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tory game bird, such as mourning 
doves, ducks, and geese over:a 
baited area. The Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act is a federal statute that 
affords protection to all:migratory 
birds. Penalties under the Act can 
reach $100,000 fine and up to a 
year in federal:prison.

“We take our mission to support 
our state counterpart wildlife en-
forcement agencies very:seriously, 
especially when violations involve 
not only the unlawful take of mi-
gratory birds over:bait, but also 
their commercialization for profit” 
said Luis Santiago, Special Agent 
in Charge,:Southeast Region, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Office of 
Law Enforcement. “Dove hunting 
is:a time honored tradition for 
hunters and the defendant has 
undermined the proud tradition 
of fair chase for all hunters.”

The mission of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is working with 
others to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and 
their habitats for the continuing 
benefit of the American people. 
We are both a leader and trusted 
partner in fish and wildlife con-
servation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands 
and natural resources, dedicated 
professionals, and commitment to 
public service. For more informa-
tion on our work and the people 
who make it happen, visit www.
fws.gov. 

For more information on our 
work and the people who make 
it happen, visit http://www.fws.
gov/southwest/. Connect with 
our Facebook page, follow our 
tweets, watch our YouTube Chan-
nel and download photos from our 
Flickr page.

SOUTH DAKOTA

2014 fall turkey, antelope 
and early fall goose 
seasons proposed 

 The South Dakota Game, Fish 
and Parks (GFP) Commission pro-
posed several hunting seasons at 
their June meeting in Yankton. The 
proposed 2014 fall turkey hunt-
ing season includes some notable 
changes from the 2013 season. 
The proposed start dates would 
be moved back to Nov. 1 instead 
of beginning Oct. 1. The end date 
of Jan. 31 remains unchanged. Fall 
turkey hunters would see a reduc-
tion in turkey licenses available 
and closure of several West River 
and East River turkey hunting 
units. The Black Hills unit includes 
a boundary change which retains 
an open area on the eastern and 
southern tier of the Black Hills; 
including a reduction in licenses 
by 750. The proposed 2014 firearm 
antelope hunting season would 
run from Oct. 4-19 and have 2,705 
licenses available for residents 
and 61 licenses available for non-
residents. The proposed season 
would call for a closure of Tripp 
and Lyman counties as well as the 
Fort Pierre National Grasslands. 
If adopted as proposed, these 
three units would also be closed 
to archery antelope hunting. The 
Custer State Park antelope hunt-
ing season will remain the same as 
last year as no actions were taken 
on this season. Three licenses are 
available and the season will run 
from Oct. 15-23. The Commission 
proposed an early fall Canada 
goose season of Sept. 1-30. The 
Commission proposal would 
modify the boundaries of Unit 1 
to include the portion of Perkins 
County west of S.D. Highway 75 
and south of S.D. Highway 20 and 
expand Unit 2 by adding all of 
Custer, Fall River and Pennington 
counties. As a result of the contin-
ual decline in the number of male 

sage grouse observed during the 
spring lek survey, the sage grouse 
season will remain closed in 2014. 
The youth waterfowl hunting 
season will also remain under the 
same structure as 2013, which will 
run Sept. 20-21. The Commission 
will take final action on these 
proposals on July 8-9, 2014, at the 
Holiday Inn Express in Fort Pierre. 
To view these rule proposals in 
their entirety, please visit https://
gfp.sd.gov/agency/commission/
default.aspx. Written comments 
on these proposals can be sent to 
523 E. Capitol Ave., Pierre, S.D. 
57501, or emailed to wildinfo@
state.sd.us. To be included in the 
public record, comments must be 
received by 12 p.m. CDT on July 8 
and have your full name and city 
of residence.

roadside mowing: hold 
off until after july 10

The South Dakota Departments 
of Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) 
and Transportation (DOT) want to 
remind individuals there are laws 
and rules governing when mow-
ing of highway right-of-way ditch-
es can begin.‚Ä®‚Ä®”Roadside 
ditches provide valuable nesting 
cover, especially in portions of 
the state with limited lands en-
rolled in the Conservation Reserve 
Program or other upland nesting 
habitat” stated Tony Leif, GFP Di-
vision of Wildlife director. “This is 
especially important this year due 
to the drop in bird numbers we 
experienced last year. Our depart-
ment is asking for the public’s con-
sideration in delaying haying and 
mowing activities within roadside 
ditches and we want to thank 
individuals in advance for their 
help in protecting and sustaining 
the state’s pheasant population.” 

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R u l e 
70:04:06:06‚Ä®No mowing of the 
right-of-way may begin in the 
West River counties of Gregory, 
Lyman or Tripp before June 15. 


