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Wildlife Service will allow a 90-
day season. Dove season is di-
vided into three segments. If the 
90-day season is approved, the 
first segment will run from Sept. 
1 through Sept. 28. The 2014 first 
segment will have two more days 
than the 2013 season. The second 
segment remains the same with 
only the date changes. It runs Oct. 
11-Nov. 2.

The most significant change is 
in the third segment. It has been 
moved forward to start on Nov. 29 
and will continue until Jan. 6, 2015. 
The third segment was Dec. 19 to 
Jan. 15 this past year. The commis-
sion’s approval is dependent on 
what is expected to be set by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
federal frameworks this summer.

In regard to turkey hunting, the 
2015 spring season will continue to 
follow the tradition of opening on 
the Saturday nearest April 1. The 
2015 season will start on Saturday 
April 4 of Easter weekend and 
continue for 44 consecutive days.

Conerning fall turkey hunting, 
the TFWC, voted in favor of the 
TWRA’s recommendations, to 
close the 2014 fall hunting seasons 
in Lawrence, Giles, and Wayne 
counties. The TWRA is currently 
conducting a study to determine 
why there has been a perceived de-
cline in the wild turkey population 
in those three southern Middle 
Tennessee counties.

The TFWC voted to support the 
agency’s recommendation to add 
Yanahli Wildlife Management 
Area to the list of WMAs that 
prohibit the use of alcohol, except 
in designated camping areas. 
Other WMAs include Catoosa, 
Cheatham, Chuck Swan, Forks of 
the River, Laurel Hill, Pea Ridge, 
Percy Priest Unit1, and Prentice 
Cooper.

Dr. Mark Fly, from the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, addressed the 
commission on how his depart-
ment at the university conducts 
public opinion surveys involving 

the agency. The university has 
managed various surveys for the 
agency through the years. He dis-
cussed the manner which scientific 
surveys were conducted.

An update on the recently held 
National Archery in the Schools 
Program (NASP) State Tourna-
ment was given by Don Crawford 
Assistant Chief for the TWRA In-
formation and Education Division. 
The program, initiated in Tennes-
see in 2004 as a pilot program, had 
its largest field ever with more 
than 1,500 students participating.

:Almost 300 students qualified 
for the NASP National Tourna-
ment held earlier this month in 
Louisville, Ky.‚Ä®:‚Ä®Isaiah 
Gardenhire, from White County 
High School, was the overall win-
ner with a state tournament best 
record 294. He also shot the same 
score at the nationals which placed 
him ninth nationally among al-
most 1,700 other males in his 
division. State champion female 
winner Laurel Thompson, from 
CHET, :placed 24th in her division 
among almost 1,500 among the 
females at the tournament.

I&E Division Chief Don King 
gave an update on the creation 
of the TWRA’s 65th anniversary 
display trailer. The trailer, which 
appeared at three TWRA meet-
ings this month, features artifacts 
and information documenting the 
agency’s 65 years. An update on a 
new upcoming agency television 
program was made.

The meeting will be the TFWC’s 
final full meeting until Aug. 28-29 
in Jackson. However, the TFWC’s 
budget committee will meet June 
27 in the Nashville office. That 
meeting will also be open to the 
public and will begin at 9 a.m

U.S. mail or hand-delivery::Public 
Comments Processing, Attn: FWS-
HQ-MB-2014-0017; Division of 
Policy and Directives Manage-
ment; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 

2042-PDM; Arlington, VA 22203.
The TWRA anticipates a re-

sponse from the USFWS in July to 
this request and the public input 
received.:

TEXAS
TPWD Online Public 

Hunt Drawing System 
Now Live

\Hunters applying for the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department’s 
drawn public hunts can now take 
advantage of the new online-only 
Public Hunt Drawing System.

The new online-only system is 
currently accepting applications 
for 2014-15 Drawn Hunts, includ-
ing Special Permit hunts, E-Post-
card hunts, and US Forest Service 
Antlerless Deer Permits. For the 
first time, the entire process is be-
ing handled electronically ‚Äî from 
applications, to fee payments and 
permit issuance. “Applications 
for Drawings on Public Hunt-
ing Lands” booklets, application 
forms and permits will no longer 
be printed and mailed out. Hunt 
options can be browsed online 
by category or by area using an 
interactive map. A downloadable 
PDF of the 2014-15 Drawn Hunt 
Catalog is also available online.

In addition to now being able 
to apply for multiple hunt areas 
within the same hunt category 
(i.e. apply for a Gun Deer ‚Äî Ei-
ther Sex hunt on more than one 
hunt area), the online system will 
give applicants more time to ap-
ply. With no paper applications 
to mail in, applicants will have 
until midnight CST on the day of 
the deadline to apply. Applicants 
will also retain and continue to ac-
crue Preference Points, now called 
Loyalty Points, as in the past. 
Points will stay with the category 
and be applied to each application 
equally. And for the first time, ap-
plicants will be able to check the 
status of their applications and 
Loyalty Points online at any time.


