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There is a non-refundable applica-
tion fee of $3 per hunt.

Hunters will be randomly drawn 
from submitted applications. Suc-
cessful applicants will be notified 
and provided additional hunt 
information by mail and email. 
Applicants are encouraged to visit 
the Wild Ohio Customer Center to 
view the status of their applica-
tion and, if selected, print their 
controlled hunt permit.

More specific information about 
hunt dates and locations, includ-
ing opportunities dedicated to 
youth, women and mobility-
impaired hunters, can be found at 
wildohio.gov.

ODNR ensures a balance be-
tween wise use and protection of 
our natural resources for the ben-
efit of all. Visit the ODNR website 
at ohiodnr.gov.

OKLAHOMA

AMENDED 
FEDERAL GRANT 

TO AID LESSER 
PRAIRIE CHICKEN 

CONSERVATION 
EFFORTS

:: The:Oklahoma:Department:of:
Wildlife:Conservation and the U.S. 
Fish and:WildlifeService (FWS) 
have announced an agreement 
to extend and expand the Land-
owner Incentive Program (LIP) 
Federal Grant for at-risk species 
in:Oklahoma, a development that 
promises to enhance current ef-
forts to conserve the lesser prairie 
chicken.

: :  The  grant ’ s  scope  has 
b e e n  e x p a n d e d  t o  a l l o w 
the:Wildlife:Department:to focus 
remaining LIP funds and resources 
on elping:Oklahoma:landowners 
who are enrolled in the Lesser 
Prairie Chicken Candidate Con-
servation Agreement with Assur-

ances (CCAA). Also, the Service 
has agreed to extend the LIP grant 
until:June 30, 2015.

:: “Facilitating the expansion 
of the scope of this grant enables 
ODWC to focus additional re-
sources on private landowners 
enrolled in the:Oklahoma:CCAA 
to further critical conservation 
and restoration efforts to benefit 
the lesser prairie chicken” said Dr. 
Benjamin Tuggle, FWS Regional 
Director for the Southwest Region.

:: Richard Hatcher, Director of:
Oklahoma’s:Wildlife:Department, 
praised the development.

: :  “ T h e  U . S .  F i s h 
and:Wildlife:Service should be 
commended for approving our 
request to extend our Landowner 
Incentive Program Grant and 
expand the scope to include 
the lesser prairie chicken. This 
additional time and funding 
for:Oklahoma’s Landowner Incen-
tive Program will go a long way 
toward the:Wildlife:Department’s 
management efforts to conserve 
the lesser prairie chicken” Hatcher 
said.

:: On April 10, 2014, the FWS is-
sued its final rule listing the lesser 
prairie chicken as a threatened 
species under the Endangered 
Species Act.

:::Oklahoma’s LIP grant was 
originally approved in 2004. It en-
abled the:WildlifeDepartment:to 
work with private landowners 
to conserve and restore areas 
of short-grass and mixed-grass 
prairie habitat. Through the pro-
gram, landowners could receive 
payments when they voluntarily 
accepted incentives to conserve 
short- and mixed-grass prairie 
habitats and species of concern.

:: With this recent amendment,t
he:Wildlife:Department:will begin 
a targeted effort to assist private 
landowners already enrolled in 
the lesser prairie chicken CCAA 
to monitor grazing use of native 
range pastureland. This effort 
requires construction and place-

ment of 64-square-foot grazing ex-
closures to be used in monitoring 
grazing and habitat conditions. 
The exclosures and monitoring 
allow landowners to adjust graz-
ing pressure as needed to retain 
adequate lesser prairie chicken 
nesting habitat.

:: Tuggle said, “The Service re-
mains committed to working with 
private landowners, the states, 
industry and others to conserve 
the chicken and its habitat while 
ensuring on-the-ground activities 
are able to continue on this work-
ing landscape.”

:: Landowners who enrolled 
acres in:Oklahoma’s CCAA can 
seek technical and financial assis-
tance through the LIP. The CCAA 
covers activities intended to con-
serve, restore and enhance habitat 
for the lesser prairie chicken with-
in the bird’s natural range. Almost 
400,000 acres are enrolled under 
the CCAA in Beaver, Beckham, 
Cimarron, Dewey, Ellis, Harper, 
Major, Roger Mills, Texas, Woods 
and Woodward counties.

:::Oklahoma:landowners with 
a CCAA who would like more 
information on this amendment 
may call habitat coordinator Alva 
Gregory at:(580) 334-4459.

AERIAL SURVEY 
SHOWS LESSER 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 
POPULATION 

INCREASED 20 
PERCENT IN 2014

Biologists Note Regional Popu-
lations Fluctuate, Emphasize 
Value of Improved Habitat

:
: : The third annual lesser prairie-

chicken aerial survey shows a 
nearly 20 percent increase in the 
bird’s range-wide population, 
up from an estimated 18,747 
birds in 2013 to 22,415 this year. 


