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No mowing of the right-of-way 
may begin in East River coun-
ties before July 10. For more 
information, please visit: http://
legis.sd.gov/Rules/DisplayRule.
aspx?Rule=70:04:06:06.

C o d i f i e d  L a w 
31-5-22‚Ä®Violation of any rule 
authorizing mowing of ditches as 
misdemeanor. Any person who 
violates any of the rules autho-
rized pursuant to √Ç¬ß:31-5-21 is 
guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
For more information, please visit: 
http://legis.sd.gov/statutes/Dis-
playStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&S
tatute=31-5-22. 

In the spring and early summer, 
hen pheasants seeking suitable 
nesting locations are attracted 
to the vegetation in roadsides. 
Pheasant production in roadsides 
is diminished when roadsides are 
mowed prior to completion of 
nesting activity. Incubating hens 
nearing their hatch dates can be 
struck and killed by hay mow-
ing equipment. Hens and newly 
hatched broods remain susceptible 
to mowing equipment for another 
two weeks after hatching due to 
the restricted mobility of chicks 
and the tendency of the hen and 
young to hide from approaching 
danger rather than flushing to 
escape.‚Ä®‚Ä®GFP research has 
documented that being struck 
by hay-mowing equipment is a 
substantial source of hen pheas-
ant mortality during the nesting 
and brood-rearing season in June 
and July; including hens nest-
ing in roadsides. Please visit the 
below link to a game report for 
more information: http://gfp.
sd.gov/wildlife/management/
research-projects/docs/2004-11.
pdf.‚Ä®‚Ä®For additional details 
on the DOT mowing regulations, 
visit this link to a recently is-
sued press release: http://news.
sd.gov/newsitem.aspx?id=16199.

- See more at: http://gfp.
sd.gov/news/news/june/17.
aspx#sthash.GCGC5u3c.dpuf

TENNESEE
Comment Period Open 

for Teal Season
The Tennessee Wildlife Resourc-

es Agency and the Mississippi Fly-
way Council have requested that 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) increase the September 
early wood duck and real hunting 
season daily bag limit from 4 to 6 
(no more than two wood ducks) 
and also allow the addition of teal-
only hunting days to this season.

The request is being made in 
response to the high blue-winged 
teal populations and similar recent 
expansions in states with Septem-
ber teal-only hunting seasons.

The TWRA staff has worked for 
months with the Mississippi and 
Atlantic Flyways and the USFWS 
to bring this request forward. :The 
request is based on biological in-
formation in a 2013 report made 
available to the flyway councils. 
Allowing these increases would 
require a policy change by the US-
FWS. The USFWS has expressed 
support for other policy changes 
that liberalize teal harvest and spe-
cifically support new teal seasons 
in states without such seasons. 
These would be experimental 
seasons.

The full text of the Federal 
Register outlining this and other 
related issues can be seen by 
clicking here:and scroll down to 
“Proposed Rules: Migratory Bird 
Hunting Supplemental Proposals 
for 2014-15 Hunting Seasons” and 
see Section 1. Ducks, D. Special 
Seasons/Species Management, 
ii., September Teal/Wood Duck 
Seasons.

The public may submit com-
ments to the USFWS on this issue 
by June 27 by one of the following 
methods:

¬∑:::::::: Federal eRulemaking 
Portal:: http://www.regulations.
gov : Search for “Docket No. FWS-

HQ-MB-2014-0017” and follow the 
instructions for submitting on-line 
comments.

Hunting Seasons 
Established for 2014-

15 at May Commission 
Meeting

 The Tennessee Fish and Wild-
life Resources Commission set 
the 2014-15 hunting seasons at its 
May meeting which concluded 
Friday at the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency’s Ray Bell Re-
gion II Building.

As introduced by the TWRA at 
the TFWC’s April meeting, new 
Bear Management Units for black 
bears have been formed. The Bear 
Management Units are subdivided 
into five Bear Hunt Zones. The 
Unit and Zone terminology relates 
to the Bear Management Plan be-
ing written and changes how the 
agency will regulate bear harvest.

Bear hunters in traditional bear 
hunting counties will find little 
change to this year’s seasons. New 
hunts have been set in counties 
bordering traditional bear hunt-
ing counties and the Cumberland 
Plateau. A total of 15 new counties 
have been added.

In regard to white-tailed deer 
hunting, there are recommended 
adjustments to increase antlerless 
opportunities in Blount, Marion, 
Putnam, Tipton and Washington 
counties in units A and B.:

The archery whited-tailed deer 
season will begin on Sept. 27. The 
muzzleloader/archery season is 
Nov. 8-Nov. 21. The gun season 
for deer always opens the Satur-
day prior to Thanksgiving which 
this year is Nov. 22 continues until 
Jan. 4, 2015. The Young Sportsman 
Hunt for deer will again be held on 
two weekends. They are Oct. 25-26 
and Jan. 10-11.:

An extensive discussion was 
held over the 2014 dove season. 
It appears that the U.S. Fish and 


