application or permit fees 
for the E-Postcard hunts or the 
U.S. Forest Service Antlerless Deer 
permits.

To participate applicants will 
need internet access, an email ad-
dress, and a credit or debit card. 
Application deadlines start in 
August and wrap up in January.

For more information about 
the new online system and to get 
started in the application process, 
visit http://www.tpwd.state.
tx.us/drawnhunts. For questions 
contact hunt@tpwd.texas.gov or 

call 512.389.4505 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. CST Monday through 
Friday.

UTAH
Grouse and sandhill 

crane permits 
Applications accepted starting 

July 7
Fall must be getting closer ‚Äî 

applications for three different 
Utah game bird hunts will be ac-
cepted soon.

Applications to hunt sage grouse 
in Utah will be accepted starting 
July 7.
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Starting July 7, the Division of 

Wildlife Resources will accept 
applications for this fall’s sage 
grouse, sharp-tailed grouse and 
sandhill crane hunts.

To be included in the draw for 
permits, your application must 
be received online no later than 11 
p.m. on July 21.

You can also apply over-the-
phone by calling the nearest DWR 
office no later than 5 p.m. on July 
21.

If you’re not going to hunt 
grouse or cranes this year, you can 
still apply for a preference point. 
Hunters with preference points 
have the best chance of obtaining 
a permit in 2014.

If you apply for a permit, you’ll 
know by Aug. 4 whether you drew 
one.

For more information, call the 
nearest Division of Wildlife Re-
sources office or the DWR’s Salt 
Lake City office at 801-538-4700.

WISCONSIN

Ruffed grouse survey 
indicates minor 

population decline
Ruffed grouse populations in 

Wisconsin have shown another 
slight decline this spring, accord-
ing to a recent roadside ruffed 
grouse survey. Results from this 
survey help DNR biologists moni-
tor the cyclic population trends of 
ruffed grouse in the state.

“The index that Wisconsin uses 
to track ruffed grouse decreased 1 
percent between 2013 and 2014” 
said Brian Dhuey, DNR wildlife 
surveys coordinator. “This de-
crease is quite minor, and isn’t 
unexpected at this point in the 
population cycle. Ruffed grouse 
populations are known to rise and 
fall over a nine to 11 year cycle. 
The last peak in Wisconsin’s cycle 
occurred in 2011. We are headed to 
the low point in the cycle, which 
usually occurs in years ending in 
a 4, 5, or 6, so we are either at the 
low point or getting close; only 
time will tell.”

Roadside surveys to monitor 
the number of breeding grouse 
have been conducted by staff 
from the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources, U.S. Forest 
Service, tribal groups and numer-
ous grouse enthusiasts and volun-
teers since 1964. Surveyors begin 
30 minutes before sunrise and 
drive along established routes, 
making 10 stops at assigned points 
and listening for four minutes for 
the distinctive “thump, thump, 
thump” sound made by drum-
ming male grouse. 

The number of drums heard per 
stop in 2014 was down 1 percent 
statewide from the previous year. 
One of the primary regions for 
grouse in the state, the central 
region, showed a 24 percent drop 
in the number of drums heard per 
stop. A second primary region in 
northern Wisconsin showed a 3 


