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While:wildlife:biologists are en-
couraged by the increase, they 
note that prairie-chicken numbers 
can fluctuate up and down from 
year to year, mainly due to grass-
land habitat conditions influenced 
by rainfall.

: : The range-wide increase 
was not evenly spread across the 
bird’s four habitat regions distrib-
uted among five states: Colorado, 
Kansas, New Mexico,:Oklahoma, 
and Texas. The mixed grass prai-
rie region showed the biggest 
gain, a region that includes the 
northeastern Texas Panhandle, 
northwestern:Oklahoma:and 
south central Kansas, an area 
where more rain produced better 
prairie habitat. The sand sage-
brush region in southwestern 
Kansas, southeastern Colorado 
and the where persistent drought 
continues to take a toll, showed a 
significant population decline.

: : “Just as with last year’s popu-
lation decrease, we shouldn’t 
read too much into short-term 
fluctuations over one or two 
years” said Bill Van Pelt, WAFWA 
grassland coordinator. “What 
these numbers show is the im-
portance of maintaining good 
prairie habitat. Increased rainfall 
led to improved habitat in part 
of the lesser prairie-chicken’s 
range, allowing populations to 
respond to better conditions. This 
population response underscores 
the importance of implementing 
the:Lesser Prairie-Chicken Range-
wideConservation:Plan, a blue-
print to work with private land-
owners and industry to protect 
and restore habitat and recover 
the species.”

: : Companies, landowners, 
farmers and ranchers that did 
not enroll by the federal listing 
deadline of:May 12:may still en-
roll in the range-wide plan and 
receive regulatory assurances 
their operations can continue un-
der an accompanying Certificate 
of Participation. Participating 
companies pay enrollment fees, 
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Carolina Man Sentenced 
for Dove Baiting

Robert Claude Cathey of An-
derson, South Carolina, was 
sentenced on June 19, 2014, by 
federal:magistrate judge Kevin F. 
McDonald to one year probation 
and a $5,000 fine for violating 
the:Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 
Cathey was found guilty of a 
Class A misdemeanor by a jury 
in:federal district court in Green-
ville, South Carolina, on April 
25, 2014, for unlawfully placing 
bait:on a field.

In November 2012, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service Office of Law 
Enforcement, in cooperation:with 
South Carolina Department of 
Natural Resources Law Enforce-
ment, began investigating:Cathey 
after state officers apprehended 
hunters hunting mourning doves 
on a field that had been:prepared 
illegally in Liberty, South Carolina. 
The investigation revealed that 
Cathey had leased:the field to the 
hunters for $5,000 and prepared 
the field by scattering wheat seed 
on top of the:ground. The hunters 
were not charged in this investiga-
tion.

“I am extremely proud of our law 
enforcement officers for the work 
they do to stop and:prosecute 
the illegal taking of our wildlife” 
said Colonel Chisolm Frampton, 
Deputy Director:for Law Enforce-
ment, South Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources. “Protecting 
our wildlife:is an enormous re-
sponsibility, and we are fortunate 
to have great partnerships with 
our federal:counterparts to help 
enforce wildlife laws to curb these 
types of illegal activities.”

It is illegal to hunt any migra-

allowing them to continue oil and 
gas production under certain re-
strictions while providing funds to 
conserve prairie-chicken habitat. 
As of early June, about 160 oil, 
gas, wind, electric and pipeline 
companies had enrolled about 9 
million acres across the five states, 
committing more than $43 mil-
lion for habitat:conservation:over 
the next three years. Enroll-
ment fees are deposited with 
WAFWA and administered to 
fund:conservation:efforts by pri-
vate landowners to benefit the 
lesser prairie-chicken in the five 
state region.

: : West Ecosystems Inc. of Lara-
mie, Wyo., is the contractor con-
ducting the lesser prairie-chicken 
aerial survey effort. Begun in 2012, 
it is the first large-scale, helicopter-
based survey to locate lesser prai-
rie-chicken leks or breeding areas 
across the High Plains region in all 
five states within the bird’s range, 
which is then used to estimate the 
population. The survey is a collab-
orative effort involving WAFWA’s 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Interstate 
Working Group and is funded 
through industry enrollment fees, 
statewildlife:agencies, and the U.S. 
Bureau of Land Management.

:  :  Organized in 1922, the 
Western Association of Fish 
and:Wildlife:Agencies (WAFWA) 
represents 23 states and Canadian 
provinces, from Alaska to Texas 
and Saskatchewan to Hawaii -- an 
area covering nearly 3.7 million 
square miles of some of North 
America’s most wild and scenic 
country, inhabited by more than 
1,500:wildlife:species.

: : More information, including 
the range-wide plan, is available 
on the WAFWA website at:www.
wafwa.org.


